CHRISTMAS EVE WELCOME!
'J O I I N (0 God’s Gift to Us
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST DECEMBER 24,2023 | 9:00PM

PREPARING FOR WWORSHIP

Communion will be received in the pews. Obtain your pre-packaged, gluten-free and non-
alcoholic communion elements at the table in the back or front.

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. Masks are optional.
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &5

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Allen Fluent, preacher; Lonnie Fields, liturgist;
Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano; Mark Behnken, organ; Sarah Palm, clarinet

GATHERING MUSIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES  Adeline and Eliza Palm, acolytes

Carol of the Bells -arr. Douglas Mears Handbell Choir
Make Room —-word/music by matt Maher and John Mark Hall Brandon Stroup
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP Allen Fluent
A shoot shall grow out of the stump of Jessee, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. The spirit of the Holy One shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and awe of
God. His delight shall be in awe of God.



He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth...

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.

g= HYMN OF PRAISE, 129 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice -IN DuLCI JUBILO
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE Allen Fluent
ADVENT HYMN One Candle Is Lit -CRADLE SONG

Come, listen, the sounds of God-with-us ring clear,
and signs of God's love in the distance appear.
The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near.
One candle is lit for the Christ-birthday here.

PASSING OF THE PEACE (With a word, a smile, a handshake, an embrace, whatever is
most comfortable for you, greet one another with the peace of Christ.)

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

MINISTRY OF MusIC Sarah Palm, clarinet
Angels We Have Heard on High -setting by Christine D. Anderson.

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: ISAIAH 9.2-7
(Page 638 — Old Testament section of the pew Bible) Lonnie Fields
Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

MINISTRY OF MUSIC  Theo Baldwin, Stephanie Specter, Brandon Stroup and Megan Williams
O Holy Night -arr. Tom Fettke and Thomas Grassi

%« GOSPEL READING: LUKE 2.1-20
(Page 58 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent
Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON Allen Fluent
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Sz HYMN OF RESPONSE, 124 Away in a Manger -AwAY IN A MANGER

& A CHRISTMAS AFFIRMATION Lonnie Fields
To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and his parents named him Jesus,
but we have called the child Immanuel, which means that God is with us. And
Bethlehem, the house of bread, became our family home that day, the place
where all believers come each year, to share the wonder of God'’s love reborn
in us and shared within the fellowship of Christ.

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Lonnie Fields
As we prepare ourselves to share the fellowship of Christ’s holy meal this 15)
Christmas Eve, let us dedicate our offerings to God.

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) |

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May the gifts we have brought to share this evening reflect our thankfulness
for the gift of peace that penetrates every dark night and reminds us of the
redemptive power of everlasting love. Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
&% COMMUNION HYMN, 135,v1,2,&3 O Come, All you Faithful -ADESTE FIDELES

INVITATION Allen Fluent

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Loving and beloved One, eternally present in our midst, may we know your
sacred truth, and seek the goodness you desire for all the creatures of the
earth. We ask for what we need to sustain us each day, and we pray that we
may learn to share the rest. Teach us to forgive, so that we may learn to accept
your forgiveness. And let us not be tempted by the anxious days to come. For
the power of your love will rule our hearts forever. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Allen Fluent
COMMUNION MEAL
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Allen Fluent

COMMUNION HYMN Christmas Communion -words-John A. Ray, music-Susan N. Calloway
Stephanie Specter, Brandon Stroup and Megan Williams, vocalists; Theo Baldwin, piano

HYMN OF CELEBRATION, 132 Joy to the World-antiocH c.m.
Bz CLOSING SONG, 134 Silent Night, Holy Night-STILLE NACHT
Peace, Peace -arr. Fred Bock Chancel Choir

(As we sing, the Pastor will bring the light to the congregation.)

Silent night, Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin Mother and Child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia;

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

BENEDICTION Allen Fluent
PARTING MusiC
Silent Night -arr. Douglas Mears Handbell Choir

Please place candles and unwanted bulletins in the recycle baskets by the doors.

Poinsettias decorating the Church are given in honor and memory of loved ones.
A donor list is available on the Welcome Table.

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. CCLI #21671608.
Call to Worship based on Isaiah 11:1-7 adapted by Allen Fluent; Advent Hymn One Candle Is Lit; Words: ©1988, 1995 Chalice Press (Admin. by Christian Board of Publication)
Music: Public Domain from Chalice Hymnal p. 128; Isaiah 9.2-7 and Luke 2.1-20 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; A Christmas Affirmation by Allen Fluent; An Invitation to the Offering and Prayer of Dedication from The Christmas
Fund 2024 Christmas Eve Liturgy, provided by The Pension Boards, United Church of Christ; Eucharistic Prayer and Prayers of the People from Call to Worship Liturgy, Music,
Preaching and the Arts ©2014, Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adapted by Allen Fluent.
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