
From the Corner - Nativity 
My first memories of a manger scene go back to 1964 on Christmas Eve at Grandma’s.  I remember the 
aroma of sugar cookies as we walked in the back door with arms full of packages and food.  Our family 
was not very large, but we filled grandma’s home on a small farm on the outskirts of New Albany, Indiana.  
Grandma’s home was filled with love and hugs.  She always decorated for Christmas, including a tree 
from the farm, homemade ornaments and glass ornaments made in Germany and Japan.  I remember 
“stockings" that hung on the mantel with care and finding out that they were gifts from grandma, socks for 
us boys. 
 

I slowly move around the house and looked at decorations up close. Small wreaths in the windows with an 
electric candle in the middle, a bowl of pinecones, dancing bubble lights and aluminum icicles placed one 
by one on the tree.  Each ornament seemed like miniature stories of Jesus’ birth or Santa Claus’ journey 
to each house.  As I look at old pictures now, I notice that her tree wasn’t as grand as my memory.  It was 
sparse and short, but still full of wonder.  I noticed on a side table a small manger scene.  It was rustic and 
felt real.  There were animals, shepherds and a shepherd boy, Mary and Joseph, three magi who looked 
rugged and tired; all the characters I remember from the Bible stories read to me in Sunday School by 
Mrs. Bielefeld; along with an amazing stable.  This creative scene was the nativity, the birth of Jesus made 
real to me as a child.    
 

As you see manger scenes displayed, pause for a moment, look closely, and ponder God with you, giving 
you life, being born anew! 

Nativity, a Latin word meaning “to be born.” 
Have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 

 

Journey well! 
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