
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Open and Affirming Sunday 
UCC Anniversary Sunday June 28, 2026 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. Masks are optional. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Richard Robbins, liturgist; Steve Phillips, piano. 

 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
Come Down, O Love Divine – by Ralph Vaughan Williams, arr. Howard Helvey 

Morning Has Broken - arr. Larry Shackley 
 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

MOMENT OF CENTERING 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent 
The Prophet Jeremiah reminds us that those who trust in God are like trees planted 
by water. When the heat comes, they do not fear. When drought comes, they keep 
bearing fruit. We are the United Church of Christ, a united and uniting church. 
We pray the prayer of the living Christ “that we may all be one.” 
We are a community of diversity, where all of our stories are important. 
In a world that tries to erase queer stories, we shall not be moved. 
In a time when trans and nonbinary lives are targeted, we shall not be moved. 
When fear tells us to be silent, we shall not be moved. 
When shame tries to pull us from the truth of who God made us to be, we shall not 
be moved.  [cont. on pg 2] 
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We are rooted in love. We are rooted in justice. 
We are rooted in affirmation. We are rooted in God. 
Like trees planted by living water, we shall not be moved. 

 

HYMN OF ADORATION God of Many Faces -SLANE 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
God of love and justice, we confess that we have not always loved as you call 
us to love. We confess the harm done in your name; the exclusion, shame, 
silence, and fear that have wounded your beloved children. We confess, too, 
the ways we all fall short, choosing comfort over courage, silence over 
justice, and fear over love. Forgive us. Transform us. Root us again in love, 
justice and affirmation. Make us a church where all people are safe, 
celebrated, and truly belong. In the name of Jesus, who welcomed all with 
courageous love, we pray.  Amen 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS Allen Fluent 

Beloved, hear this good news: God does not abandon us to shame. God does not 
leave us in the wilderness. God does not ask us to sacrifice our beloved-ness in 
order to be faithful. In Christ, the old powers do not get the final word. Fear does not 
get the final word. Exclusion does not get the final word. God’s grace is still rising. 
So stand tall, beloved.  Breathe deep. You are forgiven. You are beloved. You are 
free. Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN RESPONSE We Are Forgiven 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC Sarah Palm, clarinet 

How Firm a Foundation - arr. Rebecca Bonam Steve Phillips, piano 
 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: JEREMIAH 17:5-8 
(Page 719 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Richard Robbins 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brian Bailey, vocalist 

Over The Rainbow - music by Harold Arlen, words by E. Y. Harburg  Steve Phillips, piano 
 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 10:40-42 
(Page 11 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “ROOTED IN THE GOSPEL” Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE A Hymn for Self-Acceptance -BEACH SPRING 

When you feel change might be hopeless, when you’ve given up on God, 
When you feel you’re not worth saving, that your beingness is flawed. 
When your prayers still seem unanswered, not a sound from the Divine, 
Maybe you have been mistaken. God is sending you a sign. 
 

Years and years, begging for turning into something that you’re not. 
The wrong prayer you have been praying. You are not God’s afterthought. 
You are made as God intended. You are perfect. Flawless, too! 
May each one of you remember, nothing severs God from you. 

 

You are worth more than you realize. You are wonderfully made 
In the image of our Mother, Father, Parent, all the same. 
Don’t let doctrines of our churches use the Word to misconstrue, 
For its written in the scriptures, surely God delights in you! 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST STATEMENT OF FAITH Richard Robbins 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
Father, and to his deeds we testify: 

 

He calls the worlds into being, creates man in his own image and sets before 
him the ways of life and death. 

 

He seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
 

He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared through prophets 
and apostles. 

 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has 
come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and 
reconciling the world to himself. 

 

He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of 
Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and 
races. 

 

He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his 
servants in the service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and 
resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to 
join him in his passion and victory. 

 

He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, his presence in trial and 
rejoicing, and eternal life in his kingdom which has no end.  

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him.  Amen. 
 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Richard Robbins 

The offering in worship is the way we symbolize the sharing of life in the 
Christian community. If you have brought an offering today, you may place 
it in an offering plate in the front or back of the sanctuary, or use the QR 
code to give online. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, we lay our gifts before you, made sacred by being shared and used in 
faithfulness and care.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For 
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever.  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN (SEE NEXT PAGE) Sing a New World Into Being -NETTLETON 
 

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC Steve Phillips 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – arr. Larry Shackley 
 

 
Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481. 

 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship, Confession of Sin & Assurance of Forgiveness based on 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 and a worship service for 6-28-26 created by Rev. Derek A. Terry (https://openandaffirming.org/ona26/) and adapted by Allen Fluent; Hymn 
of Adoration God of Many Faces, text ©2019 Amy Cerniglia, Harmonization ©1989 Hope Publishing Co.; Hymn Response, We Are Forgiven, Text: Traditional 
| Music: Hal H. Hopson, Music ©1995 Hal H. Hopson, from Glory to God hymnal p. 447; Jeremiah 17:5-8 and Matthew 10:40-42 from New Revised Standard 
Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Hymn of Response A Hymn for 
Self-Acceptance, tune Beach Spring (public domain): text ©2025 Wesley King; United Church of Christ Statement of Faith Reprinted from Book of Worship 
©2006 by United Church of Christ, Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry Team, Cleveland, Ohio. All rights reserved. An Invitation to the 
Offering, Prayer of Dedication and The Lord’s Prayer by Allen Fluent; Closing Hymn Sing a New World Into Being, text: © 2006, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Extravagant THANK YOU is extended this week to: 
Steve Phillips for his piano skills during worship; 
Sarah Palm for her talent playing the clarinet during worship; 
Brian Bailey for his sharing his voice during worship; 
Pastor Allen Fluent, for being our interim pastor. 

 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/. 
For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 

https://openandaffirming.org/ona26/
mailto:Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:Office@StJohnChurch.net
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnucc/
http://www.stjohnchurch.net/
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Coming Events – Mark your calendars! 
 

Engage with your church and the greater 
community!  Enrich your Life and live out God’s 
extravagant welcome! 
 

 

 
July 22 & July 29, 2026 (Wednesday evening) Book Study: The 
Future is Peace (A shared journey across the holy land) by Aziz Abu 
Sarah and Maoz Inon. Two Wednesday evenings in the lounge at St. 
John Church beginning at 6:00pm to discuss this impactful book. 
More info Here.  Let Pastor Allen Fluent know you will attend: 
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or 859.261.2066. 
 

Coming in August after worship: Why is St. John 
Church Open and Affirming (ONA)? 
How would you answer “Is St. John a Biblical church?” 
Look for more details about this topic soon. To be led 
by Pastor Allen and Sue Jelinek. 
 
August 30, 2026 (Sunday) Dart Baseball Tournament 
Calling all Northern Kentucky UCC congregations! 
Form a team to participate on Sunday, August 30, 2026 
12:30pm at St. John’s UCC, 415 Park Ave, Newport KY 41071 
Food and fellowship – St. John to bring dessert. 
(See flyer on accessible lobby bulletin board.) 
RSVP to Rachel Wirrig at rachelswirrig@gmail.com 
Never heard of Dart Baseball? More info Here. 
 
Mark your NOVEMBER calendar: 
November 6 & 7, 2026 (Friday & Saturday) - Rummage Sale and Christmas Shoppe 
at St. John Church. Steve Phillips at stephen.phillips2014@icloud.com or 
859.803.3830. 
 

More events announced soon! Thank you for being part of St. John Church family. 

https://thefutureispeace.com/
mailto:Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:rachelswirrig@gmail.com
https://darts501.com/Dartball.html
https://thefutureispeace.com/

