The Worship of God & Welcome!

.
at St. John Church R =93 No matter who you are
The Season after Lent sl or where you are on life’s
March 1, 2026 | 10:30AM \”j journey you are welcome here.

(Communion will be received in the pews. Pre-packaged communion elements are available:
gluten-free bread / non-alcoholic wine. Acquire elements at the table in the back or front.)

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. Masks are optional.

Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  &x

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Allen Fluent, preacher; Bill Machuga, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano.

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte
Lord | Want to be a Christian Medley -arr. Marcia Wells
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

MORNING PSALM (PsALM 121) Allen Fluent
| lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come?
My help comes from God, who made heaven and earth.
God will not let your foot be moved; the One who keeps you will not slumber.
The One who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
God is our keeper; our shade at our right hand.
The sun shall not strike us by day, nor the moon by night.
God will keep us from all evil; God will keep our life.
God will keep our going out and our coming in from this time forth and
forevermore.



S OPENING HYMN, 6 Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good

CONFESSION OF SIN Allen Fluent
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your
abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our
iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put
a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your presence, and
take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and
uphold us with a willing spirit. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;
blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin. Thanks be to God, who
has forgiven us and called us to good works as children of God.

2= SONG OF CELEBRATION, 188 Give Me a Clean Heart

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Jennie Malone, soloist
Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) - by Houston, Crocker & Ligthelm

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: GENESIS 12:1-7
(Page 10 — Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Bill Machuga

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: ROMANS 4: 1-8, 13-17
(Page 154 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent
Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON “JUSTIFIED FOR GOOD WORKS” Allen Fluent
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HYMN God, When You Called Our Church by Grace
God, when you called our church by grace,
This land was such a different place.
Yet what you spoke remains the same:
“I'll be with you! Go in my name!”

Your promise is for everyone:
You call us here; your word is true!
We'll be a faithful church for you!

Lord Jesus Christ, our cornerstone,

You meet us here; we're not alone!

Through times of joy, through tears long-wept,
You are God's love, God's promise kept.

Your promise is for everyone:
You love us all, you make us new!
We'll be a loving church for you!

O Holy Spirit, wind and flame,

You send us out in Jesus' name.
You give us gifts that we may share
God's love and justice everywhere.

Your promise is for everyone:
You give us gifts, and work to do!
We'll be a serving church for you!

2= AN AFFIRMATION Bill Machuga
In Christ Jesus, we are all children of God through faith. As many of us who
were baptized into Christ have clothed ourselves with Christ. There is no
longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no longer male
and female, for all of us are one in Christ Jesus. And if we belong to Christ,

then we are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
(Galatians 3:26-29)
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AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Bill Machuga
From God’s generous mercy we have all received grace upon grace. &
Therefore let us give in gratitude for our lives and our inheritance as part of &
the family of Christ.

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy God, may our offerings to you be love and care for our neighbors,
advocacy for those who are oppressed, and ministry to those who live in need.
We dedicate to you our works and our treasures, and we pray that the
ministries of our church may reflect your will. Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

Eg COMMUNION HYMN, v 1 &2 Christ, You Often Sat at Dinner
Christ, you often sat at dinner with the outcasts and the poor;
You reached out to every sinner, sharing bread and wine and more —
You proclaimed that God's great table is a joyful, welcome place;
No one wears an outcast label or is turned away from grace.

Some who heard your gracious teaching murmured at the things they saw,
For your love was more out-reaching than the limits of their law.

When they judged the ones you welcomed, when they noted others' sin,
You responded, “In God's kingdom, all are gladly welcomed in!”

INVITATION Allen Fluent

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Allen Fluent
Page 4 St. John United Church of Christ, Bellevue, KY March 1, 2026




COMMUNION MEAL
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent

S COMMUNION HYMN, v3 &4 Christ, You Often Sat at Dinner
Lord, you blessed a meal and shared it, giving meanings that were new:
“It's my body; take and eat it! It's my blood poured out for you!”
Risen Christ, they knew your presence in the breaking of the bread,;
In that meal was God's abundance: All remembered! All were fed!

Lord, we grieve a church divided where your people can't embrace —
Where believers are excluded from the table of your grace.

How can there be joy and singing at the table you hold dear

When the words are clear and stinging, “No, you are not welcome here!”?

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent

PARTING MUSIC
Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley - arranged by James Koerts

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Morning Psalm from Psalm 121 adapted by Allen Fluent; Genesis 12:1-7 and
Romans 4: 1-8, 13-17 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the USA; Hymn, God, When You Called Our Church by Grace; Tune: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1863, Text: ©2000 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette;
Affirmation of Faith based on Galatians 3:26-29 adapted by Allen Fluent; An Invitation to the Offering and Prayer of Dedication by Allen Fluent;
Communion Hymn Christ, You Often Sat at Dinner; Tune: Beach Spring, The Sacred Harp, 1844; Text: ©2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.

Coming Events: Mark your calendar!
March 19, 2026 (Thursday) 6:30pm Gather Cincinnati Hymn Sing. Details on their
website.

March 29, 2026 (Sunday) 10:30am Palm Sunday worship at St. John Church.
April 2, 2026 (Thursday) 7:00pm Maundy Thursday worship at St. John Church.

April 5, 2026 (Sunday) 10:30am Easter Sunday worship at St. John Church. Celebrate
the risen Christ. Communion during worship service.

April 19, 2026 (Sunday) 3:00pm - Voices of Appalachia concert at St. John Church.
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https://www.firstlutherancincy.org/gathercincy

Stay Connected at St. John Church!/

To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.

To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net.
mewaoeaee  To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net.
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/.

un For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.

STJOHN No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066.
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm.

520 Fairfield Avenue ¢ Bellevue, KY 41073 * StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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