
From the Corner – Post-Pandemic Ponderments 

The congregation I serve is in a year-long initiative called, Ignite 2022.  This initiative offers 

opportunities to learn, engage, and tell our stories about anti-racism, and being open and 

affirming to persons of the LGBTQ+ community.  But did you know that we are also striving 

to be accessible to all people by providing a building, programs and attitudes that include 

each person to participate in activities without physical or social barriers? 
 

From the beginning of the COVID pandemic St. John United Church of Christ has taken 

every measure to keep our staff, congregation, and guests safe.  This has taken an 

enormous amount of time, intentionality, and support from all with whom we serve.  We have 

committed time, talents, and treasures to this effort.  Some had negative responses to 

wearing masks or keeping distance.  Some were upset we didn’t go back to in-person 

worship and activities until May 2021.  But our guidelines and procedures held the line for 

safety and wellness.  
 

A few weeks ago, I received a small booklet from our denominational headquarters titled, 

“What if?  A Pocket Portion of Post-Pandemic Ponderments”.  One question from this little 

booklet stopped me in my tracks. It asks, “What if you responded to the life-threatening 

scourge of racism with the same commitment of attention, resources, and lifestyle changes 

you have applied to Covid-19?”  Wow what a question!   
 

Picture it, just like with Covid-19, we could hold the line and intentionally confront behaviors 

and attitudes that degrade the life of persons of color to the point of healing humanity from 

the pandemic of racism. 
 

We invite anyone who would like to work with us.  
 

Journey well! 

Pastor Keith  
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