
From the Corner: Celebrate ADA & A2A 
By Pastor Keith M. Haithcock 
 

I hope this Pastor’s Update finds you well.  Who would have 
thought we would still be fighting this virus into the summer?  
I want to encourage you to continue doing the right things; 
practice distancing, wear your mask, wash your hands, and 
wipe down surfaces.  These are simple life-saving acts that 
we can do to love our neighbors and ourselves. 
 

Twenty-one years ago, I remember one of my congregants saying to me, why are we 
spending all this money on a ramp when we don’t have anyone in the Church that needs a 
ramp?  That question is often spoken about things that cost money.  But I hope the answer is 
obvious to you – without a ramp, persons who need a ramp cannot be included. 
 

This week marks 30 years of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  This act is enforced 
on all public buildings and services – except churches.  Churches are not required to comply 
with this national legislation.  But that certainly does not mean that congregations should not 
comply.  Many of you know we have an A2A team.  A2A, Accessible to All, is a way of life at 
St. John Church.  Not only have we updated our facility, we have updated our website, 
exterior signage, and are working on plans to update water fountains and add automatic 
doors where needed.  These things all take time, money, and commitment, and sometimes 
sacrifices.  But they are important steps to living out what we value: No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 

Thirty years ago, The Rev. Harold Wilke stood next to 
President George H. W. Bush and received one of the pens, 
used by the president to sign the ADA, with his toes.  He had 
no arms.  But, because of determination in living out the 
gospel, Rev. Wilke, a clergyman of the United Church of 
Christ, and others, led the way in our denomination and our 
nation to include everyone. 
 

We must always remember that inclusion for persons with 
disabilities is not just about facilities and physical access, it’s 
about our welcome and including spirits and attitudes. 
 

Yesterday I went to the city building to update my handicap 
parking permit.  As one with disabilities, I’m grateful for our 
nation, and this congregation for these acts of inclusion.  Let’s 
celebrate these 30 years and continue efforts towards 
inclusion for all of God’s children. 

Rev. Harold Wilke, born without 
arms, uses his left foot to accept a 
pen from President George H. W. 
Bush at the signing of the ADA, 
July 26, 1990 
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