
THE SEASON OF EASTER  WELCOME! 

 No matter who you are or 

 where you are on life’s journey 

 you are welcome here. 

 

 MAY 12, 2024 | 10:30AM 
 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 

Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Rev Dean Griffith, Preaching and Worship Leader; Lonnie Fields, Liturgist 
Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano; Mark Behnken, organ 

Linsey Rogers, fiddle; Brad Myers, mandolin; Brian Malone, guitar; Jennie Malone, bass 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES Adeline Palm, acolyte 
Wonderful Words of Life -arr. Cindy Berry  

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Dean Griffith 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

 

SILENCE IS KEPT   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Dean Griffith 
Life has been revealed to us in this Easter season. We gather once more to testify 
to life. Early believers were of one heart and soul. We, too, are called to find 
common ground in Christ. Peace be with you as we celebrate resurrection. Christ 
is with us to renew our faith. Let us worship God! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE, 420 We Praise You, O God -KREMSER 
 

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Dean Griffith 

Easter morning takes us by surprise, awakening us to the doubt and despair that 
have been rooted in our lives. Let us now confess to God. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

If, at times, we deny you: God forgive. If, at times, when the risks of discipleship are 
high, we are nowhere to be found: God forgive. If, at times, we wash our hands of 
responsibility: God forgive. If, at times, we cast our lot with powerful oppressors and 
seek to buy freedom with silver: God forgive. If, at times fear keeps us from 
witnessing to your truth, or prejudice keeps us from believing it: God forgive. 
 

In the bright light of Easter morning, our sin is exposed, but your grace is revealed. 
Tender God, we are bold to come before you and ask you to forgive us. 
Help us to leave behind our foolish doubt so that with joy we may witness to 
your awesome deeds in Jesus the Risen One. Amen  

 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

Hear the good news: In raising Jesus from the dead, God has brought life and 
immortality to light. And hear the good news: By God’s great mercy, we have 
been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. In the name of Jesus, we say to one another: Our sins are forgiven. All 
things are made new. Doubt no more; Christ is with us always. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

ANTHEM Chancel Choir 

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me -arr. Keith Christopher Theo Baldwin, soloist 
 

JOHN 17.6-26 (Page 111 in the New Testament section of the red pew Bible) Lonnie Fields 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  

May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Dean Griffith 
To you, O God, we pray; be gracious to us. 

 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS 
Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may your name be honored everywhere. May your kin-dom come. 
May the desire of your heart for the world be done, 

in us, by us and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us.  Enable us to forgive others. 
Keep us from all anxiety and fear. 
For you reign in the power that comes from love 
which is your glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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MISSION MOMENT          STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING Lonnie Fields 

 Strengthen the Church offering will be received during the month of May 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Lonnie Fields 
Among the first Christians, there were no needy people because those who 
were rich brought their resources to be shared. They gave up their 
advantages so the needs of all could be met. Out of the rich legacy they 
have passed on to us, we bring our tithes and offerings in thanksgiving for 
all God’s gifts. 

 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We offer to you our common stewardship, loving God. We want to be faithful 
in meeting one another’s needs and in serving the world in Christ’s name. The 
gifts we bring today will not mark an end to our giving. We sense that you are 
sending us, as Jesus was sent, to share light with the world. Thus, we 
dedicate our time and effort as a further offering. May life and faith be 
extended to many through us. Amen 

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION, 506 What a Friend We Have in Jesus -ERIE 
 

SERMON “UNITED” Dean Griffith 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE, 488 Be Still, My Soul -FINLANDIA 
 

CREDO Lonnie Fields 

We believe in the One whose image and likeness we possess; 
the One who loves the world and shares humanity with us; 
the One who reveals holiness and love to the human spirit; 
the One who remains with us and guides us in righteousness, reconciliation, 

and love for others and ourselves. 
 

PARTING SONG, 471 What a Covenant -LEANING 
 

SEND OUT Dean Griffith 
 

PARTING MUSIC Jennie Malone and Linsey Rogers 
I'll Fly Away -composed by Albert E. Brumley 
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Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission.  All rights reserved. 
Welcome & Church Matters by Keith M. Haithcock; Opening Our Hearts to God (p.495), Prayer of Confession (p.495-496), Assurance of Grace (p.496) 
from Book of Worship United Church of Christ ©1986 by United Church of Christ Office for Church Life and Leadership; Prayers of the People by Keith M. 
Haithcock; The Prayer of Jesus, the prayer that Jesus taught us is found in the Gospels of Matthew (6:9a-13) and Luke (11:2a-4), The words and phrasing 
of the prayer are not identical in the two gospels, which indicates gospel writers may have known different versions of the prayer or understood it as a model 
to use in prayer; Found at: http://www.mmacc.org; Credo by Keith M. Haithcock, © 2018 Keith M. Haithcock; John 17.6-26 from New Revised Standard 
Version Bible © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Call to Worship (p.88), Invitation 
to the Offering and Prayer of Dedication from Led By Love Worship Resources for Year B by Lavon Baylor, (p.89); All adaptations by Keith M. Haithcock. 

 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, ext.202, email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 
To reserve a room in the Church house, email BuildingUse@StJohnChurch.net. 

To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc., email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 
For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066, ext. 201. 
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

 

520 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073 • StJohnChurch.net • 859.261.2066 

 

 

May 19, 2024 is Pentecost Sunday – Wear Red! 
 

Spring 2024 Zoom Book Study 
"Jesus and Buddha: The Parallel Sayings" edited by Marcus Borg. 
Starting May 23, 2024 on five Thursday evenings using Zoom from 
6:30-8:00pm. Use the sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary or 
contact Rev. Dean Griffith at griffith@isoc.net or 513.407.0831. 
 

Extravagant Welcome Opportunity 
Bellevue-Dayton Memorial Day Parade - May 27, 2024  
Starting at 10am our church building will be open and restrooms 
available to the community. To help welcome visitors contact 
Dale Clark at portbreak@roadrunner.com or (513) 673-4260. 
 

Pride Events (see coming events flyer for more details) 

June 2, 2024 - NKY Pride Festival, Covington, KY.  
June 7, 2024 - Pride Night at the Reds, Great American Ball Park, Cincinnati, OH 
June 22, 2024 - Cincinnati Pride Festival at Sawyer Point, Cincinnati, OH 
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