m The Worship of God Welcome!

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER No matter who you are

Mother's Day or where you are on life’s journey
Masks are optional.

14 May 2023 | 10:30AM you are welcome here.
Assistive listening devices are available at the Welcome Table.
Offering plates are in the front and back of the Church.
The People Rise in body or spirit at this sign: &z
The People’s responses are in bold print.

MusiC AS WE GATHER AND LIGHTING THE CANDLES (10:20a)
Come Down, O Love Divine -arr. Howard Helvey Theo Baldwin, piano

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP (10:30a) Keith M. Haithcock
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.

We are gathered in the presence of the risen Christ, who remains with us for ever.
When we abide in the love of Christ

love, joy, and peace grow.

We are rooted in Christ’s love

that we may bear these fruits together with all God’s people.

With the faithful of every race, tribe, people, and nation we sing:

Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanks, and honor be to God for ever and ever. Amen.

% HYMN OF EASTER, 70 God Is Here! As We Your People Meet -ABBOT'S LEIGH
Jennie Malone, vocal leader; Mark Behnken, organ
OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD Keith M. Haithcock

We have been baptized and claimed in Jesus Christ for life. Yet we are intimidated by
fears and seduced by fantasies. We cling to autonomy and slight community. We
overlook the 10 commandments, as God calls us to face our conscience.

Let us confess our sin to God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we confess that we love our own way more than we love you. We neglect
spiritual disciplines that draw us to you and the caring that would link us with
others. It’s hard to follow Jesus! Forgive us, teach us, help us! Amen.



ASSURANCE OF GRACE
You are not left to struggle alone. You have an Advocate who is always with you. God
hears your prayers and offers you love in all circumstances. Claim God’s gifts of awe
and kindness. God forgives and assures grace.

SONG OF ADORATION, 392 En santa hermandad (United by God’s Love)

Jennie Malone, vocal leader; Theo Baldwin, piano

1. United by God'’s love, let us sing together.
2. Sing praise to our Cre-a-tor, God of grace and mercy, (Go to Refrain)

Refrain
You are the one Re-deem-er Christ, fill our hearts with love;

You are the Sav-ior, Jesus Christ, Lib-er-a-tor God.

3. Sing praise to Christ the Sav-ior, Bring-er of sal-va-tion.
4. And praise the Ho-ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er most holy. (Go to Refrain)

B2 JOHN 14:15-21 Melissa Artopoeus
“If you love me and obey the command | give you,
| will ask the One who sent me to give you another Paraclete,
another Helper to be with you always—the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot accept since the world neither sees her nor recognizes her;
but you can recognize the Spirit because she remains with you and will be with you.
| won't leave you orphaned; | will come back to you.
A little while now and the world will see me no more;
but you'll see me; because | live, and you will live as well.
On that day you'll know that I am in God, and you are in me, and | am in you.
Those who obey the commandments are the ones who love me,
and those who love me will be loved by Abba God.
|, too, will love them and will reveal myself to them.”

Here ends the reading inspired by God.
May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation.

Thanks be to God.
MINISTRY OF MusIC Good Good Father -Pat Barrett & Anthony Brown
Jennie Malone, soloist, Theo Baldwin, piano
SERMON “L OVE REVEALED” Keith M. Haithcock
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&= HYMN OF GUIDANCE, 475 (stanzas 1&20nly) ~ God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow -spARROW
Jennie Malone, vocal leader; Mark Behnken, organ

A STATEMENT OF FAITH Melissa Artopoeus
We believe in God
whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives,
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth,
whose love was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave us all
and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom.
Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in God we trust;
and, in the name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, in the service of others,
to seek justice and to live in peace,
to care for the earth and to share the commonwealth of God’s goodness,
to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the spirit of love,
and in the company of the faithful so to be the church, for the glory of God. Amen.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND CELEBRATION Keith M. Haithcock

CHURCH MATTERS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers.

AN INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS Melissa Artopoeus
The mission and ministry of Jesus has become the cornerstone of our faith.
Through our offerings we seek to widen God’s extravagant welcome and
witness, that people of every human expression may know acceptance,
love, and salvation. Let us give with the generosity of God’s blessings. @

(Offering plates are at the front and back of the Sanctuary. Use QR code to give onllne )

UNISON BLESSING OF OUR GIFTS
O God. You have given us life, and new life in Christ. As you give, so we offer
gifts to sustain this ministry and help others, as Jesus taught and lived. Amen

& COMMITMENT HYMN, 478 I've Got Peace Like a River -African-American spiritual

Jennie Malone, vocal leader; Theo Baldwin, piano

%2 SEND OUT Keith M. Haithcock
Music As WE GO FORTH

Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above -arr. Lloyd Larson Theo Baldwin, piano
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S WORSHIP
The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher
Melissa Artopoeus, Liturgist
Eliza Palm, Acolyte
Jennie Malone, vocal leader/soloist
Theo Baldwin, piano
Mark Behnken, organ

Copyrights, Notes & Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved.

Call to Worship from the Book of Worship © 1986 United Church of Christ Office for Church Life and Leadership, p.498; Opening Our Hearts to God, Prayer
of Confession, Assurance of Grace from Taught By Love by Lavon Bayler, ©1998 United Church Press, p.96-97; A Statement of Faith, from lona Abby
Worship Book The lona Community, Copyright Manager, Wild Goose Publications, Fourth Floor, Savor House, 140 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3DH, UK;
John 14.15-21 The Inclusive Bible, ©1996 by Priests for Equality, (Note: Paraclete is the Greek word for Advocate, Intercessor (Holy Spirit). Most translations
have Jesus referring to God as “the Father” in the New Testament, however The Inclusive Bible translation hearkens back to Jesus’ own appeal to God as Abba
(Awe-ba), the Hebrew word for daddy or papa); Prayers of Concern and Celebration by Keith M. Haithcock; An Invitation to Share our Gifts and Unison
Blessing of our Gifts inspired from Whispers of God-Liturgical Resources Year B, by Lavon Baylor, ©1987, Pilgrim Press, p.72.

All adaptations by Keith M. Haithcock.

From the Pastor

On Palm Sunday | called for action to respond to the LGBTransQIA+ hate legislation in
Kentucky, Ohio, and many other states. Our St. John Church open and affirming values
need to be heard in a public and on-going rebuttal to this legislation.

Will you join me in brainstorming to organize ways to Speak Out against this legislation?
You are urged to attend this Zoom meeting on May 17, 2023, 7:30pm.

Register for the Zoom Log In
no later than noon on May 16.
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net

For a good overview of the actions of the Kentucky legislators Click Here or Click Here.

THE CHURCH ON THE AVENUE

m 520 Fairfield Avenue
Bellevue, KY 41073

m m StjohnChurch.net

ST.J OHN 859.261.2066

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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