
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  WELCOME!

  
  

 PEACE BRINGS LIGHT 

 DECEMBER 10, 2023 | 10:30AM 
 

 

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
The people rise in body or spirit at this sign:  
The people’s responses are in bold print. 
Masks are optional. 
 

Chancel Choir, vocal leader; Damon Stevens, piano; Mark Behnken, organ 

 

GATHERING MUSIC AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES Eliza Palm, acolyte 
In The Bleak Midwinter - Gustav Holst, arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

SILENT MEDITATION AND CENTERING PRAYER Keith M. Haithcock 

Together we pray: Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare the way for the coming 
of the Promised One. Help us to spend our days open to the passion of Christ 
in our lives. Amen. 

 

GREETING, CALL TO WORSHIP  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 
 

The peace of Christ’s advent brings light – passion! 
Let us worship and live in the peace of Christ’s arrival. 

 

 ADVENT HYMN, 110 Now Bless the God of Israel – FOREST GREEN 
 

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Keith M. Haithcock 

We hold deep memories of our thoughts, actions, and words. Let us break open our 
egos and fears so that honesty may live within us and cause us to become spiritually 
mature, set apart for God’s use. -Silence is kept-  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, you know our faults and how we have missed the mark. You know our 
hearts and needs. Forgive us and guide us with your advent passion. Amen.  
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ASSURANCE OF GRACE  

Friends, God is fabulous! And God’s light opens amazing grace to us. Live in that 
grace and trust in the One who knows you best, for you are loved. Amen.  

 

SONG OF ASSURANCE Comfort, Comfort You My People -GENEVA 

Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God; 
comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load. 
Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over. 

 

ISAIAH 40.1-11  Sue Jelinek 
1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
    “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
    the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
    All flesh is grass; their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers; the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers; the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 
    lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news;  
      lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him;  
     his reward is with him and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms 
     and carry them in his bosom and gently lead the mother sheep. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE Keith M. Haithcock and Eliza Palm  

In an act of preparation, we light the candle of peace. There are many candles that 
are lit for peace, and yet we still find no peace in the warring world and for the 
unemployed and those without healthcare. The second candle is a prayer for 
passion. Peace brings light. We watch in peace for light. 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Chancel Choir 

A Star Shone Down -David and Jean Perry Berni Finfrock, Flute soloist 
 

MISSION MOMENT The Christmas Fund Sue Jelinek 

Theme: “Grace upon Grace.” -John 1:16  

The Christmas Fund offering will be received during the month of December.  
Special envelopes available on the Welcome Table and in the Accessible Lobby. 

 

CHURCH MATTERS AND OPPORTUNITIES Keith M. Haithcock 
 

AN INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS Sue Jelinek 
The giving of gifts is an expression of how we feel about others, friendship, 
family, spiritual connections, love, and deep relationships. Our God has 
given us the most valuable gift there is, abundant life and light. As we give 
cheerfully to God, let us reflect the light of the coming Christ to all we meet.  

 

(Offering plates are at the front and back of the Sanctuary. Use QR code to give online.) 
 

 UNISON BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS  
Gracious God, we give our best to you with gratitude and faith. Every breath 
we take is a gift. We would be awake to help others, to value life in all its 
fullness, and to learn to care. We dedicate these gifts to you. Amen. 

 

 Response,125 (Stanza 2 only)   Tune: GLORIA 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song. 
Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo, Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo.  

 

UNISON PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Sue Jelinek 

Holy One, you have given us your living Word in Jesus the Christ. Waken us 
as we wait and watch for the advent of Christ in our hearts and minds, that we 
might live and act in ways to create a just world for all. 
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 MARK 1.1-8  
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ.  
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  
    who will prepare your way, 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight,’ ” 
 

4 so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And the whole Judean region and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the strap of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  

May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “PEACE BRINGS LIGHT” Keith M. Haithcock 
 

 HYMN OF GUIDANCE, 121 All Earth Is Waiting -TAULE 
 

ADVENT PRAYER Keith M. Haithcock 
 

 A SINGING AFFIRMATION (Refer to next page) Light of the World 
 

 SEND OUT  Keith M. Haithcock 
Let the peace of Christ’s arrival bring you light. God is with you. 
Go now and shine God's light wherever there is darkness. Amen.  

 

PARTING MUSIC  
Dona Nobis Pacem -Unknown  Chancel Choir 

 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. 
Centering Prayer, Call to Worship, Opening Our Hearts to God, Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Grace, Lighting the Advent Candle, An 
Invitation to Share our Gifts, Advent Prayer, and Send Out are by Keith M. Haithcock ©2023; Song of Assurance Comfort, Comfort Your My People, 
from Chalice Hymnal © 1995, p.122, first stanza only; Unison Blessing of our Gifts from Led By Love by Lavon Bayler, ©1996 United Church Press, 
p.5; Isaiah 40.1-11 and Mark 1.1-8 from New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition, copyright ©2021 National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America; A Singing Affirmation Light of the World Words and Music: Kelly D. Crawford, © 2008 (Words revised by the Praise 
Song Advisory Team, 2009) from Sing! Prayer and Praise p.147 OneLicense.net #A-712481; All adaptations by Keith M. Haithcock. 
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Advent Zoom Book Study Join in as you can! 

Thursday Nights 6:30-7:30p, Nov. 30 - Dec. 21 (4 sessions) 
Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg 
Sign-up at the Welcome Table in the back of the Sanctuary.  
More info: Dean Griffith at griffith@isoc.net or 513.407.0831. 
 

Your end-of-year gift to St. John Church 
Data proves that it feels better to give than to receive.  
Donating money to a valuable cause improves mental wellness 
because it benefits the well-being of others.  Making your end-
of-year gift to St. John Church can make you happier!  You will 
be a beacon of hope and inspiration, shining God’s light 
wherever there is darkness. Make your end-of-year gift today. 
1. Use a giving envelope found on the Welcome Table or Accessible Lobby. Place 

donation in an offering plate. 
2. Mail, payable to St. John United Church of Christ 520 Fairfield Ave, Bellevue, KY 41073 
3. Give online at https://stjohnchurch.net/donate-online/ Choose: General Budget. 
The St. John Generosity Team 
Melissa Stevens, Steve Phillips, Tim Smith 
 

Christmas Fund - Grace upon Grace 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. John 1:16 
The Christmas Fund helps retired clergy, church staff and surviving 
spouses with bills, health insurance and emergency needs. Your 
gifts tell former church servants they are not forgotten, and their 
ministries are appreciated and remembered.  
Three ways to give:  

1. Use special envelopes found on the Welcome Table or Accessible Lobby. Place 
donation in an offering plate. 

2. Mail, payable to St. John United Church of Christ 520 Fairfield Ave, Bellevue, KY 41073 

3. Give online at https://stjohnchurch.net/donate-online/ Choose: Christmas Fund. 
 

mailto:griffith@isoc.net
https://stjohnchurch.net/donate-online/
https://stjohnchurch.net/donate-online/
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Special Holiday Worship Opportunities at St. John Church 

Pre-service Music begins at 8:45p. 
A traditional candlelight service with carols, soloists, and instrumentalists. 
The Christmas Homily by Pastor Keith and Holy Communion. 
A nursery is available for parents and children. The nursery is not staffed. 
 

The liturgy of Lessons and Carols with musicians. 
 


