(ZjHE ESTIVAL OF
SR %.LESSONS AND CAROLS

First Sunday after Christmas — New Years Eve - December 31, 2023 | 10:30AM

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.
Nursery, Room 103. Open to parents and/or guardians with children. No staff provided.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.
Restrooms are through the doors in the front.
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign: *
The people’s responses are in bold print.
Masks are optional.

Damon Stevens, piano; Mark Behnken, organ; Eliza Palm, acolyte

GATHERING MUSIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES
“O, How Joyfully! - Joy to the World” -Trad., Lowell Mason, based on Handel; arr. Cindy Berry

WELCOME AND MERRY CHRISTMAS Keith M. Haithcock, pastor & teacher
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here!

MUSICAL INTROIT “You Came Down” -John L. Bell
You came down that we may have love;
you came down that we may have love;
you came down that we have love; hallelujah forevermore.

...that we may have light
...that we may have peace
...That we may have joy

CENTERING CALL TO WORSHIP Bill Machuga, liturgist
Beloved in Christ,
with delight we prepare ourselves
to hear again the message of the angels,
and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem



to see Mary and Joseph with Jesus in a manger.
Let us listen to the story of God'’s loving purpose
which traces God’s saving acts from humanity’s first disobedience
down to the glorious redemption brought to all by this Holy Child.
And let us make these hallowed walls reverberate
with the glad tidings of great joy which is to all the people.

BIDDING PRAYER Keith M. Haithcock
In preparation for the festival let us pray for the needs of God’s whole world.
In a world fragmented by warring factions and rampant injustice, we pray for peace
and goodwill over all the earth.
Hear us, O God, in the silence of our hearts.
We pray for reconciling love and unity within the church Christ formed to be his
continuing body to minister to the world.
Hear us, O God, from the depths of our spirits.
We pray for the poor, the helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed:
the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved.
Hear us, O God, as we seek your strength.
We pray for those who are struggling and searching for guidance and meaning.
Hear us, O God, as we yearn to tell your good news.
We pray for the great cloud of witnesses of all times and places whose hope is in
the Word made flesh, and whose home is with you forever.
Hear us, O God, as we join with them to give you praise. Amen.

CHRISTMAS HYMN, 145 “Once in Royal David’s City”
Lessons & Carols
(YHWH = Yahweh, Hebrew for God. See Notes.)
FIRST LESSON - Genesis 3.8-15 Sue Jelinek

When they heard the sound of YHWH walking in the garden in the cool of the
evening, the man and the woman hid from YHWH’s presence among the trees of
the garden. YHWH called to the man: “Where are you?”

“I heard you walking in the garden,” replied the man. “| was afraid because | was
naked, and | hid.”

“Who told you of nakedness? Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit | forbade
you to eat?”
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The man replied, “It was the woman you put beside me; she gave me the fruit, and |
ate it.”

The YHWH asked the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman replied, “The snake tempted me, so | ate.”

Then YHWH said to the snake, “Because you have done this, you are accursed:
lower than the cattle, lower than the wild beasts, you will crawl on your belly and eat
dust every day of your life. | will make you enemies of one another, you and the
woman, your offspring and hers; Her offspring will wound you on the head, and you
will wound hers in the heel.”

* CAROL, 122 “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus’

SECOND LESSON - Isaiah 9.1-7 Tim Smith
“But there will be no more gloom for the land that was in anguish! In the past God
humbled the land of Zebulun, the land of Naphtali, but in the future God will bring
glory to this Road to the Sea, this Land beyond the Jordan, this Galilee of the
Nations. The people walking in darkness are seeing a brilliant light — upon those
who dwell in a land of deep shadows light is shining! God, you have made the
nation greater — you have brought them abundant joy! They celebrate in your
presence as with the harvest celebrations, or as warriors celebrate when dividing
spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the weight on their shoulders, the rod of
their oppressors — you have shattered it, as you did at the defeat of Midian. For
every boot that tramped in battle, every cloak that was dragged through blood, is
now used as fuel for the fire. For a child is born to us, an heir is given us, upon
whose shoulders dominion will rest. This One shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
the Strength of God, Eternal Protector, Champion of Peace. This dominion, and this
peace, will grow without end, with David’s throne and realm sustained with justice
and fairness, now and forever. The zeal of YHWH Omnipotent will accomplish it!”

CAROL, 116 (Stanzas 1 & 2 only) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

THIRD LESSON - Isaiah 11.1-9 Beth Palm
Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; from Jesse’s roots, a branch will
blossom: The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you — a spirit of wisdom and
understanding, a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and reverence
for YHWH. You will delight in obeying YHWH, and you won’t judge by appearances,
or make decisions by hearsay. You will treat poor people with fairness and will
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uphold the rights of the land’s downtrodden. With a single word you will strike down
tyrants; with your decrees you will execute evil people. Justice will be the belt
around this your waist — faithfulness will gird you up. Then the wolf will dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf and the lion cub
will graze together, and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear;
their young will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like the ox. The baby will
play next to the den of the cobra, and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest.
There will be no harm, no destruction anywhere in my holy mountain; for as water
fills the sea, so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH.

CAROL, 127 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

FOURTH LESSON - Micah 5.2-4a Sue Jelinek

But God will give them over to their enemies until the time when she who is in labor
has given birth; then the remnant of the ruler’s sisters and brothers will return to the
Children of Israel. The ruler will rise up to shepherd them in the strength of YHWH,
by the power of the Name of YHWH their God. They will live in security, for now the
ruler’s greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. They'll say, “This at last is the
one who will be our peace!”

CAROL, 133 (Stanzas 1 & 4 only.) “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

FIFTH LESSON - Luke 1.26-35, 38 Tim Smith
Six months later, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a young woman named Mary; she was engaged to a man names
Joseph, of the house of David. Upon arriving, the angel said to Mary, “Rejoice,
highly favored one! God is with you! Blessed are you among women!”

Mary was deeply troubled by these words and wondered what the angel’s greeting
meant. The angel went on to say to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. You have found
favor with God. You'll conceive and bear a son, and give him the name Jesus —
‘Deliverance.” His dignity will be great, and he will be called the Only Begotten of
God. God will give Jesus the judgment seat of David, his ancestor, to rule over the
house of Jacob forever, and his reign will never end.”

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | have never been with a man?”

The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you — hence the offspring to be born will be called the
Holy One of God.”
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Mary said, “I am the servant of God. Let it be done to me as you say.”
With that, the angel left her.

SoLo Melissa Stephens, vocalist
“Breath of Heaven”
SIXTH LESSON - Matthew 1.18-21 Beth Palm

This is how the birth of Jesus came about.

When Jesus’ mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an
upright person unwilling to disgrace her, decided to divorce her quietly.

This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared in a dream
and said, “Joseph, heir to the House of David, don'’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is by

the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. She is to have a son, and you are
to name him Jesus — ‘Salvation’ — because he will save the people from their sins.”

* CAROL, 139 “The First Nowell”

SEVENTH LESSON - Luke 2.8-20 Sue Jelinek
There were shepherds in the area living in the fields and keeping night watch by
turns over their flock. The angel of God appeared to them, and the glory of God
shone around them; they were very much afraid.

The angel said to the, “You have nothing to fear! | come to proclaim good news to
you-news of a great joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in David’s city, a
savior-the Messiah-has been born to you. “let this be a sign to you: you'll find an
infant wrapped in a simple cloth, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God
and said, “Glory to God in high heaven! An on earth, peace to those on whom
God’s favor rests.”

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s
go straight to Bethlehem and see this event that God has made known to us.” They
hurried and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger; once they
saw this, they reported what they had been told concerning the child. All who heard
about it were astonished at the report given by the shepherds.
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Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her heart. The shepherds
went away glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as they
had been told.

CAROL, 147 “See the Little Baby”

EIGHTH LESSON - Matthew 2.1-11 Tim Smith
After Jesus’ birth-which happened in Bethlehem of Judea, during the reign of
Herod-astrologers from the East arrived in Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the
newborn ruler of the Jews? We observed his star at its rising and have come to pay
homage.” At this news Herod became greatly disturbed, as did all of Jerusalem.
Summoning all the chief priests and religious scholars of the people, he asked them
where the Messiah was to be born.

“In Bethlehem of Judea,” they informed him. “Here is what the prophet has written:
‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of
Judah, since from you will come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the exact time of the
star's appearance. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, after having instructed them
“Go and get detailed information about the child. When you have found him, report
back to me-so that | may go and offer homage, too.”

After their audience with the ruler, they set out. The star which they had observed
at its rising went ahead of them until it came to a standstill over the place where the
child lay. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and upon entering the house,
found the child with Mary, his mother. They prostrated themselves and paid
homage. Then they opened their coffers and presented the child with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.,

* CAROL, 159 “As with Gladness Those of Old”

NINTH LESSON - John 1.1-14 Beth Palm
In the beginning there was the Word; the Word was in God’s presence, and the
Word was God. The Word was present to God from the beginning. Through the
Word all things came into being, and apart from the Word nothing came into being
that has come into being. In the Word was life, and that life was humanity’s light-a
Light that shines in the darkness, a Light that the darkness has never overtaken.

Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from God, who came as a witness to
testify about the Light, so that through his testimony everyone might believe. He
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himself wasn’t the Light; he only came to testify about the Light-the true Light that
illumines all humankind.

The Word was coming into the world-was in the world—and though the world was
made through the Word, the world didn’t recognize it. Though the Word came to its
own realm, the Word’s own people didn’t accept it. Yet any who did accept the
Word, who believed in that Name, were empowered to become children of God-
children born not of natural descent, nor urge of flesh nor human will-but born of
God. And the Word became flesh and stayed for a little while among us; we saw
the Word’s glory—the favor and position a parent gives an only child—filled with
grace, filled with truth.

A CHRISTMAS INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Bill Machuga
When the shepherds heard the Good News the angels brought, they responded by
going to see God’s great gift of Jesus, and by glorifying and praising God.

In the same way, we respond to the amazing things God is doing when we
bring our gifts too, praising God and giving God glory.

Let us gather our gifts of talents and time and treasure, giving generously to sustain
the mission and ministry of the church. May it be so. 0]

(Offering plates are at the front and back of the Sanctuary.
Use QR code for online.)

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of all righteousness, receive these gifts of gratitude, the offerings of our
lives. Purify them with your refining fire so that they may serve your
purposes and shine with your glory. Amen.

* SEND OUT “You Came Down” -John L. Bell Keith M. Haithcock
You came down that we may have love;
you came down that we may have love;
you came down that we have love; hallelujah forevermore.

...that we may have light
...that we may have peace
...That we may have joy
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THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS begins on Christmas Eve and

continues until Epiphany (January 6%). Commercially we have such
emphasis on Christmas during the month before Christmas Day that the

days following Christmas Day can become a letdown. It is appropriate to
continue giving Christmas greetings and to keep decorations out until
Epiphany. Enjoy Christmastide — the twelve Days of Christmas - and
share the light of the world: Jesus the Christ!

THE CHURCH ON THE AVENUE

Pt
L~

ST.JOHN

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CMERRY GCHRISTMAS

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481 /| CCLI #21671608
Musical Introit from Glory to God hymnal p.137, “He Came Down” arr. by John L. Bell ©1986 WGRG, lona Community (Admin. GIA Publications, Inc);
Yahweh, name for the God of the Israelites, representing the biblical pronunciation of “YHWH,” the Hebrew name revealed to Moses in the book of Exodus.
The name YHWH consisting of the sequence of consonants Yod, Heh, Waw, and Heh, is known as the tetragrammaton, the Hebrew name of
God transliterated in four letters as YHWH and articulated as Yahweh; This order of service is from “Chalice Worship” ©1997 by Chalice Press and based
on traditional resources by Colbert S. Cartwright and adapted by Keith M. Haithcock; all Scriptures from The Inclusive Bible © 2007 by Priests for Equality;
all Hymns, Carols, and Plainsong from The New Century Hymnal, © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, unless otherwise noted.
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