
Welcome! 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 

journey you are welcome here. 

The Worship of God 

at St. John Church 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 27, 2025 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Allen Fluent, preacher; Melissa Artopoeus, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano. 

 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
Morning Has Broken Medley - arranged by Marcia Wells 

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 
 

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner. 
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it 

in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave. 
 

MOMENT OF MEDITATION  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Allen Fluent 
Grace to you and peace from the one who is and who was and who is to come…and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler over all 
earthly powers. 
To Jesus who loves us and freed us from sin’s power, and called us to become 
a community of strength that serves the God he knew as a loving Parent, be 
glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be.  Amen. 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Holy One, who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Mighty One. 

 

HYMN OF ADORATION (See next page) Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! 
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OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Allen Fluent 

Come, Holy Jesus. Pass through the locked doors of our hearts and help us to 
believe in you. When it seems that cruelty prevails in human affairs, and 
corruption is on the throne, deliver us from despair, and remind us of your 
wounded witness to the power of God’s unfailing love. Holy Spirit, Breath of God, 
you inspire our souls with the living Truth of the love of Christ within us. 
Heal our doubts. Renew our trust. May we find ourselves again within the Spirit of 
your love.  Amen. 
 

SONG OF CELEBRATION, 246 Come, Celebrate with Thanksgiving 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, whatever is most comfortable for you, greet one 
another with the peace of Christ.) 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup 

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus (We Turn), -words & music by Paul Baloche and Aaron Shust 
 

EPISTLE READING: ACTS 5:27-32 
(Page 123 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Melissa Artopoeus 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING: JOHN 20:19-31 
(Page 115 – New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON “DOUBTERS” Allen Fluent 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE, 417 This Is a Day of New Beginnings 
 

A NEW CREED Melissa Artopoeus 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

(cont. on next page) 
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We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and 
resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Melissa Artopoeus 

The offering of the church is an invitation to all who have gathered here to 
share your gifts in the fellowship of Christ and to know that all you have to 
share is valued and blessed by God. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, we bring these offerings to you for the ministries of our congregation and 
the church’s work throughout the world. May they bring blessing to all who 
hear and see and feel good news in what is done here in your name.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your 
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the 
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we 
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept 
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come.  
For the power of your love will rule our hearts forever.  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN (See next paget) God, You Made Your Good Creation 
 

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent 
 

PARTING MUSIC  

Low in the Grave He Lay -arr. Mark Hayes 
 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481. 
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Hymn of Adoration Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! Words: ©1986 by Hope 
Publishing Co.; Harmonization: ©1965 the United Methodist Publishing House from Chalice Hymnal p 222; Acts 5:27-32 and John 20:19-31 from New 
Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; A New Creed is 
a brief and well-loved affirmation of faith used widely in the United Church of Canada (1968; rev. 1980, 1995); Closing Hymn God, You Made Your Good 
Creation Text ©2016 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Harmonization ©2017 Christopher Gage. 
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Coming Events  - Use QR code to access complete list and links 
 

May 2 & 3, 2025 (Fri./Sat.) Rummage Sale 
Friday, May 2, 5-8 pm and Saturday, May 3, 9 am 
to 12 noon Fellowship Hall (Lower Level) 
 

May 3, 2025 (Saturday) 10am-noon SONKA Spring Gathering at Shiloh Church UCC 
in Dayton, OH. Vote to elect MiMi Chamberlin as our next Association Minister. 
Attend in person or by Zoom. 
 

May 18, 2025 (Sunday) 1:00pm Unpacking Antisemitism program at 
St. John Church presented by the American Jewish Committee. 
Register here. 
 

June 1, 2025 (Sunday) Noon-5:00pm NKY Pride Festival, Covington, KY. Volunteers 
will be needed – more information soon. 
 

June 8, 2025 (Sunday) 10:30am Pentecost Sunday worship service – Wear Red! 
 

June 19, 2025 (Thursday) 6-10pm Drag Bingo at Rhinegeist Brewery to 
benefit NISE. Info and tickets here. 
 

June 26, 2025 (Thursday) 7:00pm Pride Multifaith Celebration Service 
at First UCC, 5808 Glenview Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45224. Guest speaker: Rev. Derek 
Terry, Open and Affirming Coalition Acting Executive Director. 
 

June 28, 2025 (Saturday) Noon- 8pm Cincinnati Pride parade and festival. 
Volunteers will be needed – more information soon. 
 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net. 

To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 
For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 

 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1334484562249?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.simpletix.com/e/eat-drinks-show=-nise-drag-bingo-tickets-208275
mailto:Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:Office@StJohnChurch.net
http://www.stjohnchurch.net/

