
From the Corner: Moral Responsibility 
 

The possibility-thinker, Robert Schuler, said these words in his last sermon in the Crystal Cathedral, “The 
‘I can’t’ never totally leaves us.  We never completely grow out of it.  I think one of the reasons God allows 
it is, so we never forget that we need God, day by day, phase by phase.” 
 

This Sunday, June 28, 2020 will begin the 16th week of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The world has not dealt 
with anything like this for over 100 years.  There have been over 9.1 million cases, over 4.53 million 
people have recovered, and over 472 thousand have died.  Two days ago (Father’s Day) the United 
States had 26,079 new cases.  Yesterday the United States had 31,496 new cases.  Twenty three of the 
50 states continue to have new cases. 
 

Although many are trying to use this pandemic for political gain, it is not about politics.  This pandemic is a 
health crisis – people are getting sick, children are being put in harm’s way, and our loved ones are dying.  
To endorse the attendance to events without requiring the practice of simple behaviors that diminish the 
transmission of this virus and save lives -- physical distancing, wearing face masks, not gathering in large 
crowds -- is morally irresponsible. 
 

This past week a person who attends St. John Church shared with me a very sad event.  His aunt and 
uncle, both senior adults, and some young adult cousins with young children decided to attend worship 
with their small congregation who had re-opened their building in a rural community in Kentucky.  
Seventeen people attended the service.  What they did not know was that one of those people had tested 
positive for COVID-19 and the pastor knew it.  There were no requirements to keep physical distance, to 
wear a mask, or to refrain from singing which can contribute to the transmission of COVID-19 through 
emission of aerosols that can extent three times further than talking.  Every person who attended worship 
tested positive, including a toddler and his parents.  The aunt is home recovering, but her husband is still 
on a respirator in the ICU.  One congregant has passed away. 
 

Over these 16 weeks there have been moments when I have felt that I just couldn’t deal with it any longer.  
I was tired of long conversations, emails, and texts with people who were reaching out for assurance, 
hope and care.  I was dealing with compassion fatigue.  I just wanted to pull the covers over my head and 
deal with my own grief, my own fear, my own anger, and my own needs.   
 

We all need to remember that we’re in this together and that loving our neighbor includes physical 
distance, wearing a mask, washing our hands, and refraining from gathering in large crowds.  But we also 
need to remember that we need God, day by day, phase by phase. 
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