The Worship of God & Welcome!

.
at St. John Church R =93 No matter who you are
The Season after Lent sl or where you are on life’s
March 23, 2025 | 10:30AM \”j journey you are welcome here.

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &z

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

Dean Griffith, guest preacher; Bobby Moreland, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano.

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte
I Love to Tell the Story, arranged by Dan Musselman
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Dean Griffith

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn't reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP Dean Griffith
O God, you are our God. We seek you, indeed our souls thirst for you. As people lost
in the desert, we thirst deeply for you.

We have glimpsed you in the sanctuary and in the thin places. We have beheld
your glory in your heavens and in your earth, your power in the storm and in
the seas.

Your steadfast love is better even than life; our lips will praise you!

We will bless your name as long as we live! We call on you to hear our songs
and words of praise! In the shadow of your wings we will sing for joy.

Az HYMN OF ADORATION, 23 There's a Wideness in God's Mercy



OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Dean Griffith
Let us confess our sin, trusting in God’s grace.
Hear, all you who thirst, and you who have no money:
Come, buy and eat! Buy wine and milk, fruit and grain, without money, without
price.
Why spend your money for that which does not nourish or satisfy?
Come, listen to what | say; eat what is good and drink until you no longer thirst.
Holy One, we are too used to food which is empty of nutrition, to words that
mislead us. Open us to your words in our hearts and minds that we may follow
your ways and not the ways of the wicked and foolish. Let us seek you while
you are near and call upon you for you are our God. Holy One, help us to
forsake wicked and unrighteous paths, bring us closer to you.
The ways and thoughts of the Holy One our God, are above us, but God is near and
gives mercy and pardon to us when we cry out. Our God hears us each and every

one. Amen.
PRAYER SONG, 544, vs. 1 &4 If | Have Been the Source of Pain, O God
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
The Spirit of grace is among us now. We forgive and are forgiven in the name of
Christ. Amen.

4 SONG OF THANKSGIVING, 547, vs.3 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, whatever is most comfortable for you, greet one
another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MusIC Sarah Palm, Clarinet; Brandon Stroup, piano
Just As | Am, arranged by Wayne Fritchie

EPISTLE READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13
(Page 172 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Bobby Moreland

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.
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MINISTRY OF MusIC Brandon Stroup, soloist
The Potter's Hand, arranged by Lloyd Larson

2 GOSPEL READING: LUKE 13:1-9
(Page 76 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Dean Griffith

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON ‘SAY WHAT?” Dean Griffith
HYMN, 451, vs. 1-3 Be Now My Vision
E,ﬂ A NEw CREED Bobby Moreland

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made
flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and
serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and
risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Bobby Moreland
The offering in worship is the way we symbolize the sharing of life in the
Christian community. If you have brought an offering today, you may place
it in an offering plate in the front or back of the sanctuary or use the QR
code to give online,

J0

®

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Bobby Moreland

God, we lay our gifts before you, made sacred by being shared and used in
faithfulness and care. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Dean Griffith
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.
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A PRAYER AFTER THE FORM JESUS TAUGHT THE DISCIPLES
Great God of Spirit and Truth, Presence and Mercy, your name is holy in all
your creation: may all things be as you wish. Grant to us food for our daily
needs, and guide us in sharing all your blessings. Teach us to forgive others
in love, as you forgive us, and enable us to receive your forgiveness even in
our stubbornness. We seek your strength in facing anxieties and troubles to
come. Sovereign One, may all blessing and honor, glory and power, be yours
eternally. Amen.

CLOSING SONG/HYMN, 18 Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer
BENEDICTION — AN OLD IRISH BLESSING Dean Griffith
PARTING MusicC Theo Baldwin

Victory in Jesus - arr. Brent Edstrom

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship from Psalm 63 adapted by Dean Griffith; Opening Our Hearts to
God from Isaiah 55, adapted by Dean Griffith; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 and Luke 13:1-9 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; A New Creed is a brief and well-loved affirmation of faith used widely in
the United Church of Canada (1968; rev. 1980, 1995); A Prayer after the form Jesus taught the Disciples by Dean Griffith.

Lenten Zoom Bible Study
Thursdays from 7-8pm. Register at Office@StJohnChurch.net or call
the church office: 859.261.2066.

One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering
"Be the Light." Please give generously during March 2025.

To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.

To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net.
mavaonews To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net.

For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066.
ST.JOHN Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

520 Fairfield Avenue ¢ Bellevue, KY 41073 ¢ StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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