
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 12, 2026 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Matthew Specter, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano. 

 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte 
Morning Has Broken Medley – arranged by Marcia Wells 

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

MEDITATIVE MUSIC  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent 
Praise the Holy One! Praise the Holy One, O my soul! 
I will praise God as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to God all my life long. 
Happy are those whose help is our God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith 
forever; who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the needy. 

 

HYMN OF ADORATION, 233 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GRACE Allen Fluent 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O God. 
God, hear my voice! 
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Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
If you, O God, should mark iniquities, then who could stand. But there is 
forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
O People of God, hope in the Holy One! For with God there is steadfast love, and 
with God is great power to redeem. Our God will redeem us from all our iniquities. 

 

HYMN RESPONSE We Are Forgiven 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup 

O God, We Pray With Deep Concern - words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
 

EPISTLE READING: 1 JOHN 1:1-2:2 
(Page 238 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Matthew Specter 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 24:13-35 
(Page 90 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON  Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN, 257 Alleluia! Gracious Jesus! 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Matthew Specter 

Though aware that our knowledge is incomplete, our truth partial, and our love 
imperfect, we believe that new light is ever waiting to break into our hearts to 
enlighten our understanding, and that there is a mutual strength in willing 
cooperation, that the bonds of love keep open the gates of freedom, prepare 
the way of justice, and ensure the path of peace. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Matthew Specter 

The offering of the church is an invitation to all who have gathered here to 
share your gifts in the fellowship of Christ and to know that all you have to 
share is valued and blessed by God.   
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, we bring these offerings to you for the ministries of our congregation and 
the church’s work throughout the world.  May they bring blessing to all who 
hear and see and feel good news in what is done here in your name.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For 
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever.  Amen 

 

CLOSING SONG, (SEE NEXT PAGE) Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us 
 

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC 

Low in the Grave He Lay – arranged by Mark Hayes
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Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481 
 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship from Psalm 146 adapted by Allen Fluent; Hymn Response, We Are 
Forgiven, Text: Traditional | Music: Hal H. Hopson, Music ©1995 Hal H. Hopson, from Glory to God hymnal p. 447; Prayer of Confession and Assurance of 
Grace from Psalm 130 adapted by Allen Fluent; 1 John 1:1-2:2 and Luke 24:13-35 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Affirmation of Faith ©1993 by N. Lovely in The Communion Book, UU 
Ministers Association: Closing Song Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us Words: Ralph Wright, ©1989, GIA Publications, Inc., harmonization ©1978 Lutheran 
Book of Worship with permission of Augsburg Fortress from Chalice Hymnal p 231. 

 
Thank you to everyone who made a donation to beautify 

the sanctuary with flowers for Easter Sunday. 
 

With apologies to one donor who was left off the list published last week, 
we have printed the corrected list of donors on the insert. A color copy 
can be found on our website or on the Welcome Table. Please take 
home your flowers if you have not already done so. 

 
“I Will Rise” - Free choir concert directed by Dr. Brandon A. Stroup 
April 19, 2026 (Sunday) 3:00pm - Voices of Appalachia concert at St. John Church. 

 
NOTE DATE CHANGE FOR RUMMAGE SALE 
May 8 & 9, 2025 (Friday & Saturday) - Rummage Sale at St. 
John Church. Friday 5-8pm, Saturday 9-noon. Steve Phillips at 
stephen.phillips2014@icloud.com or 859.803.3830. Full details in The e-Weekly. 
No donations accepted until 4-20-26 due to scheduled events on 4-18 and 4-19. 

 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net. 

To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net 
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/. 

For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 
 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 
 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 
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