
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

The Season after Epiphany 
February 1, 2026 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Communion elements are all gluten-free and non-alcoholic. Please let an usher know if you 
prefer to stay seated and/or if you would prefer a pre-packaged portion. 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. Masks are optional. 
Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
 

Dean Griffith, guest preacher; Stephanie Specter, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano. 

 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
Oceans - arranged by Bethany K. Smith and Mary McDonald 

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Dean Grifith 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

SILENCE IS KEPT   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Dean Grifith 

Bless the Holy One, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s Holy Name. 
Bless our God, O my soul, and do not forget all God’s benefits. 

 

OPENING HYMN, 70 God Is Here! As We Your People Meet -HYFRYDOL 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Dean Grifith 

Let us confess our sin and weaknesses to our God.  
Holy One, Mother and Father to us always and at need, we find joy and peace 
in your presence in this world of your making. Other times, we are crushed, 
broken... lost in despair and hopeless and powerless against the evil that 
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confronts us. Forgive us: we are too slow to turn to you in our hardship, too 
slow to seek your strength. Forgive us our failures in not paying attention to 
what is happening around us, causing our lack of compassion or will to help. 
Forgive us for standing still when we know in our hearts you would lead us 
forward. In such times as these, we can only cry out, “Mercy, mercy, O God, 
have mercy on us.” Be our strength and shield again as you were in days of 
old. In the name of Jesus we pray to you. May it be so! 
 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

We bless, Holy One! We remember your goodness to us: you forgive our 
iniquity, you heal our diseases, you redeem our very lives from the pit. You 
crown us with love and mercy. Thanks be to you, O God: we are forgiven. We 
come into your grace 

 

HYMN RESPONSE, 451, V. 1 & 3 Be Now My Vision 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup, soloist 

The Beatitudes - music by Stu Garrard and Matt Maher  
 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: MICAH 6:1-8 
(Page 866 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Stephanie Specter 

 

EPISTLE READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 
(Page 166 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Stephanie Specter 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 5:1-12 [BEATITUDES] 
(Page 4 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Dean Grifith 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “What the ___________?” Dean Grifith 
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HYMN Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit -NETTLETON 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 
Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 
 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 
Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as God's own. 
Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Stephanie Specter 

From God’s generous mercy we have all received grace upon grace. 
Therefore let us give in gratitude for our lives and our inheritance as part of 
the family of Christ. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gathering God, you have brought us together from many backgrounds and 
conditions to be this church together. Therefore we praise you with songs, 
shouts, and these offerings and gifts. Multiply them for your service, that they 
might become your presence in the world.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
COMMUNION HYMN, V 1 & 2 All Who Hunger Gather Gladly -HOLY MANNA 

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.  
Come from wilderness and wand’ring. Here, in truth, we will be fed.  
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.  
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.  
 

All who hunger, never strangers, seeker, be a welcome guest.  
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.  
We that once were lost and scattered, in communion’s love have stood.  
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer. 

 

A PRAYER AFTER THE FORM JESUS TAUGHT THE DISCIPLES 
Great God of Spirit and Truth, Presence and Mercy, your name is holy in all 
your creation: may all things be as you wish. Grant to us food for our daily 
needs, and guide us in sharing all your blessings. Teach us to forgive others 
in love, as you forgive us, and enable us to receive your forgiveness even in 
our stubbornness. We seek your strength in facing anxieties and troubles to 
come. Sovereign One, may all blessing and honor, glory and power, be yours 
eternally.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Dean Grifith 
 

INVITATION Dean Grifith 
 

COMMUNION MEAL 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Dean Grifith 
 

COMMUNION HYMN, V 3 All Who Hunger Gather Gladly -HOLY MANNA 

All who hunger, sing together; Jesus Christ is living bread.  
Come from loneliness and longing. Here, in peace, we have been led.  
Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude.  
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.  

 

BENEDICTION Dean Grifith 
 

PARTING MUSIC Steve Phillips, piano 

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart - by Frederick C. Atkinson, arr. by Victor Labenske 
 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship and Assurance of Grace from Psalm 103:1-5 paraphrase by Dean 
Griffith; Micah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, and Matthew 5:1-12 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Hymn, Blessed Are the Poor In Spirit; Text: ©2009 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette; Tune: John Wyeth's 
Repository of Sacred Music, 1813; A Prayer after the form Jesus taught the Disciples by Dean Griffith; Communion Hymn All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly; 
Words: © GIA Publications, Inc. from Chalice Hymnal p 419. 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
Pastor Allen: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net, or Office@StJohnChurch.net 

www.StJohnChurch.net or Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/ 
520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 
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