
The Worship of God  Welcome! 

Third Sunday after Pentecost No matter who you are 
Pride Month / Fathers Day or where you are 
 on life’s journey 
June 18, 2023 | 10:30AM you are welcome here. 

 

 

Masks are optional. 
Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table. 
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church. 
The People Rise in body or spirit at this sign: 
The People’s responses are in bold print. 
 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES (10:20a)  
Faith of our Fathers & Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us -arr. Mark Hayes 

 Mark Behnken, keyboardist; Adeline Palm, Acolyte 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF THE DAY Keith M. Haithcock, pastor and teacher 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Sovereign.  Amen. 

 

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP (10:30a)  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 
 

This is the day that God has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Let go of what you worry about. We will pray instead, letting God know our fears. 
Offer praises out of worries. Before we know it, God will settle us down. 
Breath deeply, let go, join the worship of God. Let’s celebrate and be festive. 

 

HYMN OF WELCOME All Are Welcome -TWO OAKS Stephanie Dalsfoist, vocal leader 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live. 
A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace. 
Here the love of Christ shall end division:  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
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Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true. 
Where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat; 
A banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space, 
as we share in Christ the fest that frees us; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone. 
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face, 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace. 
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Keith M. Haithcock 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in God’s grace. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Weaver God, you have woven your creation together using your relationship with us 
and ours with each other to give rich, intricate, and diverse patterns to all of life.  
Forgive us when our choices tear the fabric of our lives; forgive us when we want 
only to connect with those who are like us. Challenge us to accept our 
differences as divine gifts, for all are created in your image. Help us to weave our 
lives together as we connect through these special gifts from you. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE  

Hear the good news: In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we learn that God’s 
love has no bounds. In Christ we are forgiven and are empowered to begin anew. 
Thanks be to God! 
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SONG OF ADORATION  O Sing to the Lord -CANTAI AO SENHOR 
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GENESIS 6.9-22; 7.24; 8.14-22 Bill Machuga, Liturgist 

Noah and the Flood 
9 This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God. 10 Noah had 
three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how 
corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their 
ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the 
earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with 
pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred 
cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below 
the roof an opening one cubit] high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and 
make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to 
destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. 
Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will 
enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You 
are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive 
with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of 
creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to 
take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for 
them.” 22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
 

24 And the waters swelled on the earth for one hundred fifty days. 
 

14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was 
dry. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons 
and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of 
all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that 
they may abound on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah 
went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 And every animal, every 
creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark 
by families. 
 

God’s Promise to Noah 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the LORD smelled the 
pleasing odor, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because 
of humans, for the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again 
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destroy every living creature as I have done. 22 As long as the earth endures, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night shall not cease.” 

 

Here ends the reading inspired by God.  
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC Here I Am, Lord -arr. Lloyd Larson 
 

SERMON “GOD OF THE RAINBOW” Keith M. Haithcock 
 

HYMN OF GUIDANCE, 32 God of the Sparrow God of the Whale -ROEDER 
 

TWENTY YEARS OPEN AND AFFIRMING AND PERSEVERING Keith M. Haithcock 

We, the members of St. John United Church of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open 
and affirming congregation. We know that as the Church we are many members, 
but one body in Christ. With Christ we affirm that we are called to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, and that we are called to act as agents of reconciliation 
and wholeness within the world and within the church itself. We pledge to 
welcome people of all races, ages, abilities, ethnicities, socio-economic levels, sexual 
orientations and gender identities into the full life and ministry of the church. We affirm 
and celebrate all loving and committed relationships. We seek actively to include 
and support those who, because of fear and prejudice, find themselves in exile 
from a spiritual community. We commit ourselves to caring and concern for all.  

 

PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND CELEBRATION Keith M. Haithcock 
 

CHURCH MATTERS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Happy Father’s Day! 
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AN INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS Bill Machuga, liturgist 
Words are easy. Acts require intent, love, and passion. We proclaim words of Open 
and Affirming, anti-racism, justice love and inclusion. Jesus fed 5000 people with 2 
small fish and 5 loaves of bread. Don’t worry about how much you give, just give what 
you can, consistently. When we come together God will multiply all gifts. 
(Offering Plates: at the front & back of the Church. Use QR code to give online.) 

 

UNISON BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS  

Thank you, God, for filling our lives with good things. The abundance of your 
gifts is beyond our counting. Bless all that we return for the work of ministry 
among us and beyond us. Amen. 

 

COMMITMENT HYMN, 391 In the Midst of New Dimensions -NEW DIMENSIONS 
 

SEND OUT  Keith M. Haithcock 
 

MUSIC AS WE GO FORTH God of Our Fathers 
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