
THE SEASON OF EASTER  WELCOME! 

 No matter who you are or 

 where you are on life’s journey 

 you are welcome here. 

 

 APRIL 7, 2024 | 10:30AM 
 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

(Communion will be received in the pews. Pre-packaged communion elements are available: 
gluten-free bread & non-alcoholic wine. Obtain your elements at the table in the back or front.) 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Nursery (Room 103) for children under 6 with parents/guardians only. No staff provided. 

Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
Sign Language Interpretation is available in the front. 
Restrooms are through the single doors in the front. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Masks are optional.  
 

Rev Dean Griffith, Preaching and Worship Leader; Matt Specter, Liturgist 
Brandon Stroup, director of music, piano; Mark Behnken, organ 

 

GATHERING MUSIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte 
Morning Has Broken Medley -arr. Marcia Wells  

 

WELCOME & CHURCH MATTERS Dean Griffith 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

 

SILENCE IS KEPT   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Dean Griffith 
Life has been revealed to us in this Easter season. We gather once more to testify 
to life. Early believers were of one heart and soul. We, too, are called to find 
common ground in Christ. Peace be with you as we celebrate resurrection. Christ 
is with us to renew our faith. Let us worship God! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE, 246 Come, Celebrate with Thanksgiving -CHUQUISACA 
 

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Dean Griffith 

Easter morning takes us by surprise, awakening us to the doubt and despair that 
have been rooted in our lives. Let us now confess to God. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

If, at times, we deny you: God forgive. If, at times, when the risks of discipleship are 
high, we are nowhere to be found: God forgive. If, at times, we wash our hands of 
responsibility: God forgive. If, at times, we cast our lot with powerful oppressors and 
seek to buy freedom with silver: God forgive. If, at times fear keeps us from 
witnessing to your truth, or prejudice keeps us from believing it: God forgive. 
 

In the bright light of Easter morning, our sin is exposed, but your grace is revealed. 
Tender God, we are bold to come before you and ask you to forgive us. 
Help us to leave behind our foolish doubt so that with joy we may witness to 
your awesome deeds in Jesus the Risen One. Amen  

 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE  

Hear the good news: In raising Jesus from the dead, God has brought life and 
immortality to light. And hear the good news: By God’s great mercy, we have 
been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. In the name of Jesus, we say to one another: Our sins are forgiven. All 
things are made new. Doubt no more; Christ is with us always. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

JOHN 20.19-31 (Page 115 in the New Testament section of the red pew Bible) Matt Specter 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  

May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Dean Griffith 
To you, O God, we cry; be gracious to us. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung together as led.) Our Father 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Matt Specter 
Among the first Christians, there were no needy people because those who 
were rich brought their resources to be shared. They gave up their advantages 
so the needs of all could be met. Out of the rich legacy they have passed on to 
us, we bring our tithes and offerings in thanksgiving for all God’s gifts. 
 

(Offering plates are in the front and back of the Sanctuary. QR code to give online.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We offer to you our common stewardship, loving God. We want to be faithful 
in meeting one another’s needs and in serving the world in Christ’s name. The 
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gifts we bring today will not mark an end to our giving. We sense that you are 
sending us, as Jesus was sent, to share light with the world. Thus, we 
dedicate our time and effort as a further offering. May life and faith be 
extended to many through us. Amen 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Brandon Stroup, soloist 

Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) -words|music Matt Crocker, Joel Houston & Salomon Ligthelm 
 

SERMON “Foresight? Hindsight? Insight? 20/20?” Dean Griffith 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE, 292 Breathe on Me, Breath of God -TRENTHAM S.M 
 

CREDO Matt Specter 

We believe in the One whose image and likeness we possess; 
the One who loves the world and shares humanity with us; 
the One who reveals holiness and love to the human spirit; 
the One who remains with us and guides us in righteousness, reconciliation, 

and love for others and ourselves. 
 

COMMUNION SONG Come to the Table of Grace -TABLE OF GRACE 

1. Come to the Table of grace. Come to the Table of grace. 
This is God’s table; it’s not yours or mine. Come to the table of grace. 
 

2. Come to the table of peace… 
3. Come to the table of love… 
4. Come to the table of hope… 
5. Come to the table of joy… 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE Dean Griffith 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (1 Corinthians 11.23-26) 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life and for your 
abiding love which brings us close to you, the source of all blessing. We thank you 
for revealing your will for us in the giving of the law and in the preaching of the 
prophets. We thank you especially that in the fullness of time you sent Jesus, 
born of Mary, to live in our midst, to share in our suffering, and to accept the 
pain of death at the hands of those whom Jesus loved. We rejoice that in a 
perfect victory over the grave you raised Christ with power to become 
sovereign in your realm. We celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to gather 
your church by which your work may be done in the world and through which 
we share the gift of eternal life. Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these 
gifts of bread and wine, and bless us that as we receive them at this table, we may 
offer you our faith and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one another, 
and we may continue faithful in all things. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP (Silence as each one consumes bread and cup.) 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
God of new life, with joy we have received this sacrament of bread and wine, 
giving you thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and our hope. Unite your church 
throughout the world in continuing Christ's ministry of love and servanthood, 
that your name may be praised in all the earth. Amen. 

 

PARTING SONG, 256 We Live by Faith and Not by Sight -DUNLAP’S CREEK 
 

SEND OUT Dean Griffith 
 

PARTING MUSIC  
Because He Lives -arr. John Purifoy  
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Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
To receive the newsletter, Prayer List, etc. email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 

For more information go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 
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