Fruit of the Spirit - Summer Sermon Series

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
Masks are optional.

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. -Galatians 5.22-23a
August 13, 2023 | 10:30AM

Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.

Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.

The People Rise in body or spirit at this sign: &x

The People’s responses are in bold print.

Stephanie Dalsfoist, vocal leader & soloist; Damon Stevens, piano; Mark Behnken, organ

Music AS WE GATHER AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES (10:20a)
Prelude in C major, BWV 846 -J. S. Bach Damon Stevens, piano; Adeline Palm, Acolyte

UNISON PRAYER OF THE DAY (10:30a) Keith M. Haithcock, pastor & teacher
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Sovereign. Amen.

GREETING, CALL TO WORSHIP, AND PRAYER
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.

The fruit of the Spirit is:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

Loving Spirit, open our ears to hear your word.

Open our eyes to see your presence.

Open our arms to the embrace of community.

Open our minds to the beauty of truth.

Open our hearts to the joy of new life.

Gentle Spirit, we worship you and seek your fruit for our lives. Amen.

%= HYMN OF PRAISE, 277 Holy, Holy, Holy -NicAEA



OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Keith M. Haithcock
Sometimes we are our own worst enemy. Life presents difficulties, irritations, choices;
we feel limits seizing our freedom, and darkness grabbing at our mindset. Stop and
listen to God. Let go of the ego; open your hearts and receive the Spirit’s care.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we desire to walk with Jesus, to refrain from agitation, and set our path in
Christ’s footsteps. We know we have missed the mark you desire for us. We
confess our need for one another, our devotion to you, and the hardness within
us. Forgive us, renew us, save us, and fix us in your ways. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE

“Freed from your sin, you became forever committed to justice.” -Romans 6.18
Do not be afraid. Stay open and be free. Thanks be to God.

% PASSING THE PEACE

(You may rise in body or spirit for the passing of the peace or share gestures of peace at a distance.)
The peace of God be with you. And also with you.

SONG OF ADORATION, 765 (Sung twice.) Alleluia

2 SAMUEL 9 Lonnie Fields, liturgist
David asked, “Are there any members of Saul’s family still alive to whom | can show
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”

Now there was an attendant of Saul’s household named Ziba, who was brought to
David. “Are you Ziba?” David asked.

“At your service,” Ziba replied.

Then David asked, “Are there any members of Saul's family still alive to whom | can
show kindness?” Ziba said, “There is still a son of Jonathan—the one whose feet are
withered.”

David asked, “Where is he?”

Ziba answered, “He is living with Makir ben-Ammiel in Lo Debar.”

So David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir ben-Anniel. When
Mephibosheth ben-Jonathan came to David, he greeted him by bowing down to pay
homage.

David said, “Mephibosheth?”

“At your service,” he replied.

David said, “Have no fear, for | desire to be kind to you for Jonathan’s sake. And |
will restore to you the whole estate of your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at
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my table.”

Mephibosheth bowed low and said, “Who am | that you should show favor to a dead
dog like me?”

Then David summoned Ziba, Saul's attendant: “| give to Saul’s grandson everything
belonging to Saul and his family. You and your family and attendants are to farm his land
and bring in the crops, which will provide provisions for the household. But
Mephibosheth, Saul’'s grandson, will always eat at my table.”

Ziba, who had fifteen sons and twenty workers, said to David, “Your attendant will do
just as you command.” And so Mephibosheth ate at David's table along with the ruler’s
children. Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and the members of Ziba's
household were Mephibosheth’s attendants. And even though both his feet were
withered, while Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem he had a regular place at David’s table.

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation.

Thanks be to God.
MINISTRY OF MuSIC Stephanie Dalsfoist, vocalist; Damon Stevens, piano
God Help the Outcasts -Alan Menken & Stephen Schwartz
SERMON “FRuIT OF THE SPIRIT: KINDNESS” Keith M. Haithcock
% HYMN OF GUIDANCE, 309 We Are Your People -WHITFIELD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Lonnie Fields

You, O God, are supreme and holy.

You create our world and give us life.

Your purpose overarches everything we do.

You have always been with us. You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.

You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.

You are with us now. You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.

You empower us to be your gospel in the world.

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.

You are our God. We worship you.
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PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND CELEBRATION Keith M. Haithcock
Praying together we say...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CHURCH MATTERS AND OPPORTUNITIES

AN INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS Lonnie Fields
Words are easy. Acts require intent, love, and passion. We proclaim words of Open
and Affirming, Anti-Racism, Justice, and Inclusion. Jesus fed 5000 people with 2 small
fish and 5 loaves of bread. Don’t worry about how much you give, just give what you
can consistently. When we gather God will multiply our gifts. O]

(Offering Plates: at the front & back of the Church. Use QR code to give online.)

UNISON BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS
Giving Spirit, allotting our talents and skills takes time. But there’s no better way
to serve you and your people than to give a portion of what you’ve given us.
Giving money requires trust in you and others. May our trust and generosity
produce the fruit of the Spirit by giving ourselves. May it be so.

& PARTING HYMN The Fruit of the Spirit is Love for Our Sharing -THE ASH GROVE
The fruit of the Spirit is love for our sharing, It's joy in the gospel that we have from you.
It's peace that we live out with courage and daring;
It's patience, for we know that we have sinned, too.
It's kindness in all things and generous giving; It's faithfulness seeking to follow your way.
It's gentleness, Lord, and it's self-controlled living;
Now make us more fruitful in these things, we pray.

©

B SEND OUT Keith M. Haithcock
Music As WE GO FORTH
Lean On Me -Bill Withers Damon Stevens, piano

THE CHURCH ON THE AVENUE  Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.
Preface Galatians 5.22-23a from New Revised Standard Version Bible ©1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; Unison Prayer of the Day
from The New Century Hymnal ©1995 The Pilgrim Press p.846; Greeting, Call to Worship, and Prayer by Keith M. Haithcock; Opening Our Hearts to God, Prayer of Confession, and Assurance of
Grace (Romans 6.18 from the Inclusive Bible) by Keith M. Haithcock; Affirmation of Faith from The New Century Hymnal © 1995 The Pilgrim Press p.886, A New Zealand Prayer Book He Karakia Mihinare
0 Aotearoa, ©1989 Church of the Province of New Zealand; 2 SAMUEL 9 from the Inclusive Bible ©1996 by Priests for Equality; Prayers of Concern and Celebration, An Invitation to Share our Gifts,
and Unison Blessing of our Gifts by Keith M. Haithcock; Parting Hymn The Fruit of the Spirit is Love for Our Sharing, text ©2006 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Tune: THE ASH GROVE, from Songs of Grace:

l‘ r' new hymns for God and neighbor p.34, page 76 in New Céntury Hymnal. All adaptations by Keith M. Haithcock.

On the fruit shaped post-It here share a brief note answering: How will | act out
ST.JOHN | KINDNESS? Stick your note on the bulletin board in the Accessible Lobby.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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