SEASON OF PENTECOST

ST.JOHN

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WELCOME!

" No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey

I‘ r' you are welcome here.

PREPARING FOR WWORSHIP

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

Restrooms are through the single doors in the front.

The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: &z

The people’s responses are in bold print.

Masks are optional.

September 29, 2024 | 10:30am

Allen Fluent, preacher; Stephanie Specter, Liturgist;
Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano; Mark Behnken, organ

GATHERING MUSIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte
Your Great Name -arr. Carol Tornquist
WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Allen Fluent

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.
Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we.

You are invited to visit the Welcome Table in the back by the red banner.
Please fill out the INFORMATION CARD on the back of the pew in front of you and place it
in an offering plate at the front or back as you leave.

SILENCE IS KEPT

CALL TO WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY NEAREST ST FRANCIS FEAST DAY Allen Fluent
Let us join in the words of Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Sun.
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, all praise is Yours, all glory, all honor
and all blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce
your Name.
Praise to you, my Lord, with all your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, who
is the day through whom you give us light. And he is beautiful and radiant with
great splendor. Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.



Praise to you, through Sister Moon and the stars in the heavens. You have made
them bright, precious and fair.

Praise to you, through Brothers Wind and Air, and fair and stormy, all
weather’s moods, by which you cherish all that you have made.

Praise to you, through Sister Water, so useful, humble, precious and pure.

Praise to you, through Brother Fire, through whom you light the night; and he
is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

Praise to you, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us,
producing varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs.

Praise to you, through those who grant pardon for love of you and bear
sickness and trial; blessed are those who endure in peace; by you, Most High,
they will be crowned.

Praise to you, through Sister Death, from whom no one living can escape. Woe to
those who die in mortal sin! Blessed are they she finds doing your will. No second
death can do them harm.

Praise and bless you, my Lord. We give you thanks; and serve you with great
humility. Amen.

&= HYMN OF PRAISE, 22 Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped -LoBE DEN HERREN

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Allen Fluent
Remembering the great beauty of the earth, our dwelling place, let us confess our
need to care for it more faithfully.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Divine Spirit who brings the earth to life, we confess that we have used earth’s
many gifts without restoring as much as we have removed or planting as much
as we have harvested. For times when we have consumed more than we
needed, and for times when we have kept what we could have shared, we seek
your forgiveness and we promise to be more faithful.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE
When we turn toward the Gospel of Love and take upon ourselves the Way of Christ,
the promise is given to us:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and reconciled with God.

% GLORIA PATRI [rune#759)
Glory be to the Savior, our Mighty God and Holy Comforter. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen.
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ANTHEM Chancel Choir
Be Still -arr. Karen Marrolli

EPISTLE READING: JAMES 5:13-16
(Page 231 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Stephanie Specter

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

MINISTRY OF MusIC Jennie Malone and Brandon Stroup
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace -arr. Jane Holstein

&= GOSPEL READING: MARK 4:26-32
(Page 38 — New Testament section of the pew Bible) Allen Fluent

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God.

SERMON "MUSTARD SEEDS AND CONGREGATIONS" Allen Fluent
&= HYMN OF RESPONSE, 28 For the Beauty of the Earth -ix
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Allen Fluent
God of abundant grace, hear our prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Loving God, in whom is heaven, may your name be honored everywhere. May
your kin-dom come. May the desire of your heart for the world be done, in us,
by us and through us. Give us the bread we need for each day. Forgive us.
Enable us to forgive others. Keep us from all anxiety and fear. For you reign in
the power that comes from love which is your glory forever and ever. Amen.

%= AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Stephanie Specter
We are not our own. We belong to God who made all things and declared them
to be very good. We will not exploit and destroy that creation. We will be
stewards of creation for God.

We are not our own. We know that in Jesus Christ we were bought with a
price. We will not patronize, exclude, or ignore the gifts of any person, male or
female, young or old. We declare solidarity with the poor, and with all who are
suffering, oppressed, or excluded.
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We are not our own. We do not despair, for God reigns. We will continue to
struggle against injustice in this world. We look forward to the Holy City in
which God will dwell with human beings and be their God.

AN INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Stephanie Specter
By bringing our offerings, we are reminded that the fellowship of Christisa @
spiritual community of sharing. Each of us brings our own unique and ;
special gifts, and all of us are enriched by what God is able to accomplish. @

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May the gifts we share help form the one community in Christ through all the
world. Amen.

Bz CLOSING SONG, 17 To You, O God, All Creatures Sing -LASST UNS ERFREUEN

CLOSING PRAYER: THE FRANCISCAN PEACE PRAYER Allen Fluent
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair,
hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born again
to eternal life.

PARTING MusiIC
The Rejoicing from Fireworks Suite -George Frederick Handel Mark Behnken

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.

Call to Worship Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon of St. Francis of Assisi from catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=183 adapted by Allen Fluent;
Opening Our Hearts to God, Prayer of Confession-and Assurance of Grace by Allen Fluent; Gloria Patri words by Allen Fluent, music from The New
Century Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, p.759; James 5:13-16 and Mark 4:26-32 from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Prayers of the People from Call to Worship Liturgy, Music, Preaching and
the Arts ©2014, Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adapted by Allen Fluent; Affirmation of Faith from the Declaration of Debrecen,
1977, World Alliance of Reformed Churches found in A Place in God’s Heart, a worship resource published by The Institute for Welcoming Resources; An
Invitation to the Offering and Prayer of Dedication by Allen Fluent; Closing Prayer Saint Francis Prayer from catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=134
adapted by Allen Fluent.

Stay Connected at St. John Church!
Pastor’s email: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net « Office email: Office@StJohnChurch.net
Prayer Request: PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net « Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnucc/

520 Fairfield Avenue * Bellevue, KY 41073 « StjohnChurch.net * 859.261.2066
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