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The Worship of God m Welcome!

at St. John Church ﬁu No matter who you are

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost or where you are on life’s
August 24, 2025 | 10:30AM STJOHN journey you are welcome here.

UNI TEDCHURCH OF CHRIST

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &z

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

Dean Griffith, preacher; Tim Smith, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano.

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty - arranged by Shirley Brendlinger
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Dean Griffith

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn't reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

TIME OF MEDITATION

CALL TO WORSHIP Dean Griffith
As we gather in this place, may the grace of love be with us.
May the grace of the God of life be with us,
May the grace of the loving Christ be with us,
May the grace of the Holy Spirit be with us,
To cherish, to aid, to enfold.
Bless the Almighty, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless the Holy Name.
Bless our Sovereign, O my soul, and do not forget God’s compassion and
steadfast love.

w OPENING HYMN 307 Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
u OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD (A Conression oF SiN) Dean Griffith


http://www.StJohnChurch.net

How easily we call for peace, God, when our security is not at risk and our
wellbeing seems assured. Forgive us for settling too easily for a comfortable
world while distant members of your family suffer wrongs. Stir us from our
complacency in a troubled world; but allow us the inner peace that is the
reward of those who attack the wrongs that others feel. In the name of Jesus,
we pray. Amen.

2 PRAYER FOR MERCY Dean Griffith
God, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
God, have mercy on us.

2w ASSURANCE OF GOD'S FORGIVENESS Dean Griffith
God forgives all our iniquity and redeems our lives; For our god is merciful and
gracious, slow to anger and abounding In steadfast love.

2 GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Savior, our mighty God and Holy Comforter.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MuSIC Jennie Malone and Brandon Stroup
Come to Jesus - arranged by Mark Hayes

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: ISAIAH 58:9-14
(Page 688 — Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Tim Smith

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.
3 GOSPEL READING: LUKE 13:10-17
(Page 76 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Dean Griffith

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.
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SERMON “THE BOOK” Dean Griffith
HYMN OF RESPONSE, 503 O Savior, Let Me Walk with You

Eg AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
What can separate us from God'’s love in Christ? Affliction? Hardship?
Poverty? Wealth? Prejudice? Hunger? Fear? Danger? Weapons?

NO! For we are convinced that there is NOTHING in the realms of those
things we know or those we know not: not death nor life, not the present nor
the future, not in the furthest reaches of space nor the deepest places in the
planet we inhabit. NOTHING in all the cosmos, all of reality, can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Savior. Thanks be to God. Amen.

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Tim Smith
The offering in worship is the way we symbolize the sharing of life in the @
Christian community. If you have brought an offering today, you may place
it in an offering plate in the front or back of the sanctuary, or use the QR
code to give online.

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God, we dedicate to you our hopes, our dreams, our worldly goods, our faith
and our love, that reflects your love. May our lives be guided by your Way, and
may our works be signs of your most gracious care. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE Dean Griffith
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer

A PRAYER AFTER THE FORM JESUS TAUGHT THE DISCIPLES
Great God of Spirit and Truth, Presence and Mercy, your name is holy in all
your creation: may all things be as you wish. Grant to us food for our daily
needs, and guide us in sharing all your blessings. Teach us to forgive others
in love, as you forgive us, and enable us to receive your forgiveness even in
our stubbornness. We seek your strength in facing anxieties and troubles to
come. Sovereign One, may all blessing and honor, glory and power, be yours
eternally. Amen.
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2 CLOSING SONG Trust and Obey
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1. When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word, what a
2. Not a bur-den we bear, not a sor-row we share, but our
3.But  we ne - ver can prove the de-lights of his love un-til
4. Then in fel-lows-hip sweet we will sit at his feet, or we'll
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glo-ry he sheds on our way!While we do his good will, he a-
toil he doth rich-ly re- pay; not a griefor a loss, not a
all on the al-tar we lay; for the fa-vor he shows, for the
walk by his side in the way:; what he says we will do, where he
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bides with us  still, and with all who will trust and o - bey.
frowon or a cross, but is blest if we trustand o - bey.
joy he bes- tows, are for them who will trust and o - bey.
sends we will go; ne - ver fear, on-ly trustand o - bey.
Refrain
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Trust and o - bey, for there's no o - ther way to be
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hap-py in  Je-sus, butto trustand o - bey.
BENEDICTION Dean Griffith
PARTING MusiIC

Soon and Very Soon with On Jordan's Stormy Banks - arranged by Cindy Berry

All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Dean Griffith. Call to Worship based on
Psalm 103 and Carmina Gadelica by Alexander Carmichael, p. 281 adapted by Dean Griffith; Opening Our Hearts to God by Allen Fluent; Prayer for Mercy
from original in Latin, Kyrie Eleison, adapted by Dean Griffith; Assurance of God’s Forgiveness from Psalm 103, adapted by Dean Griffith; Gloria Patri
words by Allen Fluent, music from The New Century Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, p.759; Isaiah 5:1-17 and Luke 12:49-56 from New Revised Standard
Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Affirmation of Faith from Romans
8:35-39. adapted by Dean Griffith; A Prayer After the Form Jesus Taught the Disciples by Dean Giriffith; Closing Song Trust and Obey; public domain from

Chalice Hymnal p. 556. St. John UCC, 520 Fairfield Avenue * Bellevue, KY 41073 « StJohnChurch.net » 859.261.2066
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