WORSHIP CELEBRATION

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2023

LENT

Lent in one form or another has been a fixture in the Church from earliest times. The
forty days counting from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday (the day before Easter),
not counting Sundays, has been in place in the West for some 500+ years. It has
historically been focused on repentance and sacrificial abstinence for past sins in the
process of forgiveness.

This year, | want to suggest, just this once, that instead of focusing on sin, we focus on
preparation. Jesus’s 40 days in the wilderness underlies the time line of Lent, and the
stories of this time in Christian scripture point us to his search for understanding of the
life and ministry on which he was about to embark. It seems to me that it was akin to the
Native American concept of vision quest, and this, | suggest, may be a model for us. Itis
an annual time to reflect again on our vocations and ministries as Jesus followers. It is,
indeed, accompanied by acknowledgement of past failures and forgiveness, but it also
focuses forward: where are we going from here? Reflection and sacrifice can clear the
mind and the heart. They can open us to new understandings of self and direction. May
it be so! Blessings on your journey, Dean.

THE CHURCH ON THE AVENUE

Welcome!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey
you are welcome here.

Masks are optional.
As a courtesy to others silence your phone.
Assistive listening devices are available in the back.

Offering plates are in the front and rear of the Church.

ST O H N Visit the Welcome Table, located in the back, to learn

more about St. John Church.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST



Pre-Service Music and Lighting the Candles (10:20a)
Steve Phillips, piano; Mark Behnken, organ; Eliza Palm, acolyte
“You Are My All'in All” -Dennis Jernigan, arr. Mark Hayes

Words of Welcome Rev. Dean Griffith
Call to Worship & Prayer

One: We are on an annual journey. We seek God, we seek more clearly the Way of
Jesus.

All: In this, may we follow Jesus, may we learn that we can always come
closer to Jesus’s path.

One: We know we often falter, that we lose sight of that path.

All:  We know, too, that God brings us grace and forgiveness and new
guidance on the path. We must be mindful to listen!

One: We praise God for God’s grace and peace. We thank God for guidance and
patience with us.

All: Praise and thanks be to God!

Opening Hymn, 172 (Rise in body or spirit.) “Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult”

Unison Collective Prayer Rev. Dean Griffith
God of grace and glory, we are grateful for your presence in our lives. We
praise you for the beauty and wonder of your creation. We would follow in the
Way Jesus lived and taught, and we seek your Spirit’s guidance on that path.
Keep us aware that you are in our midst as we seek to be ever more nearly the
Body of Christ in our own time and place. Honor and praise be always yours.
Through Jesus we pray and praise. Amen.

Scripture Lessons
from the Prophets: 1 Samuel 16:1-13  Old Testament, pg. 259 Rev. Sue Jelinek

from the Writings: ~ Psalm 23 Hymnal, pg. 633 Rev. Dean Griffith
from the Epistles:  Ephesians 5:8-14  New Testament, pg. 194 Rev. Sue Jelinek
from the Gospels:  John 9:1-41 New Testament, pg. 102 Rev. Sue Jelinek

Homily “A Conversation with John: Blind Man's Bluff’ Rev. Dean Griffith
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Ministry of Music Handbell Choir
“Were You There?” -arr. Sondra K. Tucker

Prayers of the People Rev. Dean Griffith

Tithes and Offerings Rev. Sue Jelinek
The journey requires sacrifice and awareness, and glad generosity is part of it. This
we do as one small part of our search, our vision. May it be pleasing to God and
helpful to God’s children.

Unison Prayer of Dedication of Gifts
Holy God, we bring our gifts to you for your purposes. Grant us wisdom in
their use and help in our offerings of love and service. Receive them and us in
the Name of Jesus. Amen. !

(Offering plates are located at the front and back of the Sanctuary.
You may also give online using the QR code.)

Church Matters and Opportunities Rev. Dean Griffith

Closing Hymn, 248 (Rise in body or spirit.)
Such Perfect Love My Shepherd Shows”

Benediction Rev. Dean Griffith

Going Forth Music Steve Phillips, piano
“Great God of Might and Glory” -Lani Smith,

Copyrights, Acknowledgments: All items are used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-712481 / CCLI #21671608
Worship Service from Book of Worship © 2006 by United Church of Christ, Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry Team, Cleveland,
Ohio, adapted by Rev. Dean Griffith.

Lent 2023 Zoom Bible Study
During Lent, study the lectionary texts for the coming Sunday with \ | /
Rev. Dean Griffith. Thursdays from 6:30-8p thru March 30, 2023. \\ /
Contact the church office for Zoom login:
Office@StJohnChurch.net or 859.261.2066, ext. 201

The texts for Thursday, Mar. 23rd are Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130;
Romans 8:6-11; and John 11:1-45.
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THE CHURCH ON THE AVENUE

A Ministers: The whole congregation

HH Pastor & Teacher: The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock

520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY 41073
ST.JOHN

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Stay Connected at St. John Church!

For more information about St. John Church go to: www.StJohnChurch.net.
To receive The e-Weekly or Prayer List, email Office@StJohnChurch.net.
To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, ext.202; email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.
To make a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066, ext. 201.
Office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm.

SABBATICAL CONTACT LIST
Sabbatical Pastors
Rev. Dean Griffith 513.407.0831 griffith@isoc.net
Rev. Sue Jelinek 513.319.1914 pansylover@fuse.net
2023 Strategic Leadership Council
Steve Howes, SLC President 513.460.6774 howesfamb5@aol.com
Pastoral Relations Committee
Robert Moreland, Chair 513.550.3666 EthelVance@aol.com
Cherie Draper 425.971.4703  cheriedraper@rocketmail.com
Alan Imberg 859.743.7434 alan@alanimberg.com
Support Staff
Linda Schuster, Administrative Asst. 859.261.2066, x.201 Office@StJohnChurch.net
Prayer Requests: 859.261.2066, ext. 201 PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net
Receive the Prayer List:  859.261.2066, ext. 201 Office@StJohnChurch.net
John Hodges-Batzka, Youth Coord. 717.579.4493 john@lakesidechurch.org

Music Ministry Transition Team
Stephanie Dalsfoist 513.708.0246 sdalsfoist@gmail.com
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