The Worship Of GOd /&ﬁ Welcome!

at St. John Church No matter who you are
The Season of Easter or where you are on life’s

May 4, 2025 | 10:30AM journey you are welcome here.

(Communion will be received in the pews. Pre-packaged communion elements are available:
gluten-free bread / non-alcoholic wine. Acquire elements at the table in the back or front.)

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  &x

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

Allen Fluent, preacher; Lonnie Fields, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano.

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte
Your Great Name - arranged by Carol Tornquist
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn't reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

MOMENT OF MEDITATION

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent
We celebrate the vision of the heavenly worship described by St. John the
evangelist: | looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, singing with full voice:

Worthy is the lamb that was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!

Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing, (Continued on next page)



To the one seated on the throne and to the lamb be blessing and honor and

glory and might forever and ever! (Revelation 5:11-13)
Bz HYMN OF ADORATION, 522 | Love to Tell the Story
OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Allen Fluent

We praise you, God; giving thanks for your holy name, for your anger is but for a
moment. Your favor is for a lifetime.

In the light of your glory, we have seen the wrongs we have done, the good we
might have done, and the truths we have denied. Wash us in your mercy and
feed us with your grace.

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

2% SONG OF THANKSGIVING, 52, v 1 There Is a Name | Love to Hear

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, whatever is most comfortable for you, greet one
another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MusIC Brandon Stroup
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) -arr. Chris Tomlin and Louie Giglio

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: AMOS 5:14-15, 21-24
(Page 854 — Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Lonnie Fields
Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

2% GOSPEL READING: JOHN 21:1-19

(Page 115 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent
Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON “DO YOU LOVE ME?” Allen Fluent

HYMN OF RESPONSE, 493 O Jesus, | Have Promised
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S AN AFFIRMATION Lonnie Fields
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them.... There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not received perfection in love.
We love because God first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate a
brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. The
commandment we have from God is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also. (1 John 4:16, 18-21)

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Lonnie Fields
The offering in the early church was the bringing forth of the food for the 10
fellowship meal. Now, like then, the offering of our gifts is for the
nourishment of all. Let us celebrate all that we have to share.

®

i
(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God, we lay our gifts before you, made sacred by being shared and used in
faithfulness and care. Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
2= COMMUNION HYMN, 330, v 1 &2 Let Us Break Bread Together

INVITATION Allen Fluent

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. We
pray for your reign of peace to come, we pray that your good will be done, let
heaven and earth hecome one. Give us this day the bread we need, give it to
those who have none. Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, from each
one to each one. Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days —
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power and the glory and
the mercy: Forever your name is All in One. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Allen Fluent
THE COMMUNION MEAL

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent
STORY OF THE RED EASTER EGG

COMMUNION HYMN, 330, v 3 Let Us Break Bread Together
BENEDICTION Allen Fluent
PARTING MusicC

Because He Lives -arr. John Purifoy

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship Revelation 5:11-13 from New Revised Standard Version Bible ©
1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Amos 5:14-15, 21-24 and John 21:1-19 from New
Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; An Affirmation
based on 1 John 4:16, 18-21 adapted by Allen Fluent; The Lord’s Prayer by Parker J. Palmer in Peace Prayers, ©1992 editors Carrie Leadingham, Joann E.
Moschella, and Hilary M. Vartanian.

May 18, 2025 (Sunday) Unpacking Antisemitism program at ﬁ
St. John Church presented by the American Jewish
Committee. Light lunch at 12:15pm, 1:00pm one-hour program. Gl .- ﬂ! m‘

| = e S [ TEDCUC OF CHRIST

Empower yourself with essential knowledge and strategies to
identify, respond to, and prevent antisemitism within our
networks. This event is free and accessible to all. Registration is needed for planning
purposes only. Register by May 9 at Office@StJohnChurch.net or call 859-261-2066
or leave your name on the signup sheet on the Welcome Table.

Stay Connected at St. John Church!/

To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net.
oo To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net.
For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.

ﬂn No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066.
ST.JOHN Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

520 Fairfield Avenue * Bellevue, KY 41073 « StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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