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2018 Summer Sermon Series 
Nine UCC Congregations, Pulpit Exchange, and 

Potluck-Picnic 
Sundays, July 15, 22, and 29 

 

Nine United Church of Christ (UCC) congregations will come together 
around the theme: “Three Great Loves: Love of Neighbor, Love of 
Children, Love of Creation” for the 2018 Summer Sermon Series.  
The series will include pastors from the Northern Kentucky Greater 
Cincinnati UCC Clergy Group, a group that meets weekly and 

covenants together to provide mutual support by means of professional 
growth and learning. The group’s guiding principles are: commitment, camaraderie, collegiality, 
collaboration, and confidentiality. 
 

The theme for the series comes from the two-year mission campaign for the denomination that was 
introduced at last summer’s General Synod. General Minister and President, John Dorhauer, says, “For the 
next two years, we call the faith communities of the UCC to engage in the Three Great Loves mission 
campaign. In response to our Purpose statement – a call to love our neighbor as ourselves; and to our 
Vision statement – to build a just world for all: we are asking our congregations to seek ways to live out a 
commitment in mission to the love of Neighbor, love of children, and love of creation.” 
 

During the three-week series each participating pastor will share in a pulpit exchange, preaching at a 
congregation other than their own.  This will allow pastors and congregants the opportunity to get to know 
each other and to hear and experience different perspectives.  Each service will be rooted in the Scriptures 
that call us to love of neighbor, love of children, and love of creation, and include liturgy built on the theme. 
 

About the Church Picnic-Potluck on Sunday, July 29th – Gathering at 12:30p and Meal at 12:45p 
Location: Highland Hills Park Shelter #1, 85 Mayfield Ave., Ft. Thomas, KY 
Bring the whole family and a friend.  Bring lawn chairs and games for children.  
What food to Bring: If your phone number ends with: 

0, 1, 2, or 3 bring a main dish; 4 or 5 bring a salad; 6 or 7 bring a side dish; 8 or 9 bring a desert. 
Other Information: The event is completely accessible, shade provided, and music by a Bluegrass 
Band.  The cost of the shelter, paper goods (plates/cups/napkins), utensils, ice, etc. will be covered by 
a free will offering.  See you there!! 
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Sunday Worship in July @ 10:30a 
Pre-service music begins at 10:20a 

 

Reflections and Reading: 
July 1: “Healing Powers” -Mark 5.21-43, guest preacher, Rev. Dean Griffith 

July 8: “Sent with Power” -Mark 6.1-13, Pastor Keith M. Haithcock, preaching 
July 15: "The Three Great Loves: Love of Children", guest preacher, Rev. Mel Humes 

July 22: "The Three Great Loves: Love of Neighbor", guest preacher, Rev. Ken Weidinger 
July 29: "The Three Great Loves: Love of Creation", guest preacher, Rev. Ryan Byers  

 

Prepare for Sunday Worship by: 
Reading the lesson for the day. 

Inviting a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you. 
Praying for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship. 

Enhancing your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you. 
 

 
 

Weekly Bible 
Encounter 

 

For Youth & Adults 
Sundays at 9a - Room 102 

 

The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is 
to encounter the Bible through prayer, reading, 
study, scholarship and inquisitive community. 

 

Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not 
required. Bibles are available. 

Attend when you are able. 
Face it, most of us would not read the Bible at 
all if we didn't have a plan. Here is your plan! 

Invite a friend to come with you! 

Morning Prayer 

Wednesdays at 7:47a 
In the Sanctuary 

Start your day with 35-minutes of prayer 
Scripture 
Silence 

Prayers of Intercession 
Enter the accessible door off the parking lot
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From the Corner 
“For All!” 
 

I can’t believe that July is already here. In America July is a big month. July is National Blueberry Month, 
National Anti-Boredom Month, Unlucky Month for weddings, National Cell Phone Courtesy Month (we 
sure need that), National Picnic month, and, perhaps most importantly, it is National Ice Cream Month. 
 

Here are some of the important daily holidays in July: Build a Scarecrow Day, International Chicken Wing 
Day, I Forgot Day, Eat Beans Day (I tend to stay home then), National Country Music Day (a personal 
favorite), National Bikini Day (I gave up on speedos years ago), National Fried Chicken Day (Yum!), Ugly 
Truck Day (it’s a “guy” thing), and International Day of Friendship (I love that idea).   
 

By now some of you are thinking, he left out the main holiday of the month, Independence Day! 
 

Nope, I’m getting there.  The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a 
federal holiday in the United States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes 
back to the 18th century and the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted 
in favor of independence, and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of 
Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th 
has been celebrated as the birth of American independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, 
parades and concerts to more casual family gatherings and barbecues. 
 

Our independence as a nation is a wonderful gift, however, celebrating independence and freedom with 
no regard to how this impacts all persons in our community is counter to the central message of the Bible. 
Independence separates, but the Bible calls us to unity. When we seek freedom, independence, and 
peace first and foremost for ourselves, we miss the mark. In the Christian tradition there is a Bible verse 
that says, “For Christ is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down 
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us (Ephesians 2.14).”  We are designed to live in community 
and to be interdependent of one another. “Jesus Christ does not build walls, Christians build walls. Faith 
does not build walls, fear builds walls. Love does not build walls, hate builds walls. Understanding does 
not build walls, ignorance builds walls. Need does not build walls, privilege builds walls.”1  St. Paul says, 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3.28).”  And as Tom Trenney puts it, “There is no longer black 
or white, there is no longer gay or straight, there is no longer Republican or Democrat, there is no longer 
American or foreigner, for all of us are one in Christ Jesus.” Independence, freedom, and peace is for all! 

  

  

 
 
Rev. Keith M. Haithcock 
is Pastor & Teacher of  
St. John United Church of Christ – Bellevue, KY 

 

                                                      
1 Tom Trenney, Minister of Music, First Plymouth Congregational Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. Go to: 
http://www.firstplymouth.org/worship/ then scroll down to video. 
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St. John Alternate Office Hours for July 
Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant, will be in the office 8:00a to 4:00p: 
 Tuesday, July 3 and Thursday, July 5 
 Tuesday, July 10 and Wednesday, July 11 
 Tuesday, July 17 and Thursday, July 19 
 Tuesday, July 24 and Wednesday July 25 
 Tuesday, July 31 
 

Recent Memorial Fund Gifts  
In Memory of Carl Ray Ellison from Pat Tanner and Tammy Barnes 
 
 

 

Rummage Sale Leftovers Taken to Matthew 25 Ministries. 
May 14, 2018 
Thank you for supporting the mission of Matthew 25: Ministries by serving 
as a partner in our Donation Bin Program. Through the generosity of 
churches, corporations, and individuals, Matthew 25: Ministries helps 
more than 22 million people in need and ships more than 900 truckloads 
of aid each year. Your partnership is making an enormous impact on the 
poorest of the poor and disaster victims. 
God’s Blessings, 
Rev. Wendell Mettey, Founder & President 
Tim Mettey, CEO 
 
 

Kroger Community Reward Program  
Thank you to everyone who is enrolled in the Kroger Community Reward 
Program.  During the period February 1st thru April 30th you have earned $248.49 
for St. John by shopping at Kroger. 
 

If you have not already enrolled please do.  Every time you shop at Kroger and 
use your Plus Card St. John will receive 4%.  It is easy to enroll in Kroger 
Community Rewards.   Please invite your family and friends to support St. John 
through this program.   
  

Go to krogercommunityrewards.com  
 Scroll down   

- If you have a Kroger.com account sign in  
- If you’re new to Kroger.com scroll down and click on Create an Account, then follow 

the Instructions.     
 Go to Find Your Organization enter 82192 then click 'search'. 
 Select Your Organization St. John United Church of Christ, 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY  
 Save Changes 

 

If you need help don’t hesitate to contact Debbie Cummings 859.261.2066 or office@stjonchurch.net 
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Brighton Center 
May 29, 2018 
Thank you!  Because of your gift of $62.50 individuals 
and families have a place to turn to no matter what life 
brings.  Your support gives others the opportunity to not 
only address an immediate crisis but also to gain the 
long-term assistance they need to achieve self-sufficiency.  
Thank you for your wonderful support! 
 

Tammy Weidinger, President & CEO 
 
 

Washington United Church of Christ 
2950 Sidney Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45225 
Phone (513) 541-7757 Fax (513) 541-7579 

 

June 4, 2018 
 

Thank you for your recent gift of $253.  We need and appreciate your continuing 
support of our outreach ministries. 
 

Summer Youth Program began today! We have enrolled more than 40 children from low-income families.  
They are spending Monday-Thursday in June and July at the church, receiving breakfast and lunch, along 
with Christian education, recreation, reading tutoring and field trips.  We continue to serve lunch on 
weekdays to all who come. Guests range from homeless, who need the food, to the lonely, who need the 
company.  Camp Cupboard and Closet is open 2 days a week, distributing food and donated clothing, 
household item sand furniture – all free!  This could not happen without the financial support from St. John 
and other churches and individuals.  Thank you!  
 

Laurel Humes, Church Council 
 
 

From Global Ministries  
June 7, 2018 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

Global Ministries sincerely thanks you for your gift of $25.00 through 
the Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association of the United 
Church of Christ.  This gift will be used in its entirety for Inanda 
Seminary in South Africa.   
 

You are a helper through your gifts of support. 
 

Sincerely, 
Reverend Jane Sullivan-Davis 
Executive for Resource Development Global Ministries 
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Illumination Youth Ministries Updates 
Thanks to all the adults who joined our youth at St John for treats and conversation. Connections were 
made, and we learned some interesting things about each other.  
 

Beginning July 1st, Nancy Bardgett will be "stepping 
back" as Illumination Co-Coordinator, with Melanie 
Sorrell taking over full responsibility for the youth 
group.  Nancy will still be involved with the group, so 
no need to say goodbye, as she will remain on the 
YAB board, assist Melanie with planning, and help to 
chaperone some of the meetings.  However, Melanie 
will be the Illumination Coordinator and point of contact 
for youth, parents, and churches.  
 

Summer is finally here, and we will be talking about the things that bring us joy, and how those things can 
show us God’s presence.  Our summer scripture will be taken from Psalm 126:2-3— “Then our mouth was 
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy . . . The Lord has done great things for us, and we 
rejoiced.” 
 

July-August meetings will take place, (or meet up) at First Christian Church (1031 Alexandria Pike, 
Fort Thomas).  In the Fall, we will resume our schedule of first Wednesdays at First Christian, and then 
alternating each quarter on the third Tuesday between Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas, and St John 
UCC-Bellevue. Third Tuesdays will be at Christ Church in September-October-November, and at St. John 
in December-January-February. 
 

Wednesday, July 4th-no meeting.  We hope youth will be enjoying time with family and friends. 
 

Third Week in July—We would like to plan a daytime adventure, and have youth join us for a longer 
event.  We are looking at either Tuesday, July 17th or Friday, July 20th to try a zipline/ropes course type of 
activity.  Families are encouraged to contact Melanie Sorrell to let her know which date works better, 
before we finalize our planning.  
 

Wednesday, August 1st—5:30-7:30p at First Christian Church: Welcome Dinner.  This will be annual 
time to re-connect with each other, welcome new members and incoming 6th graders, and share ideas and 
information with parents.  Youth will prepare dinner (with a little help) while parents meet with Melanie to 
hear about plans, and share ideas and concerns.  Then youth, parents, and church leaders will all get to 
know each other better while we share a meal together. 
 

Tuesday, August 21st—5:30-7:30p at First Christian Church:  Summer’s Last Hurrah.  We will have a 
picnic dinner on the church lawn, and play water and outdoor games.  Dinner will be served. 
 

Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCC-
Fort Thomas, and First Christian Church-Fort Thomas. Middle School and High School Youth (Grades 6-
12) are invited and encouraged to attend.  Our regularly scheduled meetings are on the first Wednesday 
and third Tuesday of each month. Friends are always welcome—we just ask that everyone sign in for 
meetings with appropriate emergency contact information. 
 

For more information, please contact the Illumination Coordinator: 
Melanie Sorrell    Call or text: (859)468-8076       Email:  melaniemcb@gmail.com 
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Save the Date! 
Debt Reduction Workshop August 11th and 16th  

SUCCESS STRATEGIES FOR DEBT REDUCTION – a free 1-hour workshop for 
anyone who wants to improve their personal cash flow, reduce debt from their life, 
or mentor someone else about their personal finances. Have you ever felt your 
paycheck was already spent before you got it? Have you found it easier to spend 
money that to save it? Did you ever feel that your expenses increased more than 
your income?  Are you or do you know someone who is a compulsive shopper or 
has other compulsive habits that cost money?   You are not alone and there are 
solutions!  St. John member Dale Clark will facilitate a discussion on strategies 
about money management with an emphasis on eliminating debts from credit 

cards, student loans, medical expenses, and more.  An added focus on how to save more money for an 
emergency fund, a special purchase, or vacation will make this discussion worthwhile for anyone, no 
matter your financial wealth or weakness.  Dale will share his own personal story of successful tips he 
learned and practiced that freed him from the burden of debt and the burden of bad habits.  Don’t miss this 
influential opportunity that could change your habits the very next day.  Plan to bring a relative or friend 
with you to one of two sessions that are offered on Saturday August 11 at 11:00 am or Thursday August 
16 at 7:00 pm both at St. John United Church of Christ.   You will not be sharing any of your confidential 
financial information.  The sessions are free, but you need to register to attend so sufficient materials and 
seating will be available. You may register confidentially directly to Dale at 513.673.4260 or 
portbreak@roadrunner.com or to Pastor Keith Haithcock. 
 
 

St. John Financials & Attendance Information 
 June 2018 Offering Total:  $16,520 Worship Attendance Average: 58 
 
 

Blessings to those who are celebrating this month! 
 

July Birthdays 
1 Cathy Howes 
8 Tyler Poirier 
16 Cherie Draper 
21 Roland Peaslack 

 
22 Linda Nesbitt 
23 Jeff Draper 
27 Jamie Schubert 
31 Debbie Reker 

July Anniversaries 
 7 Dean Clevenger & 
    Freeman Durham 
30 Bill & Sandy Kerlin

  

The Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund 
-Helping those in need- 

June Update 
The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock 

5 Kroger Cards for food were distributed. 
40 Blessing Bags (individual-meals) were distributed.   

                                   5 households were served by PDAF. 
Your over-and-above gift to the PDAF will go to those in our congregation and community who are in need 
of food, housing, utilities and amenities. 



 

8 

July 2018 Calendar
 
Sunday, July 1 

9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary 
 Holy Communion and Sign 

Interpretation  
Sermon text: Mark 5.21-43 

Tuesday, July 3 
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 

Thursday, July 5  
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
6:00p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102 

Friday, July 6  
 3:00p Bellevue Band Boosters Fundraiser, 
  St. John parking lot (ending at 9:00p) 
Sunday, July 8   
 9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 

10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
Sermon text: Mark 6.1-13 

Tuesday, July 10 
   DEADLINE AUGUST PREVUES         

1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
6:30p Cub Scouts, Rm LL100 

Wednesday, July 11 
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S 

Thursday, July 12 
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

Sunday, July 15 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary 
 "The Three Great Loves: Love of 

Children", guest preacher, Rev. Mel 
Humes 

Tuesday, July 17 
 1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 

 
Wednesday, July 18 

7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S 

Thursday, July 19 
8:30a Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
4:30p Youth Advisory Board 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

Sunday, July 22  
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 "The Three Great Loves: Love of 

Neighbor", guest preacher, Rev. Ken 
Weidinger 

Tuesday, July 24 
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
6:30p Cub Scouts, Rm LL100 

Wednesday, July 25 
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S 

Thursday, July 26 
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
6:00p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102 

Saturday, July 28 
11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100 

Sunday, July 29 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 "The Three Great Loves: Love of 

Creation", guest preacher, Rev. Ryan 
Byers 

12:30p Church Picnic-Potluck 
Highland Hills Park Shelter #1 
85 Mayfield Ave., Ft. Thomas, KY 

Tuesday, July 31 
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
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St. John 
 

 
 

520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073 
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net 

Facebook.com/StJohnUCC 
 

Church office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8a to 4p 
 

Ministers 
The whole congregation 

 

Clergy 
 
Pastor & Teacher……………………………………………………………...The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock  
 Pastor@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 202 
 Always available by appointment 
Volunteer Chaplain in Residence………………………………………………….. The Reverend Sue Jelinek 
 sue.jelinek@cchmc.org 

 

Staff 
 

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor……………………………………………………. Debbie Cummings 
 Office@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 201 
Data Coordinator………………………………………………………………………………….... Linda Schuster 
 Data@StJohnChurch.net 
House Keeper………………………………………………………………………………………. Luis Hernandez 
Illumination Youth Ministries Coordinator…...………………………………………………... Melanie Sorrell 
 melaniemcb@gmail.com - 859.468.8076 
Keyboard Musician and Choir Director .................................................................................. Steve Milloy 
 smilloy738@aol.com - 513.373.2352 

 
Strategic Leadership Council (SLC) 

 

President………………………………………………… Alan Imberg, alan@alanimberg.com - 859.689.4540 
President Elect…………………….………….… Jeff Draper, neworleans2415@yahoo.com - 425.905.0827 
Recording Secretary…………………………………… Jan Hoeweler, jhoeweler@fuse.net – 513.314.5736 
Treasurer……………………..……………………. David Hiser, treasurer@stjohnchurch.net - 859.486.3308 
At-Large………………………………………………….…Carol Griffith, cabbg@hotmail.com – 513.407.0832 
At-Large……………………………………. Ginnie Kelley, virginia.m.kelley3546@gmail.com - 859.801.4951 
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide 

outreach to the following organizations: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
             Washington   

 
 

                             Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

 
 
 

              Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                  
                                                    Durban, South Africa 

 
           Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa 
 


