
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 20, 2025 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Bill Machuga, liturgist; Branton Stroup, director of music, piano. 
  

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
Be Still, My Soul - arranged by Colleen Adent  

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

TIME OF MEDITATION  
 

OPENING MEDITATION ON PSALM 52 Allen Fluent 
(King David marvels at one who holds power over others, but does not live by the Word and 

Righteousness of God) 

Why do you boast, O mighty one, of mischief done against the godly? All day long 
you are plotting destruction. Your tongue is like a sharp razor, you worker of 
treachery. You love evil more than good and lying more than speaking the truth. You 
love all words that devour, O deceitful tongue. But God will break you down forever; 
God will snatch and tear you from your tent; God will uproot you from the land of the 
living. The righteous will see and fear, and will laugh at him, saying, “See the one 
who would not take refuge in God, but trusted in abundant riches and sought refuge 
in wealth! 
But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. 
I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever. 
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I will thank you forever because of what you have done. 
In the presence of the faithful I will proclaim your name, for it is good. 

 

OPENING HYMN 42 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER Allen Fluent 

How we struggle, God, to search for the things that may prosper us and 
protect us from the world, and how envious we become of the possessors of 
wealth and power. We confess that, in times of worry, we have wanted to trust 
their wisdom, but we acknowledge that it has never been enough to free us 
from our fears; so this morning we turn to you, seeking the better way. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS Allen Fluent 
May we live forever in the steadfast love of God, and may we thrive like a green olive 
tree in the house of God’s holy light.  Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE, 8, VS 1 & 4 Praise to the Living God 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup, piano 

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus - arranged by Dan Musselman 
 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: AMOS 8:1-12 
(Page 856 – Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Bill Machuga 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 10:38-42 
(Page 72 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “THE BETTER PART” Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE, 451 Be Now My Vision 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – New Zealand Bill Machuga 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. You have always been with us.  
You are God.  
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.  
You came to us before we came to you.  
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and 
died and rose again. You are with us now.  
You are God.  
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Bill Machuga 

The offering in worship is the way we symbolize the sharing of life in the 
Christian community. If you have brought an offering today, you may place 
it in an offering plate in the front or back of the sanctuary, or use the QR 
code to give online. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, we dedicate to you our hopes, our dreams, our worldly goods, our faith 
and our love, that reflects your love. May our lives be guided by your Way, and 
may our works be signs of your most gracious care. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. We 
pray for your reign of peace to come, we pray that your good will be done, let 
heaven and earth become one. Give us this day the bread we need, give it to 
those who have none. Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, from each 
one to each one. Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power and the glory and 
the mercy: Forever your name is All in One.  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN, 77 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
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BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC 

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus - arranged by Lloyd Larson 
 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.  
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Opening Meditation based on Psalm 52 adapted by Allen Fluent; Amos 8:1-12 and 
Luke 10:38-42 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the USA; Affirmation of Faith from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, ©1989 Church of the Province of New Zealand, from The 
New Century Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, p.886: The Lord’s Prayer by Parker J. Palmer in Peace Prayers, ©1992 editors Carrie Leadingham, Joann 
E. Moschella, and Hilary M. Vartanian. 

 

Pastor's Discretionary Assistance Fund (PDAF) 
This fund was established to provide food, housing, utilities and 
amenities to our congregation and close neighbors when they are 
in need. Blessing Bags and Kroger gift cards are the most visible 
expressions of this fund. St. John Church’s extravagant welcome 
is evident when your over-and-above gifts are directed to the 
PDAF. Please consider a donation from your abundance so this 
ministry does not go dormant. Use a PDAF envelope from the 
Welcome Table or use the QR code or Click Here to donate online to 
donate online (designate Pastor's Discretionary Assistance Fund.)  
 

UCC 35th General Synod Outcomes 
Investigate resolutions of witness, church structure, and function as 
condensed by Pastor Allen (tinyurl.com/5f524tcv) and use the QR code 
(generalsynod.org) to find ‘News and Updates’ at the Synod website for 
voting results. 

 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net. 

To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 
For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 
 

 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 
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