
  

 

Fru i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  -  S u m m e r  S e rm o n  S er i e s  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  -Galatians 5.22-23a  

 

August 6, 2023 | 10:30AM 
 

 

(Only gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice are offered.  
Pre-packaged communion elements are available to pick up at the table in the back or the front.) 
 

Masks are optional. 
Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
The People Rise in body or spirit at this sign: 
The People’s responses are in bold print. 
 

Jennie Malone, vocal leader & soloist; Steve Phillips, piano; Mark Behnken, organ 
 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES (10:20a)  
Walking in Grace -Todd Beaney Steve Phillips, piano; Eliza Palm, Acolyte 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF THE DAY (10:30a) Keith M. Haithcock, pastor & teacher 
Holy Spirit thank you for everyone gathered here; for discerning our hearts, 
knowing us by name, and causing us to walk with you. Our trust is in you. We 
surrender ourselves in devotion to you and we ask that you inspire our hearts, 
fill our lives with your love, and saturate our worship with your grace, truth, and 
presence. Amen. 

 

GREETING, CALL TO WORSHIP, AND PRAYER  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,  
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 

Loving Spirit, open our ears to hear your word.  
Open our eyes to see your presence.  
Open our arms to the embrace of community.  
Open our minds to the beauty of truth.  
Open our hearts to the joy of new life. 
Gentle Spirit, we worship you and seek your fruit for our lives. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE, 330 Let Us Break Bread Together -LET US BREAK BREAD 
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OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Keith M. Haithcock 

Sometimes we are our own worst enemy. Life presents difficulties, irritations, choices; 
we feel limits seizing our freedom, and darkness grabbing at our mindset. Stop and 
listen to God. Let go of the ego; open your hearts and receive the Spirit’s care. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we desire to walk with Jesus, to refrain from agitation, and set our path in 
Christ’s footsteps. We know we have missed the mark you desire for us. We 
confess our need for one another, our devotion to you, and the hardness within 
us. Forgive us, renew us, save us, and fix us in your ways. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE  

“Freed from your sin, you became forever committed to justice.” -Romans 6.18 
Do not be afraid. Stay open and be free. Thanks be to God.  

 

PASSING THE PEACE 
(You may rise in body or spirit for the passing of the peace or share gestures of peace at a distance.)  

 

The peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
 

SONG OF ADORATION, 236 (Sung twice.) Halleluja
  

MATTHEW 18.21-35 Dale Clark, liturgist 

Peter came up and asked Jesus, “When a sister or brother wrongs me, how many 
times must I forgive? Seven times?” 
 

“No,” Jesus replied, “not seven times; I tell you seventy times seven. And here’s why. 
 

“The kindom of heaven is like a ruler who decided to settle accounts with the royal 
officials. When the audit was begun, one was brought in who owed tens of millions of 
dollars. As the debtor had no way of paying, the ruler ordered this official to be sold, 
along with family and property, in payment of the debt. 
 

“At this, the official bowed down in homage and said, ‘I beg you, your highness, be 
patient with me and I will pay you back in full!’ Moved with pity, the ruler let the official 
go and wrote off the debt. 
 

“Then that same official went out and met a colleague who owed the official twenty 
dollars. The official seized and throttled this debtor with the demand, ‘Pay back what 
you owe me!’ 
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“The debtor dropped to the ground and began to plead, ‘Just give me time and I will 
pay you back in full!’ But the official would hear none of it, and instead had the 
colleague put in debtor’s prison until the money was paid. 
 

“When the other officials saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and went 
to the ruler, reporting the entire incident. The ruler sent for the official and said, ‘You 
worthless wretch! I cancelled your entire debt when you pleaded with me. Should you 
not have dealt mercifully with your colleague, as I dealt with you?’ Then in anger, the 
ruler handed the official over to be tortured until the debt had been paid in full. 
 

“My Abba (Father) in heaven will treat you exactly the same way unless you truly 
forgive your sisters and brothers from your hearts.” 
 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Jennie Malone, soloist, Steve Phillips, piano 

Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone -Chris Tomlin, arr. Joel Raney 
 

SERMON “FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: PATIENCE” Keith M. Haithcock 
 

HYMN OF GUIDANCE, 314 Community of Christ -LEONI 
 

PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND CELEBRATION Keith M. Haithcock 
 

CHURCH MATTERS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
  

AN INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS Dale Clark 
Words are easy. Acts require intent, love, and passion. We proclaim words of Open 
and Affirming, Anti-Racism, Justice, and Inclusion. Jesus fed 5000 people with 2 small 
fish and 5 loaves of bread. Don’t worry about how much you give, just give what you 
can consistently. When we gather God will multiply our gifts. 
 

(Offering Plates: at the front & back of the Church. Use QR code to give online.) 
 

UNISON BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS  

Giving Spirit, allotting our talents and skills takes time. But there’s no better way 
to serve you and your people than to give a portion of what you’ve given us. 
Giving money requires trust in you and others. May our trust and generosity 
produce the fruit of the Spirit by giving ourselves. May it be so. 
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HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY 
Keith M. Haithcock, officiant 

 

(Only gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice are offered.  
Pre-packaged communion elements are available to pick up at the table in the back or the front.) 

 
If you are member of this Church, a member of another Church, or a member of no 
Church at all, you are welcome at Christ’s table here. 

 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up as one. 
Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life, for your abiding love 
which brings us close to you and each other. We thank you for revealing your will and 
promises, and for leading us from captivity into new life. We take courage from the 
abiding presence of your Holy Spirit. And we offer you our gratitude for people of faith 
in every age who stand as witnesses to your love and justice. 
 

SANCTUS AND COMMUNION PRAYER, 793 
 Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! 

My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, God. 
 

Blessed are you, O Jesus, who comes in the name of God! 

On the night you were betrayed and deserted you wrapped a towel around 
your waist and showed us how to serve and commanded us to love one 
another. You modeled a love stronger than death, a way to gather around 
tables throughout time with people of the world, and a life of love. 
Blessed are those who love in your name. 

We remember how Jesus gathered stranger and friend, gave thanks, 
blessed and offered the bread of life and the cup of salvation to all. 
Remembering the wonder of Jesus’ life, the agony of Jesus’ death, and the power of 
Jesus’ resurrection we proclaim the mystery of our faith. 

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ is with us now! 
Send your Spirit Loving God upon this bread and this cup, that in eating and drinking 
we are nourished, strengthened, and purposed to be compassionate and show forth 
your love and justice to all. 

May it be so. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Praying together we say…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Come to the joyful feast of the people of God. 
 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
(Only gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice are offered.  

Pre-packaged communion elements are available to pick up at the table in the back or the front.) 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Praying together we say… 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our 
love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Amen. 

 

PARTING HYMN The Fruit of the Spirit is Love for Our Sharing -THE ASH GROVE 

The fruit of the Spirit is love for our sharing, 
It’s joy in the gospel that we have from you. 
It’s peace that we live out with courage and daring; 
It’s patience, for we know that we have sinned, too. 
It’s kindness in all things and generous giving; 
It’s faithfulness seeking to follow your way. 
It’s gentleness, Lord, and it’s self-controlled living; 
Now make us more fruitful in these things, we pray. 

 

SEND OUT  Keith M. Haithcock 
 

MUSIC AS WE GO FORTH  
Honor, Glory, and Praise -Anthony Giamanco Steve Phillips, piano 

 

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission.  All rights reserved. 
Preface Galatians 5.22-23a from New Revised Standard Version Bible ©1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; 
Unison Prayer of the Day, Greeting, Call to Worship, and Prayer, Opening Our Hearts to God, Prayer of Confession, and Assurance of Grace (Romans 6.18 from the 
Inclusive Bible) by Keith M. Haithcock; Matthew 18.21-35 from the Inclusive Bible ©1996 by Priests for Equality; Prayers of Concern and Celebration, An Invitation to Share 
our Gifts, and Unison Blessing of our Gifts by Keith M. Haithcock; Holy Communion Liturgy adapted by Keith M. Haithcock from The Feast of Our Lives: Re-imaging 
Communion (author, June Christine Goudey) and the Book of Worship United Church of Christ ©1986 United Church of Christ Office for Church Life and Leadership; Parting 
Hymn The Fruit of the Spirit is Love for Our Sharing, text ©2006 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Tune: THE ASH GROVE, from Songs of Grace: new hymns for God and neighbor p.34, 
page 76 in New Century Hymnal. All adaptations by Keith M. Haithcock. 
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