
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 9, 2026 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Rev. Amy Oblinger, guest preacher; Bill Machuga, liturgist; Steve Phillips, piano. 

 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus – arranged by Mary McDonald 

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Amy Oblinger 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 
Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 

 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

MOMENT OF CENTERING 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Amy Oblinger 

One: Please join me in our responsive call to worship. 
 The world belongs to God, 
All: the earth and all its people. 
One: How good it is, how wonderful 
All: To live together in unity. 
One: Love and faith come together. 
All: Justice and peace join hands. 
One: If Christ’s disciples keep silent, 
All: These stones would shout aloud. 
One: Open our lips, O God, 
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All: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.HYMN OF ADORATION, 407
 How Firm a Foundation 

 

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Amy Oblinger 

Trusting in God’s forgiveness, in silence, let us confess our failings and acknowledge 
our part in the pain of the world. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GRACE Amy Oblinger 
One: Before God, with the people of God, I confess to turning away from God in the 

ways I wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 
All: May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to 

grow in love. 
One: Amen. 
All: Before God, with the people of God, I confess to turning away from God 

in the ways I wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 
One: May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in 

love. 
All: Amen. 

 

HYMN RESPONSE We Are Forgiven 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC Adeline Palm, French horn 

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us - arranged by Duane Ream 
 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: 1 KINGS 19:9-18 
(Page 326 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Bill Machuga 

 

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of 
God within us. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 14:22-33 
(Page 16 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Amy Oblinger 
 

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of 
God within us. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “ON THE WATER” Amy Oblinger 
 

HYMN O Lord, You Sent Your Friends Out -AURELIA 

O Lord, you sent your friends out upon the sea one day, 
then you went up a mountain to be alone and pray. 
But soon their boat was shaken by mighty winds and waves. 
They fought the storm that threatened and prayed to God who saves. 
 

Soon, early in the morning, they saw you on the sea. 
They thought a ghost was with them and cried out fearfully. 
"Don't be afraid," you told them, "for it is I," you said. 
You stayed with them and helped them when they were filled with dread. 

 

"If it is you," said Peter, "Just give me your command 
and I'll walk on the water as if it were dry land." 
He bravely went to meet you, but soon he sank in fear. 
He found it hard to trust you when danger was so near. 
 

You reached your hand to Peter and then you stilled the storm. 
They worshiped you in wonder as wind and waves grew calm. 
May we your church have courage to trust in you alone. 
In you we find safe passage and you will bring us home. 
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AN AFFIRMATION  Bill Machuga 

One: With the whole church 
All: We affirm that we are made in God’s image, befriended by Christ, 

empowered by the Spirit. 
One: With people everywhere 
All: We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more deeply 

than all that is wrong. 
One: With all creation 
All: We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, the unfolding purpose of 

God, forever at work in ourselves and the world. 
 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Bill Machuga 

The offering in the early church was the bringing forth of the food for the 
fellowship meal. Now, like then, the offering of our gifts is for the 
nourishment of all. Let us celebrate all that we have to share. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Bill Machuga 
God, we lay our gifts before you, made sacred by being shared and used in 
faithfulness and care.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Amy Oblinger 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For 
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever.  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN, 441 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 
 

BENEDICTION Amy Oblinger 
 

PARTING MUSIC Steve Phillips 

I Am Bound for the Promised Land – arranged by Lynette Maynard 
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Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Amy Oblinger. Call to Worship from the Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications 
©2003; Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Grace from from the Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications ©2003; Hymn Response, We 
Are Forgiven, Text: Traditional | Music: Hal H. Hopson, Music ©1995 Hal H. Hopson, from Glory to God hymnal p. 447; 1 Kings 19:9-18 and Matthew 14:22-
33 from New Revised Standard Version Bible ©1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; 
Hymn O Lord, You Sent Your Friends Out, Tune: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 (The Church's One Foundation); Text: ©2023 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 
All rights reserved; An Affirmation from the Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications ©2003; An Invitation to the Offering, Prayer of Dedication 
and The Lord’s Prayer by Allen Fluent. 
 

We thank Rev. Amy Oblinger for conducting our worship this morning. Covenant 
members of St. John Church are urged to remain after worship for a congregational 
meeting to vote to call Rev. Amy. 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net. 

To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/. 

For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 
 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 

 

 

Coming Events on next page. 
 

  

mailto:Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:Office@StJohnChurch.net
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnucc/
http://www.stjohnchurch.net/
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Coming Events – Mark your calendars! 
 

Engage with your church and the greater 
community!  Enrich your Life and live out God’s 
extravagant welcome! 

 

 

Postponed: Open and Affirming Info Sessions: Why 
is St. John Church Open and Affirming (ONA)? How 
would you answer, “Is St. John a Biblical church?” Look 
for more details about this topic soon. 
 

August 21, 2026 (Friday) Gather Cincinnati Happy Hour - 7:30 pm 
For more information about this event go to Gather Cincinnati. 
 
August 26, 2026 (Wednesday) Gather Cincinnati Hiking Bible Study - 
6:30 pm 
For more information about this event go to Gather Cincinnati. 
 
August 25, 2026 (Tuesday) Handbell Choir rehearsal begins 6:00 pm at St. John 
Church. Meet in the choir/music room (room 203). Contact Stephanie Dalsfoist to 
volunteer (sdalsfoist@gmail.com). 
 
August 30, 2026 (Sunday) Dart Baseball Tournament. 
Join other Northern Kentucky UCC congregations for food and 
fellowship – St. John to bring dessert. If you are planning to attend, 
with or without a team, please use the sign-up sheet at the Welcome 
Table to facilitate lunch planning. Sunday, August 30, 2026, 12:30pm 
at St. John’s UCC, 415 Park Ave, Newport KY 41071. (See flyer on 
accessible lobby bulletin board.) Or RSVP to Rachel Wirrig at 
rachelswirrig@gmail.com. Never heard of Dart Baseball? More info Here. 
 
Mark your NOVEMBER calendar: 
November 6 & 7, 2026 (Friday & Saturday) - Rummage Sale and Christmas Shoppe 
at St. John Church. Steve Phillips at stephen.phillips2014@icloud.com or 
859.803.3830. 

 

https://www.firstlutherancincy.org/gathercincy
https://www.firstlutherancincy.org/gathercincy
mailto:sdalsfoist@gmail.com
mailto:rachelswirrig@gmail.com
https://darts501.com/Dartball.html
https://www.firstlutherancincy.org/gathercincy

