
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 16, 2025 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Matthew Specter, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano. 
  

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte 
The Church's One Foundation - arranged by Stan Pethel 

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

TIME OF MEDITATION  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent 
There will come a day when you will say, “We will give thanks to you, O God, 
for though you were angry with us, your anger turned away and you comforted us.” 
“Surely God is our salvation. We will trust and will not be afraid, for the Holy 
One is our strength and our might and has become our salvation.” 
With joy we will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
And we will say in that day, “Give thanks to God, call on God’s name. Make 
known God’s deeds among the nations. Proclaim God’s name exalted.” 

 

OPENING HYMN, 582 O God of Earth and Altar 
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OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD (A CONFESSION OF SIN) Allen Fluent 

Forgive us, God, for looking back and desiring things that are gone. Forgive us 
for holding on to things we love, not for their authentic value, but because they 
seem easy and give us sentimental pleasure. Ignite our imaginations, God, too 
long neglected; and allow us to consider new callings, hopes and dreams, so 
that we may begin to see the new thing you are creating right here, in the 
midst of this tired and troubled world. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS Allen Fluent 
The world of faith is forever new. Rejoice and be glad.  
God is doing a new thing… in you! 

 

SONG OF CELEBRATION, 417 VS. 1 & 4 This Is a Day of New Beginnings 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup 

His Eye is on the Sparrow - arranged by Jack Schrader 
 

GENEROSITY TEAM MISSION MOMENT: ROOTED IN LOVE Tim Smith & Steve Phillips 
 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: ISAIAH 65:17-25 
(Page 696 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Matthew Specter 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 21:5-19 
(Page 85 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “CLEANING UP TO MAKE A NEW DAY” Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE, 391 VS. 1, 3, & 5 In the Midst of New Dimensions 
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A NEW CREED (United Church of Canada)  Matthew Specter 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and 
serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and 
risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Matthew Specter 

The offering in worship is the way we symbolize the sharing of life in the 
Christian community. If you have brought an offering today, you may place 
it in an offering plate in the front or back of the sanctuary, or use the QR 
code to give online. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
To give is to love. To love is to live. 
To live is to grow. To grow is to flourish. 
Receive our gifts as signs of our intention to give back, live justly, tread gently, and 
nurture what sustains us. 
Bless our offerings that we may foster healing for the land and all who depend 
upon it.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For 
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever.  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN, 609 Now Is the Time Approaching 
 

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC  

We Are Called to Be God's People - arranged by Stan Pethel 
 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship based on Isaiah 12:1-3 adapted by Allen Fluent; Isaiah 65:17-25 
and Luke 21:5-19 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA; A New Creed is a brief and well-loved affirmation of faith used widely in the United Church of Canada (1968; rev. 1980, 1995); Prayer of 
Dedication from The Serviceberry, ©2025 UMC Creation Justice Movement, pp. 40-41; The Lord’s Prayer by Allen Fluent. 

 

St. John’s Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
Next Sunday! All are invited and welcome!  
November 23, 2025 after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 
Volunteers are needed to bring food, decorate, prep, and clean 
up! Sign-up sheets and disposable pans for hot dishes are 
available in the back of the church sanctuary. Use the QR code 
to sign up online or go to www.perfectpotluck.com/DPPL7145, 
or message Jan Hoeweler at jhoeweler@fuse.net or 513.314.5736. 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
Contact the Pastor: 859.261.2066 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

Submit a prayer request: PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
Receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc.: Office@StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 
 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 
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