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Be Thankful

From the Corner By Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor and Teacher
I remember as a kid my parents and others telling me to be thankful for what I have. As a kid we all want
things. These days kids and adults want the latest, most updated, “best” of just about everything: phone,
computer, car, and don’t forget the designer cloths. I’m always amazed at how important labels are. The
older I get the less I know about what is latest of anything. In some ways that is a blessing. In other ways
it’s just a sign that I’m not up on what’s going on in the world. But what is enough? When is it that we
want no more? How do we measure the significance of things compared to the necessities and blessings
of life? How is it that we not only express an attitude of gratitude but that our way of living is from a place
of love and thanksgiving? How is it that we might have lifestyles of living simply so that others might
simply live?
One of the most well know scripture verses that most of us have at least heard or read at some point in
our lives is Psalm 23, from the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament). The first verse has often felt like a
strange phrasing for many of us. In the King James Version, it says, “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not
want.” Back when I was first beginning to read and study the Bible, I thought this was saying that we shall
not want the Lord. It was rather confusing.
Modern Bible translations and paraphrases through the years have helped us better grasp this phrase.
The most recent translation that I have become familiar with is from The Inclusive Bible which translates
Psalm 23:1 this way, “God, you are my shepherd – I want nothing more.”
As we draw near to Thanksgiving Day we begin to think and reflect on what we are thankful for. I always
encourage people to make a list. As we make that list consider what things are material and what are not.
Consider where God is on our list. Consider the “blessings” that we have that are given by God. What
better way to be thankful than to realize that God is our shepherd, our guide, and
there is nothing more for which we desire. Be Thankful!

Pastor Keith is always available by appointment.
Phone: 859.261.2066, ext. 202; Email: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
Typical office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9a to 4p.

Neighbors, Members, Regular Attendees, Friends, Everyone:

You are Invited to the

St. John United Church of Christ

Annual
Thanksgiving
Potluck Dinner
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You will find a signup sheet on the Welcome Table in the back of the Sanctuary (worship space) to guide
you on what items to bring for the meal. Food should arrive fully cooked and ready to serve between
9:00a and 9:30a. We can heat items up, but we do not have time or oven space to cook items. Invite
your family, neighbors and friends to join in this feast of savory delights. Coffee, Tea, Lemonade and Ice
water will be provided.
For more information contact: Lonnie Fields flds7@aol.com or 513.324.9303; Bruce Horn
bbobyh55@gmail.com or 513.608.5331; Willie Tackett willtackett@gmail.com or 859.468.8739.

It’s that time again! Don’t forget to FALL BACK!
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 4th.
Mark your calendar to turn your clocks back
Saturday night, November 3rd before you go to bed!

Prevues is published monthly. Submissions due on the 10 th of the prior month.
DECEMBER ITEMS DUE NOVEMBER 10TH
Email your submissions to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net.
All repeat submissions should be revised.
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays. Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings
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Sunday Worship at 10:30a
Pre-service music begins at 10:20a

Be Thankful
November 4: “Be Thankful: In All Circumstances” -1 Thessalonians 5.12-18
November 11: “Be Thankful: For Your Abundance” -Deuteronomy 8.7-18
November 18: "Be Thankful: ‘I Am the Bread of Life" -John 6.25-34
November 25: "Be Thankful: Peace of Christ" -Colossians 3.15-17
Prepare for Sunday Worship by:
Reading the lesson for the day.
Inviting a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you.
Praying for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship.
Enhancing your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you.

Weekly Bible
Encounter
For Youth & Adults
Sundays at 9a - Room 102
The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is
to encounter the Bible through prayer, reading,
study, scholarship and inquisitive community.
Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not
required. Bibles are available.
Attend when you are able.

Face it, most of us would not read the Bible at
all if we didn't have a plan. Here is your plan!
Invite a friend to come with you!

Morning Prayer
Wednesdays at 8a
In the Sanctuary
Start your day with 30-minutes of prayer
Scripture
Silence
Intercession
Enter thru the accessible door off the parking lot
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PDAF Socks and Gloves Drive
The weather is getting colder. Our Blessing Bags, full of food, need some
socks and gloves. Please consider donating new socks and gloves to add to
the Blessing food bags for November thru February for those in need.
Blessing Bags are provided by the Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund
(PDAF) thru your generous donations. You may put your donations of socks
and gloves in the big box in the Accessible Lobby through January. If you would like to give cash yellow
PDAF envelopes are available at the Welcome Table. Make your check payable to St. John United
Church of Christ with PDAF on the Memo line of your check. You may mail your PDAF donation to St.
John United Church of Christ, 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY 41073 or place your yellow envelope in the
offering plate on Sundays. Thank you for your generous support!

Thank You St. John Church!
2018 Neighbors in Need (NIN)
The Neighbors in Need offering total was $847, just $53 short of
our $900 goal. If you would still like give to NIN just mark an
envelop with the amount and note NIN.
Melissa Artopoeus and Keith Haithcock, Mission Offering Coordinators

Pastor’s Newcomers’ Open House
Tuesday November 13th, 7:00p, Pastor Keith’s home, 15 Custis Ave, Ft. Thomas, KY 41075
Pastor Keith would like to invite everyone who is a newcomer at St. John within the past year to an Open
House at his home. Please indicate your interest on your Information Card or contact Pastor Keith at
859.261.2066, ext. 202 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net by Sunday, November 11th.
If you were new to St. John Church last year and were unable to attend the Pastor’s Newcomers’ Open
House you are invited to attend this year. But please let Pastor Keith know by Sunday, November 11 th.

Pastor on Vacation
Pastor Keith will be on vacation from November 20th thru 27th, including the Thanksgiving Day Holiday. If
there is a pastoral need, hospitalization, or death, please leave a voice mail at 859.261.2066 extension
202 with full details, including phone numbers. Voice mail will be checked several times a day. A member
of the Congregational Care Team and/or the Pastor-On-Call will be contacted as needed. If there is a
critical emergency or death, Pastor Keith will be contacted.

Thank you!
Half price books on Montgomery Rd. in Cincinnati recently donated 7
boxes of children’s book for the Little Library.
Also, thank you to Penny Poirier for her continued co-ordination and
maintenance of the Little Library.
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September 24, 2018
Washington United Church of Christ
2950 Sidney Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45225
Phone 513.541.7757 Fax 513.541.7579
Thank you for your recent gift of $253. We need and appreciate your continuing support of our outreach
ministries.
Homework Club after-school tutoring program has begun with 25 children enrolled, matched with
volunteer tutors. The weekday program starts with a light meal and then homework and other academic
enrichment activities.
We continue to serve lunch on weekdays to all who come. Guests range from the homeless to the lonely.
Camp Cupboard and Closet – where everything is free! Is open two days a week offering food, household
items and clothes.
This could not happen without the financial support from you, other churches, and individuals.
Thank you!
Laurel Humes, Church Council

Brighton Center
September 26, 2018
Thank you! Because of your gift of $62.50 individuals and
families have a place to turn to no matter what life brings.
From infants to older adults, we impacted the lives of
44,049 during our last fiscal year. It is only because of donors like you that we are able to provide 39
programs and services individually bundled together to meet the unique needs of those we serve.
We appreciate your help and support!
Tammy Weidinger, President & CEO

From Global Ministries
October 15, 2018
Dear Friends:
Global Ministries sends sincere thanks for your recent gift of $50 made
through the Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association of the United
Church of Christ. As you have indicated, this gift will be used in its entirety for
Inanda Seminary in South Africa. Your support is appreciated and felt all over
the world.
Sincerely,
Reverend Jane Sullivan-Davis
Executive for Resource Development Global Ministries
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Covenant Membership Classes
(If this date doesn’t work for you see the Pastor about an alternative date.)

Saturday, November 17, 2018
9a - 2p
In room 102, enter using the accessible door off the parking lot.
Lunch ordered in from a local restaurant.
Teacher: Pastor Keith Haithcock and others.
Topics include:
Introduction to St. John United Church of Christ, Statement of Faith, Spirituality, Baptism, Holy Communion, the
Bible, What we believe, What does it mean to be a disciple, the six marks of discipleship, and more.

Becoming a member of the church is more than adding your name to a list. It is a
matter of faith and promise (covenant) with a local faith community and the universal
church. Attending class does not mean you must join. The class may help you see if
you are ready for this step in your faith journey.
Registration deadline: Sunday, November 11, 2018
Register by calling 859.261.2066, ext. 202; emailing: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net;
signing up at the Welcome Table; or using your Sunday Information Card.

Accessible to All Task Force
Accessible to All (A2A) is an initiative of the national United Church of
Christ Disabilities Ministries which has been endorsed and
recommended through several resolutions passed by the General
Synods of the denomination. This effort calls upon congregations and
other organizations within the UCC to develop short and long-range
accessibility plans including educational efforts to broaden our
understanding and physical building changes to include any body,
everybody, Christ’s body. As a church of extravagant welcome and
hospitality we will strive to ensure that all may participate in and share
the full experiences of worship, fellowship, leadership, and service.
For more information about the A2A Task Force contact Sandy Kerlin at 859.491.3515 or
sandyleek@hotmail.com; Dale Sexton, 859.581.0493 or dalesexton@aol.com; Marvin Snodgrass
859.380.4909 or marvinsnodgress@hotmail.com; Marlene Hayes 859.581.2809; Connie Mahaney,
859.441.3077 or brneydsuzy@fuse.net; Jan Hoeweler 513.314.5736 or jhoeweler@fuse.net; or Keith M.
Haithcock, 859.261.2066 or pastor@stjohnchurch.net.
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Shared Practices
A Reflection on the United Church of Christ (UCC) Ohio Conference Annual Gathering
By Carl Robinson
By virtue of my position as Designated Minister of SONKA, I serve as
Conference staff. I join Dan Busch, Nayiri Karjian and Patricia Battle as
Associate Ministers to the Ohio Conference. Alongside the new
Transitional Conference Minister, David Long-Higgins, we serve the
churches of Ohio, West Virginia, and Northern Kentucky.
As Conference Staff, I had three roles at the Conference Annual Gathering,
held on September 28 and 29 at Westerville Community UCC, outside of
Columbus. I was honored to lead part of the presentation from the “Shared
Practices Working Group” of the Vision Team, which outlined ways that we
might share ministry approaches throughout our congregations and
judicatory. Secondly, I led the opening on Saturday. Then, as culmination
to our family gathering, I led components of our Closing Worship, including
serving communion elements.
Registration and attendance at the Conference Annual Gathering was markedly increased, with some 180
participants. We imagine that this has to do with energy around the restructure. Several presentations of
those unfolding proposals were made, and a vote was taken on Saturday. That vote demonstrated that a
clear majority of those in attendance were either hopeful or enthusiastic about the process.
A tremendous highlight of the event was the presence and presentation by musical genius, Ken Medema.
After a rousing keynote address by Rev. Starskey Wilson, President and CEO of Deaconess Foundation,
Medema created a musical response entitled, “Blow Your Trumpet.” Medema did the same after the
closing worship message, provided by David Long-Higgins. During a concert on Friday evening, Mr.
Medema offered a piece of music that reflected the theme of Ohio Conference revisioning and restructure.
It was a remarkable gathering, full of powerful spirit and renewed relationships. I wholeheartedly urge
pastors and leaders in SONKA congregations to consider attendance and participation in SONKA
gatherings, held the last Saturday in April and the first Saturday in November,
and the Conference Annual Gathering. You will be blessed by so doing and
will be a blessing to those with whom you share the experience.

To know more about our Association Minister and the United Church of
Christ Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association, visit Carl’s
blogs at: http://sonkaucc.org/rev-carl-robinson/
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Illumination Youth Ministries Updates
Wednesday, November 7, 5:30 to 7:30pm
First Christian Church (1031 Alexandria Pike, Ft. Thomas):
We will cook dinner together at First Christian and then finalize
donations for a local homeless shelter. We are seeking hats,
gloves, socks, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorants, razors, and
feminine hygiene products.
Tuesday, November 13, 5:30 to 7:30pm, St. John UCC Bellevue (520 Fairfield Ave, Bellevue, KY
41073): THIS IS A DATE CHANGE FROM OUR NORMAL TIMELINE. Gray worked with Artworks over
the summer and has a mural up in downtown Cincinnati! We will drop off our supplies at a local shelter
(hours permitting), check out Gray’s mural, and eat dinner at Goodfella’s Pizza. PLEASE RSVP to Melanie
as soon as possible so that we can ensure we have enough adults/drivers for this trip.
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCCFort Thomas, and First Christian Church-Fort Thomas. Middle School and High School Youth (Grades 612) are invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on the first
Wednesday and third Tuesday of each month. Friends are always welcome—we just ask
that everyone sign in for meetings with appropriate emergency contact information.
For more information, please contact the Illumination Coordinator:
Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859)468-8076
Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!
HOLIDAY CHRISTMAS SHOPPE and RUMMAGE SALE
Friday, December 7th, 5:00 – 8:00 p and
Saturday, December 8th, 9:00a – 12:00 noon
Fellowship Hall (Lower Level)
Beginning Sunday, November 18th (AFTER Thanksgiving
Meal) thru Sunday, December 2nd, we will be collecting all
types of Christmas decorations, ornaments, linens, lights,
toys, books, gift ideas, household items and winter clothing
in preparation for our annual holiday sale. For questions about donations and drop off times, call or text
Steve Phillips 859.803.3830 or email stephen.phillips2014@icloud.com.
Help is also needed December 2nd thru 7th organizing, pricing, door greeters, floor staff and customer
assistance, ongoing organizers, and baggers. To volunteer to help or if you have questions about the sale
call or text Dale Clark 513.673.4260 or email dale@dsp.org
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Your Holiday Purchases can support St. John Church!
With the holidays coming up you can purchase gift cards from over 200 retailers at
Kroger and Earn 4% on Every Dollar for St. John Church.
If you are not enrolled in the program, it is easy for you to enroll in Kroger Community
Rewards. Please invite your family and friends to support St. John through this
program. Every time you shop and use your Plus Card St. John will receive 4%.
Go to krogercommunityrewards.com
 Scroll down
- If you have a Kroger.com account sign in
- If you’re new to Kroger.com scroll down and click on Create an Account, then follow
the Instructions.
 Go to Find Your Organization enter XW792 then click 'search'.
 Select Your Organization St. John United Church of Christ, 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY
 Save Changes
If you need help don’t hesitate to contact Debbie Cummings, 859.261.2066 or office@stjonchurch.net.

Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund
-Helping those in need-

October Update
The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock

6 Kroger Cards for food were distributed.
40 Blessing Bags (individual-meals) were distributed.
6 households were served by PDAF.
Your over-and-above gift to the PDAF will go to those in our congregation and
community who need food, housing, utilities and amenities.

St. John Financials & Attendance Information
October 2018

Offering Total: $9,637

Worship Attendance Average: 63

Blessings to those who are celebrating this month!
November Birthdays
1 Jeff Lowe
10 Eileen Thornton
22 Carroll Berringer
24 Gil Fauber
28 Ed Ulsas
30 Jan Smith

November Anniversaries
1 Tom & Marlene Vossmeyer
9 Melissa Stephens & John Wilson
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Around the Table Luncheons
A new ministry to serve community needs through developing spiritual relationships

The Strategic Leadership Council (SLC) has approved the proposal for a new ministry with hopes of
strengthening the Church, building spiritual relationships, and impacting our growth and mission in our
local communities. It’s called Around the Table Luncheons.
This new ministry is based on the premise that when we share relationship with one another in the Church
we are more likely to live out the Church’s mission together. When we know others in the Church by face
or limited acquaintance we are less likely to engage in the Church beyond attending worship services. By
adding a monthly luncheon option, St. John congregants, and everyone we invite, will have the opportunity
to meet new friends, get to know each other, discover common interests, engage in conversations, and
establish relationships.
Sitting around the table is only the beginning. When we eat
together we begin to know each other and make friends. Out
of those friendships come a willingness and motivation to
work together. The opposite is true also. When we invite and
include others from the Church and outside of the Church to
work with us in serving the needs of the communities, we
become connected at a deeper level; having a human impact on the needs in our communities and
meeting the people behind those needs. Around the Table luncheons has the potential of widening our
welcome, expanding our invitation, and acting out our mission while growing the Church.
So, either way, eating together and working together, it’s all about welcoming, inviting, and including
everyone, not only around the table, but around faith, friendship, and care for our neighbors.
Also, Around the Table luncheons are luncheons that impact our communities thru Center Table Catering,
a fully licensed service with the State of Kentucky and the Health Department. Not only does contracting
Center Table Catering allow us to be around the table to enjoy a meal, conversation, and new friends, by
attending a luncheon after worship on Sundays at St. John Church we are supporting recovery efforts and
culinary arts training programs for women with addiction.
Transforming lives right in our own neighborhood. About 43% of the
women in Phase II of Brighton Recovery Center seek employment in
the food service industry. Center Table Catering is here to insure their
careers in the industry are long and successful.
Learn More Here: http://www.centertable.com
Center Table, Catering with a Purpose is a social enterprise catering company that uses fresh, housegrown, seasonal ingredients to create delicious food for all occasions.
Luncheons are scheduled to begin in January 2019. Cherie Draper, and Cathy Howes, Around the Table
Co-directors, are looking for people to help briefly before and after each luncheon with: beverage set up,
ticket taking, food presentation, clearing tables, etc. If you are willing to help contact:
Cheriedraper@rocketmail.com or 425.971.4703.
Watch for more info like: menus, cost, why we contracted a caterer, etc., in future Prevues articles.
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November 2018 Calendar
Thursday, November 1
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
Sunday, November 4
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
9:30a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
10:30a Sunday Worship with Communion & Sign
Interpretation, Sanctuary
Tuesday, November 6
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
Wednesday, November 7
8:00a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries
First Christian, 1031 Alexandria Pk,
Ft. Thomas
Thursday, November 8
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
Saturday, November 10
DEADLINE NOVEMBER PREVUES
Sunday, November 11
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
9:30a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
Tuesday, November 13
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries
St. John UCC, 520 Fairfield Ave.
Bellevue
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
6:45p Cub Scouts, LL100
7:00p Newcomer’s Pastor’s Open House
15 Custis Ave. Ft. Thomas
Wednesday, November 14
8:00a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S

Thursday, November 15
8:30a Staff Meeting, Rm 101
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
4:30p Youth Advisory Board
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
6:00p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102
Saturday, November 17
9:15a Covenant Membership Class, Rm 102
Sunday, November 18
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
11:30a Thanksgiving Pot luck, Fellowship Hall
LL100
Tuesday, November 20
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
Wednesday, November 21
8:00a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
Saturday, November 24
11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100
Sunday, November 25
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
Tuesday, November 27
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Cub Scouts, LL100
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
Wednesday, November 28
8:00a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
Thursday, November 29
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
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St. John
520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net
Facebook.com/StJohnUCC
Church office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8a to 4p

Ministers
The whole congregation

Clergy
Pastor & Teacher……………………………………………………………...The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 202
Always available by appointment
Volunteer Chaplain in Residence………………………………………………….. The Reverend Sue Jelinek
sue.jelinek@cchmc.org

Staff
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor……………………………………………………. Debbie Cummings
Office@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 201
Data Coordinator………………………………………………………………………………….... Linda Schuster
Data@StJohnChurch.net
House Keeper………………………………………………………………………………………. Luis Hernandez
Illumination Youth Ministry Directors…………………………………………………………...Melanie Sorrell
melaniemcb@gmail.com - 859.468.8076
Keyboard Musician and Choir Director .................................................................................. Steve Milloy
smilloy738@aol.com - 513.373.2352

Strategic Leadership Council (SLC)
President………………………………………………… Alan Imberg, alan@alanimberg.com - 859.689.4540
President Elect…………………….………….… Jeff Draper, neworleans2415@yahoo.com - 425.905.0827
Recording Secretary…………………………………… Jan Hoeweler, jhoeweler@fuse.net – 513.314.5736
Treasurer……………………..……………………. David Hiser, treasurer@stjohnchurch.net - 859.486.3308
At-Large………………………………………………….…Carol Griffith, cabbg@hotmail.com – 513.407.0832
At-Large……………………………………. Ginnie Kelley, virginia.m.kelley3546@gmail.com - 859.801.4951
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide
outreach to the following organizations:

Washington
Cincinnati, Ohio

Our Church’s Wider Mission

Durban, South Africa

Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa

Pack 17 – Bellevue, KY
St. John United Church of Christ
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