
From the Corner – Sacred and Secular? 

I grew up in a church that kept to itself for the most part.  We had our own 

entertainment - although we didn’t use that word, and we viewed what the 

church did as sacred and what the world was involved in as secular.  A simple 

definition for sacred could be, holy, revered, blessed, set apart from the world.  

A simple definition of secular might be temporal or materialistic. 
 

The Bible certainly talks about the world having its role and behaviors, and the 

church having its role and behaviors.  Often the church forgets that it is part of 

the world; we live in this world and involve ourselves in this earthly life. 
 

If you ever want to ruffle the sacred feathers of the church just raise the topic of 

music.  In the early 1970s the church I grew up in finally allowed a music group, 

made up of the congregation’s youth, to play for a Sunday evening service.  

Because the “band” used all kinds of instruments, you would have thought the 

end of the world had come.  Those of us in the band decided someone forgot to 

read Psalm 150 where the musician/poet wrote,  

Praise with a blast on the trumpet, praise by strumming soft strings; Praise 

with castanets and dance, praise with banjo and flute; Praise with cymbals 

and a big bass drum, praise with fiddles and mandolin.  Let every living, 

breathing creature praise GOD! 
 

What if no line existed between sacred and secular?  Might we stop judging and 

putting each other in boxes?  Might we perceive each other as neighbors to 

love? 
 

Journey well! 
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