
Welcome! 
No matter who you are 

or where you are on life’s 
journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 
at St. John Church 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 5, 2025 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. Masks are optional. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. Sign Language Interpretation is 
available in the front. Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. The people’s 
responses are in bold print. The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Bill Machuga, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano. 
  

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte 
Let Us Break Bread Together - arranged by Raluca Bojor 

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

TIME OF MEDITATION  
 

MORNING PSALM: PSALM 148 Allen Fluent 
(Page 583 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) 

 

OPENING HYMN, 17 To You, O God, All Creatures Sing 
 

MORNING LESSON: PROVERBS 8:22-36 Allen Fluent 
(Page 591 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) 

 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE Allen Fluent 

Children of God, when we recognize the ways in which our society takes advantage 
of God’s abundance, how will we answer? 
God of hope, renew us this day that, in your abundance, we may find new 
ways to support your creation. 
Children of God, when our efforts toward change leave us feeling drained, how will 
we answer? 
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God of hope, replenish us this day that, in your love, we may stand 
invigorated, ready to accomplish your work. 
Children of God, just as rain sent from heaven waters the earth, nourishing life and 
accomplishing its purpose, let God’s presence wash afresh over us. 
Renew and refresh us, O God, that we may embrace your presence and be 
your conduits of hope in our world. 
Receive now the gift of God’s reassurance and God’s calling to care for one another 
and for all who live in our earthly home. 
 

SONG OF CELEBRATION Here We Gather as God's People 

Here we gather as God’s people with our friends from far and near; 
Let our voices sound with praises knowing Christ has called us here. 
Now we week and greet each other, now in joy approach our friends. 
Here we mingle, bound together as to all our love extends. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup 

At This Table - words and music by Idina Menzel and Jonas Myrin 
 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: JEREMIAH 32:1-15 
(Page 736 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Bill Machuga 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 16:19-31 
(Page 79 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “IN JEREMIAH’S FIELD” Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN OF REFLECTION, 398 Shadow and Substance 
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APOSTLES CREED Bill Machuga 

We place our trust in you, our God, our strong and beloved Parent. You are the 
creative passion that calls all things to be. When Jesus came, we saw in him 
the likeness of your love. He was born among us, Mary’s child; and because 
he knew God’s love demanded justice, he suffered and was crucified by 
Pilate’s worldly power. Though his body was returned to the earth from which 
it came, within three days the ones who loved him felt again the joy of his 
living presence. Like them, we feel your power, above all powers of this world, 
and we entrust to you the judgment of all that is to come. We trust the comfort 
and calling of your Spirit. We live in communion with the faithful throughout 
the ages. Your forgiveness restores our souls to wholeness, and the blessing 
of your peace is all that life can ever hope to be.  Amen. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Bill Machuga 

The offering of the church is an invitation to all who have gathered here to 
share your gifts in the fellowship of Christ and to know that all you have to 
share is valued and blessed by God. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
To give is to love. To love is to live. 
To live is to grow. To grow is to flourish. 
Receive our gifts as signs of our intention to give back, live justly, tread gently, and 
nurture what sustains us. 
Bless our offerings that we may foster healing for the land and all who depend 
upon it.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN, V 1 & 2 We Come to This Table 

We come to this table, O God, with thanksgiving. 
We lift up our hearts, we remember, we pray. 
We hear Jesus' welcome — inviting, forgiving; 
We know your Spirit's peace as we feast here today. 
2 

We dine at your table as sisters and brothers, 
Diverse in our cultures, yet nourished as one. 
The bread and the cup that we share here with others 
Are gifts uniting all who are claimed by your Son. 
 

https://stjohnchurch.net/donate-online-2/
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INVITATION Allen Fluent 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come.  
For the power of your love will rule our hearts forever. Amen 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Allen Fluent 
 

COMMUNION MEAL 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent 
 

COMMUNION HYMN, V 3 & 4 We Come to This Table 

We grieve for your world here; we cry, "How much longer?" 
We pray for the cycles of violence to cease. 
Yet here, in Christ broken, we're fed and made stronger 
To labor in his name for a world filled with peace. 
 

We rise from this table with new dedication 
To feed the world's children, to free the oppressed, 
To clear out the minefields, to care for creation; 
We pray, O God of peace, that our work will be blest. 

 

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC 

I'm Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table - arranged by Stan Pethel 
 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Confession and Assurance by Rev. Kelby Werner, in The Serviceberry, ©2025 UMC 
Creation Justice Movement, p. 76; Song of Celebration Here We Gather as God's People; Words: ©1995 Chalice Press from Chalice Hymnal p. 294; Psalm 
148, Proverbs 8:22-36, Jeremiah 32:1-15 and Luke 16:19-31 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Apostles’ Creed a paraphrase by Allen Fluent; Prayer of Dedication from The Serviceberry, 
©2025 UMC Creation Justice Movement, pp. 40-41; Communion Hymn We Come to This Table; Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626 ("We Gather 
Together") (public domain), Text: ©2002 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette; The Lord’s Prayer by Allen Fluent. 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
Pastor Allen: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net, or Office@StJohnChurch.net 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 
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