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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Masks are optional. Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people’s responses are in bold print and the people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &z

Allen Fluent, preacher; Lonnie Fields, liturgist; Theo Baldwin, piano.

GATHERING Music AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte
Shall We Gather At The River - arr. by Aaron Copland Jamie Evans, tenor
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent
God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, though the
mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
Let us worship God.

&= HYMN OF PRAISE, 299 For All the Saints

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Allen Fluent
Let us confess our sin, trusting in God’s grace.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we confess the fears and anxieties that live within us and keep us from
appreciating the fullness of life’s joy and hope. When the troubles of the world
and our own personal sorrows seem to overwhelm us, remind us, we pray, of
the great fellowship of those who share in the love of Christ, and the generous
grace that can turn our hearts and instill within us once again the knowledge

of your peace.
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
The Spirit of grace is among us now. We forgive and are forgiven in the name of
Christ. Amen.
= HYMN OF THANKSGIVING TUNE -ASH GROVE

O God, We Give Thanks for the Saints Gone Before Us

O God, we give thanks for the saints gone before us —
remembering well how they walked Jesus' Way.

They valued the truth and would rise to defend it.

They knelt to be kind to the poor day by day.

They welcomed in immigrants, honored new neighbors,
put love before greed, and sought peace over strife.
May we in our homes and our churches and nations
recall Jesus' teachings and welcome this life.

O God, we give thanks for the saints now among us —
for teachers and helpers and activists, too,

for those in our families and those who work with us
to make the world better, to make the world new.

We thank you for those who seek justice for others,
for those who seek Jesus and live by his grace.

May we in our homes and our churches and nations
give thanks for their witness of love in this place.

O God, we give thanks for the Way Jesus shows us;
may we seek to follow his reign from above.

The world often calls us to hatred and violence,

but Christ's Way is welcome and mercy and love.
Like prophets, apostles, and martyrs before us,

like those who bear witness to you every day,

Page 2 St. John United Church of Christ, Bellevue, KY November 2, 2025



may we in our homes and our churches and nations
be saints who are eager to choose Jesus' Way.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Jamie Evans, tenor
You Walk With Me - words and music by David Yazbek
EPISTLE READING: EPHESIANS 1:11-23 Lonnie Fields

(Page 192 — New Testament section of the pew Bible)

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

Bx GOSPEL READING: LUKE 6:20-31

NEW TESTAMENT READING: BIBLE REF. HERE
(Page 64 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON “THE LIVES OF SAINTS” Allen Fluent
%= HYMN OF RESPONSE, 403 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Lonnie Fields

By bringing our offerings, we are reminded that the fellowship of Christisa @
spiritual community of sharing. Each of us brings our own unique and =
special gifts, and all of us are enriched by what God is able to accomplish.

o

©
(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May the gifts we share help form the one community in Christ through all the
world. Amen.

READING OF THE NAMES [LIST CAN BE FOUND ON LAST PAGE]

We remember friends, family, and members who have passed from this life during the past
church year.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH— PSALM 23 Lonnie Fields
You God are my shepherd, | shall not want.
You make me lie down in green pastures;
You lead me beside still waters;
You restore my soul.
You lead me in paths of righteousness for your name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table for me in the presence of my enemies;

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in your sacred house for endless days.

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent
Believing that the embrace of God is unbroken by death, let us give thanks for those
we love.

Our hearts are full as we remember you, beloved family and friends. We give
God thanks for your life among us, and for all that you have shared, by nature
and grace, with those who love you and with the Church of Jesus Christ.

HoLy COMMUNION
& COMMUNION HYMN, 393,v1&2 Blessed Be the Tie That Binds

INVITATION Allen Fluent

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept
our own forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days that
come. For the power of your love will rule in our hearts forever. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Allen Fluent
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COMMUNION MEAL

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent
%= COMMUNION HYMN, 393,v3 &4 Blessed Be the Tie That Binds
BENEDICTION Allen Fluent
PARTING MusIC Theo Baldwin, piano

Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above -arranged by Lloyd Larson

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.

Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship Psalm 46.1-3 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; adapted by Allen Fluent; Opening Our Hearts to God, Prayer
of Confession-and Assurance of Grace by Allen Fluent; Song of Thanksgiving O God, We Give Thanks for the Saints Gone Before Us, text ©2024 by
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, tune: THE ASH GROVE, ©1972 Contemporary Worship 4, reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress in The New Century Hymnal
©1995 The Pilgrim Press p.76; Ephesians 1:11-23 and Luke 6:20-31 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Affirmation of Faith - Psalm 23 from Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946,
1952, and 1971 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America; An Invitation to the
Offering, Prayer of Dedication, Words of Remembrance and Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer by Allen Fluent.

Stay Connected at St. John Church!/

To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net.

To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net.

For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.
No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066.
mﬂ Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:.00pm.

ST.JOHN

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

520 Fairfield Avenue * Bellevue, KY 41073 ¢ StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066

November 2, 2025 St. John United Church of Christ, Bellevue, KY Page 5


mailto:Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:Office@StJohnChurch.net
http://www.stjohnchurch.net/
http://www.StJohnChurch.net

NOVEMBER 1, 2024 — OCTOBER 31, 2025

NECROLOGY

We remember those who have died in the past year. We celebrate their
lives, even as we continue to grieve.

James Duell

Carole Sue Rouse Taulbee

John Gilliam

Jaclyn Meyers

Steven Maher

Rev. Stephen J. Eriksen
Barry P. O'Bryant
Ruth Hawkins

Bob Machuga

Dr. John Wolper

Betty Hatfield Hamilton
Herman (Ted) Mauser
John C. Walker
Melody Hofmann
Audrey Angner

Edna Francis Daniels
Violet Sterling

Ann Kick

9/4/2024 Donald John Finck
9/20/2024 Betty Heinisch
10/2/2024 Ernie Heinisch

10/10/2024 Blanche Cox
10/10/2024 Patrick Peter Preziosi
10/21/2024 Nancy Carol Rachford
10/23/2024 Toni Mueller
11/12/2024 Butch McCormick
11/21/2024 Esther Ries
11/25/2024 Steve Durkee
12/10/2024 David Gentrup
12/21/2024 Beverly Ann Hicks

1/3/2025 Cody Spencer Ochs
1/16/2025 Simon Bandenburg
1/128/2025 Betty Hoecker
1/29/2025 Tina Blanchard
1/131/2025 Guy Mescher

3/5/2025 Michael Hart

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING
Believing that the embrace of God is unbroken by death, let us give thanks for those
we love. Our hearts are full as we remember you, beloved family and friends. We
give God thanks for your life among us, and for all that you have shared, by nature

and grace, with those who love you and with the Church of Jesus Christ.

3/6/2025
3/18/2025
3/25/2025

4/7/2025
4/17/2025
5/11/2025

6/2/2025
6/21/2025
712212025
112212025

8/6/2025
8/30/2025

9/4/2025
10/2/2025
10/3/2025
10/4/2025

10/19/2025
10/27/2025
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