
From the Corner – Community Relationships 
I arrived in Bellevue, Kentucky on February 1, 1999.  One of the first phone calls I received was from Rev. 
Bill Neuroth, the Rector at St. John’s Anglican Catholic Church Dayton, Kentucky at the time.  Bill and 
Rev. Vern Muller, pastor at First Presbyterian Church Dayton, gave me the grand tour of northern 
Kentucky and shared stories about the Bellevue Dayton Ministerium.  They told me it was tradition for the 
new pastor in town to be the preacher for the community Thanksgiving service.  Later I found out they just 
didn’t want to preach.  As the appointed preacher my congregation, St. John United Church of Christ 
Bellevue, hosted the service.  It was a big event and a great opportunity to meet people, pray, and worship 
together. 
 

In my early years in Bellevue my closest friends and colleagues were these wonderful people: Rev. Allan 
Daigle from First Baptist Church Dayton, Jim Hill from St. Paul United Church of Christ Dayton, Rev. 
Bruce Peters from First Baptist Church Bellevue, Fr. John Kroger from St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic 
Church Bellevue, Rev. Jane Ellen Jarrell from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Bellevue, Fr. Mike Comer 
from St. Bernard Roman Catholic Church Dayton at that time, and later Mike served all three Roman 
Catholic congregations in Bellevue and Dayton. The ministerial held monthly meetings followed by going 
out to lunch.  We served Bellevue and Dayton as clergy together; organized community worship services, 
encouraged one another, marched in the Memorial Day parade, assisted people in need, and raised funds 
to support local social service agencies.  But truth be told, we liked going to lunch the best.  Conversation, 
learning about each other, recognizing our differences, and discovering what we share in faith. 
 

On Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001, I had the TV news on, and I saw planes crash into the World 
Trade Center.  Shocked and not knowing how to respond, I jumped in the car.  When I entered my Church 
the morning Bible Study group was watching the news.  The group was shockingly quiet and somber.   
 

After we prayed and the class left, I went to my office and called Jane Ellen and Mike.  I suggested that we 
reach out to our congregations and meet at St. John Church that evening for a community prayer service.   
The word got out and at 7:00 pm St. John Church was packed to standing room only and the Ministerium 
pastors led the service.  The following year on 9/11 we organized a multi-faith prayer service for peace.  

We invited Jewish and Muslim colleagues to Bellevue.  Although an interfaith 
event was a stretch and conflict for some – prayer, scripture, song, and being 
together for the common good was healing. 
 

I’m grateful for collegial relationships that bring us together.  I pray that as we 
move through this pandemic such relationships can unite us to build a better 
community and life together in Bellevue and Dayton. 
 

Journey well! 
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