
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 3, 2025 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. Masks are optional. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Beth Palm, liturgist; Branton Stroup, director of music, piano. 
  

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
We Worship You, God - arranged by Jay Rouse  

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
  

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

TIME OF MEDITATION  
 

MORNING LITANY Allen Fluent 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed, 
O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come. When deeds of iniquity 
overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. 
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; 
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 
By your strength you established the mountains;  
you are girded with might. 
You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the 
peoples. 
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you make 
the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 
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OPENING HYMN, 22 Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped 
 

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS Allen Fluent 

Even before we admit our sin, God promises to hear us with mercy.  Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
No words can express the depth of our need, but you know us completely, O 
God. When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. 
You rescue us from evil and clothe us with love. Humbly we thank you; for no 
words can express our gratitude for the gift of your salvation.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Members of the family of God, God does not hold our sin against us, but pours out 
abundant grace.  Give thanks to God and by the Spirit’s power share the good news 
everywhere.  We are forgiven!  Amen. 
 

SONG OF CELEBRATION Come and Find the Quiet Center -BEACH SPRING 

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 
 

In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other's pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain: 
there's a place for deepest dreaming, there's a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare! 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, greet one another with the peace of Christ.) 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Jennie Malone 

Gentle Like Jesus - words and music by Joel Sczebel and Todd Twining 
 

EPISTLE READING: 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8, 16-18 
(Page 213 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Beth Palm 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING: LUKE 18:9-14 
(Page 81 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “THE TAX COLLECTOR AND THE PHARISEE” Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN OF REFLECTION, 486, v 1 & 2 I Must Tell Jesus 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED  Beth Palm 

We place our trust in you, our God, our strong and beloved Parent. You are the 
creative passion that calls all things to be. When Jesus came, we saw in him 
the likeness of your love. He was born among us, Mary’s child; and because 
he knew God’s love demanded justice, he suffered and was crucified by 
Pilate’s worldly power. Though his body was returned to the earth from which 
it came, within three days the ones who loved him felt again the joy of his 
living presence. Like them, we feel your power, above all powers of this world, 
and we entrust to you the judgment of all that is to come. We trust the comfort 
and calling of your Spirit. We live in communion with the faithful throughout 
the ages. Your forgiveness restores our souls to wholeness, and the blessing 
of your peace is all that life can ever hope to be.  Amen. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Beth Palm 

With our offerings we support the life of this faith community and contribute 
to the ministries of Christ throughout the world. If you have brought an 
offering today, you may place it in an offering plate in the front or back of 
the sanctuary, or use the QR code to give online. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
With prayer for a world transformed by your love, we bring our gifts to you, O 
God.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN, 332, V 1 & 2 As We Gather at Your Table 
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INVITATION Allen Fluent 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come.  
For the power of your love will rule our hearts forever. Amen 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Allen Fluent 
 

COMMUNION MEAL 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent 
 

COMMUNION HYMN, 332, V 3 As We Gather at Your Table 
 

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC 

Praise Him! Praise Him! - arranged by Hugh S. Livingston, Jr. 
 

 
Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481. 

Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Morning Litany based on Psalm 65 from Feasting on the Word-Liturgies for Year C. 
Volume 2 Worship Companion by Kimberly Bracken Long, editor, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, p. 229-230; Prayer for Forgiveness from Feasting 
on the Word-Liturgies for Year C. Volume 2 Worship Companion by Kimberly Bracken Long, editor, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, p. 230; Song of 
Celebration Come and Find the Quiet Center ©1992 Hope Publishing Co. from Chalice Hymnal p.575 vs. 1 & 3; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 and Luke 18:9-14 
from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; 
Apostles’ Creed a paraphrase by Allen Fluent; The Lord’s Prayer by Allen Fluent. 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
Contact the Pastor: 859.261.2066 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

Submit a prayer request: PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
Receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc.: Office@StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 
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