
 
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY  

‘All In Again’ Commitment Sunday  

November 20, 2022 

“… I consider everything a loss in light of the surpassing 

knowledge of my Savior Jesus Christ, for whose sake I have 

forfeited everything. I count everything else as garbage…” 

 -Paul, Philippians 3.8 

 

 

Welcome! 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 
 

Masks are optional. 
As a courtesy to others silence your phone. 

Assistive listening devices are available in the back. 
Offering plates are in the front and rear of the Church. 

 

Gathering Music & Lighting Candles (10:20a) 

Theo Baldwin, piano; Eliza Palm, Acolyte 

“We Gather Together” -arr. Brent Edstrom 
 

Welcome & Unison Call to Worship (10:30a) Keith M. Haithcock 

O come, let us sing to our God; 
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
We come, O God, into your presence with thanksgiving,  
rejoicing with songs of Praise!  -Psalm 95.1-2 

 

Singing Together, 14  “How Can I Say Thanks” 
 

Unison Prayer of the Day Keith M. Haithcock 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Sovereign.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn, 421 (Rise in body or spirit.) “We Gather Together” 
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Prayer of Common Confession Keith M. Haithcock 

One: Let us trust in God’s grace. 
All: God of collected care,  

we confess that we are so accustomed to pushing through difficulties, 
we’ve come to expect exhaustion as a norm.   
We confess that anxiety, not peace, often rules our souls.   
Re-orient us, we pray, towards self-healing and self-care.   
So that we can love others as we love ourselves.   
Free us from resentment and envy  
and remind us of the prophets in our lives  
who practice rest and boundaries well.   
May they guide us into deeper freedom  
and away from exhaustion and othering.   
We are all made for more. 

Assurance of Grace 
One: Beloved, in Christ we are healed, freed, and forgiven 
All: so that we might also be wounded healers.  Amen. 

 

Song of New Life and Action (sung twice.) “Make Us One” 

Make us one, Lord, make us one, Holy Spirit, make us one. 
Let your love flow so the world will know we are one in you. 

 

Praying Together Keith M. Haithcock 
 

Philippians 3.4b-14 Sue Jelinek 

If they think they have the right to put their trust in external evidence, I have even 
more right!  I was circumcised on the eighth day, being of the stock of Israel and the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew origins; in legal observance I was a Pharisee, 
and so zealous that I persecuted the church.  I was above reproach when it came to 
justice based on the Law. 
 

But those things I used to consider gain, I now count as loss for the sake of Christ.  
What is more, I consider everything a loss in light of the surpassing knowledge of my 
Savior Jesus Christ, for whose sake I have forfeited everything.  I count everything 
else as garbage, so that Christ may be my wealth – indeed, that I may be found in 
Christ, not having any justice of my own based on observance of the Law.  The 
justice I possess is that which comes through faith in Christ.  It has its origin in God 
and is based on faith.  All I want is to know Christ, and the power of the resurrection, 
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and how to share in Christ’s sufferings by being formed into the pattern of Jesus’ 
death – perhaps even to arrive at the resurrection from the dead. 
 

It’s not that I have reached it yet, or have already finished my course; but I’m running 
the race in order to grab hold of the prize if possible, since Christ Jesus has grabbed 
hold of me.  Sisters and brothers, I don’t think of myself as having reached the finish 
line.  I give no thought to what lies behind, but I push on to what is ahead.  My entire 
attention is on the finish line as I run toward the prize—the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

One: Here ends the reading inspired by God. 
 May God grant to us wisdom and courage for interpretation. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon “LIVING AN ‘ALL IN’ LIFE: LOSS” Keith M. Haithcock 
 

Affirmation of Faith, 886 Sue Jelinek 
 

Ministry of Music  Handbell Choir 

“Change Ring Prelude on ‘Divinum Mysterium’” -arr. Fred Gramann 
 

Opportunities & Church Matters Keith M. Haithcock 
 

Declaration and Prayer of our Commitment Sue Jelinek 
One: What an abundance of gifts we have to offer: 
Left side: musical talent, the melody of laughter, the use of our hands in 

cooking and repairs, the use of our minds in problem solving,  
Right side: curiosity, compassion, patience, urgency, spiritual reservoirs, 

financial resources, obedience, and courage to act. 
One: All these gifts, and others which bear our personal marks, are symbolized 

in our offering for the work of the church and the glory of God. Let’s pray. 
 All: God, we declare our 2023 commitment and these offerings that they 

may be used to extend your love. We commit our varied ministries, 
talents, and time in the days ahead and through the new year, that 
each of us may be part of your answer to the cries of the world. 
Amen. 

 

(Come forward to submit today’s offering and your 2023 Commitment Card. 
You may also submit your Commitment Card online using the QR code →.) 
 
 



Page 4 St. John United Church of Christ, Bellevue, KY November 20, 2022 

Closing Song, 419 (Rise in body or spirit.) “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

Send Out Keith M. Haithcock 
 

Parting Music Theo Baldwin & Steve Phillips, piano duet 

“When Jesus Came Into My Heart” -arr. Mark Hayes 
 

 

Generosity Program 2023 
When you give you are living out the way of love – the 
way of Jesus.  We are empowered by the Spirit to bless 
everyone we meet, practicing generosity and 
compassion, and proclaiming the Good News of God in 
Christ.  Your ‘all in again’ financial commitment 2023 is 
vital to realize the mission vision God has given to this 
faith community: 

In service to Christ, this intentionally inclusive congregation  
feeds the body, mind, and spirit, gives strength,  

and shines God’s light wherever there is darkness. 
 

Commitment cards are available at the Welcome Table. 
 

 

Stay Connected at St. John Church! 
For more information about St. John Church go to: www.StJohnChurch.net. 
To receive The e-Weekly or Prayer List, email Office@StJohnChurch.net. 

To meet with the Pastor call: 859.261.2066, ext.202; email Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 
To make a prayer request for the Prayer List, email PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 

 

No online connection? Call the office at 859.261.2066, ext. 201. 
Office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 
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