
From the Corner  
Nativity on the Avenue - 49 years - a Bellevue Tradition 
On August 27, 2013 a leader of the Bellevue Neighborhood Association called me and asked if St. 
John United Church of Christ would be willing to take ownership of the Nativity which had been 
displayed in Bellevue annually since 1971.  After I spoke to our congregation’s leadership and 
identified all that it would require to manage the physical details of the Nativity figures and stable, as 
well as the traditional events around the annual lighting of the Nativity, we agreed to take on this 
task, for the Bellevue community.  On October 15, 2013 a letter of ownership was established, and 
St. John Church has been faithful to provide this tradition since. 
 

With all the precautions and guidelines due to COVID19, when the discussion of whether to display 
the Nativity this year or not arrived on our agenda, there was a slight pause, followed by a unifying 
yes!  We felt it was important that the community see this message of God’s love and grace faithfully 
displayed as a continuing witness of hope and God’s presence even during a pandemic. 
 

Perhaps next year, the 50th year of Bellevue’s Nativity, all of Bellevue, its civic leaders, residents, 
and even the clergy and spiritual leaders of the community, can once again process through the city 
streets, pass by each house of worship and gather at the Nativity to celebrate the Light that has 
been given to the world.  And so, let your light shine! 
 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light…”  -Isaiah 9.2a 
 

Journey well, 

Pastor Keith 
 

Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor and Teacher 
St. John United Church of Christ  
on the corner of Fairfield and Ward Aves. in Bellevue, KY 
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net  
Online Sunday Worship at 10:30a: www.StJohnChurch.net  

 
 

mailto:Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
http://www.stjohnchurch.net/

