SEASON OF PENTECOST

ST.JOHN

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WELCOME!

" No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey

I‘ r' you are welcome here.

PREPARING FOR WWORSHIP

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &5

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 | 10:30AM

Allen Fluent, preacher; Richard Robbins, Liturgist;
Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano; Mark Behnken, organ

GATHERING MusIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte
[God], | Need You -arr. James Koerts
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP (PSALM 146, ADAPTED) Allen Fluent
Praise the Holy One. Praise God, O my soul!
We will praise God as long as we live; we will sing praises to our God our
whole life long.
Do not put your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. When their breath
departs, they return to the earth, on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is our God, whose hope is in the Holy One,
who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith
forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.



You set the prisoners free; you open the eyes of the blind; you lift up those who are
bowed down; and you love the righteous.

You watch over strangers; you uphold the orphan and the widow; but the way
of the wicked you bring to ruin.

Our God will reign forever, for all generations. Praise God!

8= HYMN OF PRAISE, 42 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing -AzmoN c.m.
OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Allen Fluent
Let us confess our sin before the God of grace.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, for not loving as you love, we ask your forgiveness; for not seeing
the divine humanity in those who seem unlike us, we ask your forgiveness; for
being kinder to those close by than to those who are farther away, we ask your
forgiveness. We confess our need to listen to voices that are new to us, so that
we may hear the word that surprises us and brings us back to you.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Hear the good news that is given to us all without distinction: the love of God is freely
bestowed upon all who share the gift of life. Amen.

%2 GLORIA PATRI [TUNE #739]
Glory be to the Savior, our Mighty God and Holy Comforter.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

EPISTLE READING: JAMES 2:1-10, 14-17
(Page 229 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Richard Robbins
Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

MINISTRY OF MusIC Brandon Stroup
His Eye is on the Sparrow -arr. Jack Schrader

%= GOSPEL READING: MARK 7:24-30
(Page 42 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.
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SERMON “WHO MATTERS?” Allen Fluent

g% HYMN OF RESPONSE, 506 What a Friend We Have in Jesus -Erie
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Loving God, in whom is heaven,
may your name be honored everywhere. May your kin-dom come.
May the desire of your heart for the world be done,
in us, by us and through us.
Give us the bread we need for each day.
Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others.
Keep us from all anxiety and fear.
For you reign in the power that comes from love
which is your glory forever and ever. Amen.

% AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Richard Robbins
We are not our own. We belong to God who made all things and declared them
to be very good. We will not exploit and destroy that creation. We will be
stewards of creation for God.

We are not our own. We know that in Jesus Christ we were bought with a
price. We will not patronize, exclude, or ignore the gifts of any person, male or
female, young or old. We declare solidarity with the poor, and with all who are
suffering, oppressed, or excluded.

We are not our own. We do not despair, for God reigns. We will continue to
struggle against injustice in this world. We look forward to the Holy City in
which God will dwell with human beings and be their God.

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Richard Robbins
God, who has given us food for the body mind and spirit, calls us to share 0
our bread with the hungry. In the name of the One who lived God’s truth
among us, we commit ourselves anew to bearing witness of generosity. &
The Holy Spirit restores our breath and sends us forth as life-givers. Let us
celebrate this opportunity to give!

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Merciful and gracious One of whose bounties we have all received: accept, we
pray, this offering of your people. Remember in your love those who have
brought it and those for whom it is given; and so, follow it with your blessing
that it may promote peace and goodwill among all people and advance your
Realm. Amen.

Bz CLOSING SONG, 533 Children of God -weLwyn
BENEDICTION Allen Fluent
PARTING MusIC Mark Behnken

Coronation -arr. Frederick Swann

Stay Connected at St. John Church!/
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.
To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net.
To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net.
For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066.
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm.

THE CHURCH ON THE AVENUE

Join St. John Church!

Have you been attending for a while? Interested in covenant

membership? Covenant Membership Class scheduled to be held over m ﬂ

two Sundays (Oct. 13 & 20) after worship. More details soon. Contact
Pastor Allen; Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or 859.261.2066. ST.JOHN

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.

Call to Worship Psalm 146 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the USA; adapted by Allen Fluent; Prayer of Confession-and Assurance of Grace by Allen Fluent; Gloria Patri words by Allen Fluent, music
from The New Century Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, p.759; James 2:1-10, 14-17 and Mark 7:24-30 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989,
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Prayers of the People from Call to Worship Liturgy, Music,
Preaching and the Arts ©2014, Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adapted by Allen Fluent; Affirmation of Faith from the
Declaration of Debrecen, 1977, World Alliance of Reformed Churches found in A Place in God’s Heart, a worship resource published by The Institute for
Welcoming Resources; An Invitation to the Offering by Keith M. Haithcock; Prayer of Dedication from The New Century Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press,
p.845.

520 Fairfield Avenue * Bellevue, KY 41073 ¢ StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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