
From the Corner – World Peace 
Remember the scene from Sandra Bullock's 2000 hit Miss Congeniality where when asked 
"What matters the most to you?", all the contestants of the Miss USA pageant gave the 
cliched answer - "world peace". This sentiment is pretty much laughed off. World peace, 
really? Can we make that happen? 
 

The only reason I don’t think we could achieve world peace is the miscalculated thought that 
God will bring peace for us. Since 1981 September 21 has been the International Day of 
Peace.  It’s been 41 years.  Do we have world peace yet? 
 

It’s like the story in the Bible about Jesus feeding 5000 people with five loaves of bread and 
two fish. How did he do that? We couldn’t have done it without the boy with the bread and 
fish. But we attribute the “miracle” to Jesus.  
 

There was something else going on there. Jesus did what he came to do, tell stories and 
teach us how to make the world a better place. But there is a big piece missing. Thomas 
Merton, in his book New Seeds of Contemplation puts it this way: 

“When I pray for peace, I Pray….above all that my own country will cease to do the things 
that make war inevitable….So instead of loving what you think is peace, love other 
[people] and love God above all.  And instead of hating the people you think are 
warmakers, hate the appetites and the disorder in your own soul, which are the causes of 
war.  If you love peace, then hate injustice, hate tyranny, hate greed—but hate these 
things in yourself, not in another.” 

 

The story of feeding the 5000 most likely came about by the love of God within Jesus, the 
little boy with fish and bread, and the people in the crowd who shared the food they had with 
others – that, in my assessment, is a supernatural miracle.  Yes, peace is possible. Let it 
begin with you and me sharing what we have. 
 

Journey well! 
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