The Worship Of GOd / \ Welcome!
at St. John Church No matter who you are
The Season after Epiphany \ / or where you are on life’s
January 19, 2025 | 10:30AM journey you are welcome here.

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

Allen Fluent, preacher; Beth Palm, liturgist; Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHT THE CANDLES Adeline Palm
We Shall Overcome -arr. Dan Musselman
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn't reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent
With the rolling waters of mighty streams, we gather to join the movement of God’s
justice.

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment
of destiny. What affects one directly, affects all indirectly.
(from Letter from a Birmingham Jail, April 16, 1963)

With the future dreams of a mustard seed, we come together to join the movement of
Jesus’ liberation.
Every step towards the goal of justice requires struggle; the tireless exertions
and passionate concern of dedicated individuals. This is no time for apathy or
complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive action.

(from Stride toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story, 1958)



With the shining light of a tender flame, we bring our hearts, to join the movement of
the Spirit’s love.
The end is the creation of the beloved community. It is this love which will
bring about miracles in the hearts of people.

(from Facing the Challenge of a New Age, 1956)
Ringing with prayer and praise, bringing our unique gifts and passions, we become
the Body of Christ, moving with faith and action in the world.
Joining this great movement of hope, let us worship God.

# HYMN OF PRAISE, 584 | Am the Light of the World -LiGHT OF THE WORLD

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER BY MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Allen Fluent
Dearest Jesus, come and sit with us today. Show us the lies that are still
embedded in the soul of America’s consciousness. Unmask the untruths we
have made our best friends. For they seek our destruction. And we are being
destroyed, Lord. Reveal the ways the lies have distorted and destroyed our
relationships. They break your shalom daily. Jesus, give us courage to
embrace the truth about ourselves and you and our world. Truth: We are all
made in your image. Truth: You are God; we are not. You are God; money is
not. You are God; jails, bombs and bullets are not. And Jesus, give us faith to
believe: Redemption of people, relationships, communities and whole nations
is possible! Give us faith enough to renounce the lies and tear down the walls
that separate us with our hands, with our feet, and with our votes!

#¥ SONG OF RESPONSE, 593 Lift Every Voice and Sing -LIFT EVERY VOICE

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

(With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, whatever is most comfortable for you, greet one
another with the peace of Christ.)

MINISTRY OF MuUSIC Precious Lord, Take My Hand -arr. Gail Smith
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: AMOS 5:18-24
(Page 854 — Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Beth Palm

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.
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MINISTRY OF MusIC Brandon Stroup
Come, Let Us Dream -arr. C.E. Walz

#® GOSPEL READING: LUKE 4:14-21 Allen Fluent
(Page 61 — New Testament section of the pew Bible)

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON “RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE AN EVER-FLOWING STREAM.” Allen Fluent
A REMEMBRANCE Allen Fluent
HYMN, 588 Let Justice Flow like Streams -sT. THOMAS S.M.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Beth Palm
If you have brought an offering this morning to support the work and
mission of St John Church, you may use the offering plates at the front and
rear of the sanctuary or use the QR code to give online. Envelopes are
also available in the pews for support of the Discretionary Fund that
provides help for our local neighbors in need.

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May the Spirit and fellowship of Jesus Christ be reflected in all the ministries
supported by our offerings this morning, God. May they touch the world with
compassion, with healing and with peace. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come.
For the power of your love will rule our hearts forever. Amen
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% CLOSING SONG 'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
1. I'm gonna live so God can use me anytime and anywhere.
I’'m gonna live so God can use me anytime and anywhere.
2. I'm gonna work...
3. I'm gonna pray...
4. I'm gonna sing...

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent
PARTING MusIC This Little Light of Mine - arr. Hal Wright

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.
Except as noted here, this worship service was created by Allen Fluent. Call to Worship created by Sharon R. Fennema, UCC.org; Confessional Prayer
by Martin Luther King, Jr. from “Prayers of Martin Luther King, Jr: A Brief Collection” at Prayer and Politiks (www.prayerandpolitiks.org); Amos 5:18-24 and
Luke 4:14-21 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the USA; A Remembrance by Walter Brueggeman in Prayers for a Privileged People, ©2008 Abingdon Press; Closing Song I'm Gonna Live So God Can
Use Me; arrangement ©1995 Chalice Press from Chalice Hymnal p. 614.

St. John Mission Outreach efforts
Hats and Gloves

For Washington UCC. Children and adult size hats and N @
gloves through Feb. 9. Collection bin in the Accessible Q)%’%M

Lobby.

Corn Bread Mix

corn muffin

For Brighton Center. Two years of generosity and continuing to share with iz
our neighbors. Collection bin in the Accessible Lobby.

b

-

Stay Connected at St. John Church!/

To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.

To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net.
mavaonesaee  To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net.

A For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.
l"] No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066.
ST.JOHN Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

520 Fairfield Avenue * Bellevue, KY 41073 ¢ StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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