The Worship Of GOd / \ Welcome!
at St. John Church No matter who you are
The Season after Epiphany \ / or where you are on life’s
January 25, 2026 | 10:30AM journey you are welcome here.

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

Allen Fluent, preacher; Matthew Specter, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano.

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte
Oceans - arranged by Bethany K. Smith and Mary McDonald
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn't reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness — on them has light shined.

From the backwater villages of Galilee, from fishing boats and fields of labor,
from hard work and little reward, he called them. From poverty, he called them.
From being forgotten and left behind, he called them. And immediately they
followed him.

Now, we too have come, and we give thanks for the light that has shone upon us
and the voice that has called us here.

For the light comprehends our soul and the voice has called us by name, and
we know that the light is love and the word to us is truth.

Let us worship God.



® HYMN OF PRAISE Gather Us In
Here in this place, the new light is streaming, Shadows of doubt are vanished away.
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; Gather us in; our spirits inflame.
Call to us now, and we shall awaken; We shall arise at the sound of our name.

We are the young - our lives are a myst'ry; We are the old, who yearn for your face.

We have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, Called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; Gather us in, the proud and the strong;

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly; Give us the courage to enter the song.

Here we receive new life in the waters; Here we receive the bread of new birth;

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, Call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, Give us to eat the bread that is you;

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion Lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

Not just in buildings, small and confining, Not in some heaven, light years away,
Here in this place the new light is shining; Now is God present, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever; Gather us in and make us your own;

Gather us in, all peoples together, Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Allen Fluent
God, we remember how many times you called us from the fishing boats of our
lives. We were too busy, or too troubled, or too hopeful for the next day’s
catch — not yet ready to let go of a fond ambition, or fearful of commitments we
could not keep. There have been times when we could have helped someone,
but did not. There have been times when we hurt someone and felt the sorrow
of regret. Show us, we pray, the simplicity of love, once we turn from our
attachments to the things we hold in vain.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
These are the words of the Gospel of life: If you are in Christ, you have become a
new creation. The old has passed away. Behold, the new has come. Remember not
the former things, nor consider the things of old. God is doing a new thing. Do you
not perceive it?

& GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Savior, our Mighty God and Holy Comforter.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MUSIC [FoLLow ALONG — HYMN 173] Chancel Choir
You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: ISAIAH 9:1-4
(Page 638 — Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Matthew Specter

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

& GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 4:12-23 Allen Fluent
(Page 3 — New Testament section of the pew Bible)

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON “IMMEDIATELY THEY FOLLOWED” Allen Fluent
HYMN, 172 Jesus Calls Us, o'er the Tumult

&% AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - A New Creed from United Church of Canada Matthew Specter
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created
and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and
make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and
resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Matthew Specter
From God’s generous mercy we have all received grace upon grace. -
Therefore let us give in gratitude for our lives and our inheritance as part of
the family of Christ.

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gathering God, you have brought us together from many backgrounds and
conditions to be this church together. Therefore we praise you with songs,
shouts, and these offerings and gifts. Multiply them for your service, that they
might become your presence in the world. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever. Amen

% CLOSING SONG/HYMN | Have Decided to Follow Jesus
| have decided to follow Jesus; (3X) No turning back, no turning back.

The world behind me, the cross before me; (3X) No turning back, no turning back.
Though none go with me, still | will follow; (3X) No turning back, no turning back.
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? (3X) No turning back, no turning back.

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent

PARTING MusiIC Steve Phillips, piano
Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart - by Frederick C. Atkinson, arr. by Victor Labenske

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481.
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship based on Isaiah 9:1-4 adapted by Allen Fluent; Hymn of Praise
Gather Us In, words and music ©1982 GIA Publications, Inc. from Chalice Hymnal p. 284; Gloria Patri words by Allen Fluent, music from The New Century
Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, p.759; Isaiah 9:1-4 and Matthew 4:12-23 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; A New Creed from United Church of Canada, 1980; Closing Hymn | Have Decided
to Follow Jesus, public domain, from Chalice Hymnal, p. 344.

Stay Connected at St. John Church!/
Contact the Pastor: 859.261.2066 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

‘r Receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc.: Office@StJohnChurch.net.
k ‘ Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/.
ST.JOHN

UNITEDCHURCHOFCHRIST 520 Fairfield Avenue ° Bellevue, KY 41073 * StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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