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Celebrate Pride Month
and our Open and Affirming (ONA) Ministry
Pride Interfaith Worship Service, Thursday, June 7th at 7p,
Trinity Episcopal Church 326 Madison Ave., Covington, KY

NORTHERN KENTUCKY Pride Festival (Sunday, June 10 – noon to 8p)
Goebel Park 501 Philadelphia St., Covington, KY

Help extend St. John Church’s extravagant welcome to
everyone by volunteering to work in the festival booth.
Volunteers needed at these times:
• 12a-1p: need 2 volunteers. Setup and host the first hour
• 1-3p: need 2-3 volunteers
• 3-5p: need 2-3 volunteers
• 5-7p: need 2-3 volunteers
• 7-8p: need 2 volunteers. Pack up and close the booth
To volunteer contact Pastor Keith: 859.261.2066 ext. 202 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.

CINCINNATI Pride Festival (Saturday, June 23 – noon to 9p, Sawyer Point)
Help extend St. John Church’s extravagant welcome to
everyone by volunteering to work in the festival booth.
Volunteers needed at these times:
• 11a-1p: need 2 volunteers. Setup (11-12) and host first hour
• 1-3p: need 2-3 volunteers
• 3-5p: need 2-3 volunteers
• 5-7p: need 2-3 volunteers
• 7p-close: need 2 volunteers. Pack up and close the booth
To volunteer contact Theo Baldwin: 859-445-3094 or TheoBaldwin@aol.com or sign-up at the Welcome Table.

From the Corner
Pride in the Company of Jesus
by Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net

June is Gay Pride month. On June 28, 1969 at the Stonewall Inn in New York City,
police yet again made a raid. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer
(LGBTQ) people had tolerated the abuse from police long enough. So, when push
came to shove during biased and unreasonable raids and arrests, it was the drag queens who protested,
and the modern Gay Rights movement began.
Such treatment was common fifty years ago, and we are still raising the banner of Gay rights today.
As a Christian man, who happens to be Gay, I find myself in a peculiar position. On the one hand I am
homosexual, not by choice but by God’s design, and I have a place in the LGBTQ communities. On the
other hand, I am Christian, by choice and devoted to Jesus the Christ, who saves from danger and brings
salvation. As the pastor of a small (but faithful) Christian congregation in a conservative environment, I
have had many people say to me, “You have a wonderful congregation, I’m surprised your Church is not
bursting at the seams with Gay people due to the extravagant welcome you offer to everyone.” I remind
them that God’s LGBTQ children have been beaten and battered, hated and excommunicated, preached
out (if you will) and barred, not only by their families, but by their Church.
As a Christian, I do not belong to the world, I belong to God. But, I do live in this world. As one who is
both Christian and Gay my experience has been that except for a few Christian groups (more now than
ever), Christians have been less than hospitable. Often it has felt that God’s church hated me, even
though I am their brother. How can those who follow the One who is love be so unloving?
Jesus says, “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you belong to the
world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world – therefore the world hates you.” (John 12.18-19)
Although this verse seems to be saying that the world will hate me because as a follower of Christ I have
been chosen out of the world, truth be told, the hate expressed by Christians has done a number on God’s
LGBTQ children and in many cases given us few choices except to curse and denounce not only the
church but God. So where then does one go for spiritual community? Who will nurture LGBTQ people
and love them as God loves, if not Christians?
Throughout the modern Gay rights movement LGBTQ people have had to stand firm and be diligent to
fight for the same rights as others. This struggle has touched every element of our lives, including our
spiritual lives – yes Gay people have spiritual lives. So, as we celebrate Gay Pride in June, I say, “March
on LGBTQ children of God, march for love and hope and a just world for all!” Peace be with you!

You may also find Keith’s writings in www.BellevueCommunityNews.com
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Sunday Worship in June @ 10:30a
Pre-service music begins at 10:20a

Reflections and Reading:

June 3: Second Sunday after Pentecost “Stretch Out Your Hand” -Mark 2.23-3.6
June 10: Third Sunday after Pentecost “The Will of God” -Mark 3.20-35
June 17: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost "Flourishing" -Mark 4.26-34
June 24: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost "In the Boat Together" -Mark 4.35-41
Prepare for Sunday Worship by:
Reading the lesson for the day.
Inviting a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you.
Praying for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship.
Enhancing your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you.

YOU ARE INVITED TO

Kids Connection
Kids Connection is an interactive class
for ages 4 thru 11. Classes help
children learn about God's love and the
Bible lessons about Jesus.

Sundays at 10:30a on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of each month.
Neighbors, Members, Regular Attendees, Friends, and All
Register your child to attend Kids Connection TODAY!
For registration and other information contact Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or call 859.261.2066, ext. 202.
St. John United Church of Christ 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY StJohnChurch.net
A criminal background check for leaders is required and two adults are always present in the class room.
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April 24, 2018

Thank you for the gift of $62.50. From infants to older
adults, we impacted the lives of 44,049 during our last
fiscal year. It is only because of the generosity of donors
like you that we are able to provide 39 programs and
services individually bundled together to meet the unique
needs of those we serve. Thank you for your
commitment to community!

Tammy Weidinger, President & CEO

Thanks from Dale Clark!
Everyone’s efforts for the annual rummage sale May 12th are much appreciated! From the donated goods
to the church members and friends who worked numerous hours on sorting, pricing, selling, and cleaning
up, we had the largest group of volunteers this year than we’ve ever had. $1,779.00 in cash was raised
for St. John. Unsold clothing and kitchen items were donated to Matthew 25 Ministries, books to our Little
Library, and other general items to Bellevue Goodwill. Many compliments, good wishes, and gratitude
were received from the community for having this sale. We estimate more than 250 people were in
attendance. Our next sale will be our holiday sometime in December. Stay tuned.

Thanks from Jim and Susan Colding

We thank all who expressed prayers and support during our respective illnesses. Jim has recovered from
his cataract procedures and Susan continues to make progress in recovering from breakages suffered in
her fall.
We also appreciate continued prayers and support in the death of Jim’s nephew Steven. We will gather in
Florida for a memorial service at the end of June.
Your thoughtfulness and support are greatly appreciated.

Strengthen the Church Offering

Strengthen the Church offering will be received Sunday, June 24 to support the expansion
of ministry and growth of UCC congregations. Your gifts will help the UCC fulfill its
commitment to create a just world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that
meet the emerging needs of local communities.
Your generous offering in 2017 made possible the following:
• 12 awards totaling $350,000 through the New and Renewing Spiritual Communities grant program!
• The Adese Fellowship program launched its first class of 14 future church leaders!
• The addition of 24 new congregations in the UCC!
These are in addition to the ministry happening in our Association and Conference! The 2018 goal for St.
John is $600.00. If we each give $10 or more we can meet this goal.
Melissa Artopoeus and Keith M. Haithcock,
Mission Coordinators
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2018 Summer Sermon Series

Nine UCC Congregations, Pulpit Exchange, and Potluck-Picnic
Sundays, July 15, 22, and 29
Nine United Church of Christ (UCC) congregations from the area will come together around the theme:
“Three Great Loves: Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, Love of Creation” for the 2018 Summer Sermon
Series, July 15, 22 and 29. The series will include pastors from the Northern Kentucky Greater Cincinnati
UCC Clergy Group, a group that meets weekly and covenants together to provide mutual support by means
of professional growth and learning. The guiding principles of the group are: commitment, camaraderie,
collegiality, collaboration, and confidentiality.
The theme for the series comes from the two-year mission campaign for the denomination that was
introduced at last summer’s 31st General Synod. General Minister and President, John Dorhauer, says,
“For the next two years until General Synod 2019, we call the faith communities of the United Church of
Christ to engage in the Three Great Loves mission campaign. In response to our Purpose statement – a
call to love our neighbor as ourselves; and to our Vision statement – to build a just world for all: we are
asking our congregations to seek ways to live out a commitment in mission to the love of children, the love
of neighbor, and the love of creation.”
During the three-week series each participating pastor will share in a pulpit exchange and preach at a
congregation other than their own. This will allow pastors and congregants the opportunity to get to know
each other and to hear and experience different perspectives. Each service will be rooted in the Scriptures
that call us to love our neighbor, love children, and love creation, and include liturgy built on the theme.
On Sunday, July 29th all nine congregations will come together for a Church Picnic at Highland Hills Park
shelter #1, located at the end of Mayfield Avenue off Highland Avenue in Ft. Thomas, KY. This is a fully
accessible facility with restrooms. A pot-luck picnic, Bluegrass Band, dancing, and fun for children, youth
and adults of all ages will fill the afternoon. Invite your friends and plan to attend the whole series and picnic.
More details about the pot-luck picnic will follow in the July Prevues.
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Pastor on Vacation

Pastor Keith will be away on vacation from Tuesday, June 19 thru and including Monday, July 2. If there
is a pastoral need, hospitalization, or death, please leave a voice mail at 859.261.2066 extension 202 with
full details, including phone numbers. Voice mail will be checked several times a day. A member of the
Congregational Care Team and/or the Pastor-On-Call will be contacted as needed. If there is a critical
emergency or death, Pastor Keith will be contacted.

St. John Alternate Office Hours for June

Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant, will be in the office 8:00a to 4:00p:
Monday, June 4 and Friday, June 8
Tuesday, June 12 and Wednesday, June 13
Monday, June 18 and Tuesday, June 19
Tuesday, June 26 and Wednesday June 27

Weekly Bible
Encounter
For Youth & Adults
Sundays at 9a - Room 102
The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is
to encounter the Bible through prayer, reading,
study, scholarship and inquisitive community.
Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not
required. Bibles are available.
Attend when you are able.
Face it, most of us would not read the Bible at
all if we didn't have a plan. Here is your plan!
Invite a friend to come with you!

Morning Prayer
Wednesdays at 7:47a
In the Sanctuary

Start your day with 35-minutes of prayer
Scripture
Silence
Prayers of Intercession
Enter the accessible door off the parking lot

Prevues is published monthly. Submissions due on the 10th of the prior month. (July items due June 10th)
All repeat submissions should be revised each month.
Please email your submissions to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net.
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays. Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings
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Accessible and
Welcoming for All
By Sandy Kerlin

Our church has come a long way on its journey to be a congregation and church building that welcomes
all. Some accomplishments to insure physical accessibility to our church include a ramp, elevator and
accessible restroom. We provide accommodations for wheelchairs in the sanctuary and designated
parking. We provide assistive listening devices, sign language interpretation (one time a month and
special days and occasions), large print programs, recorded sermons accessible on the web. We also
provide gluten free bread and juice rather than wine for communion for those who need or desire those
options. In addition, those who prepare food for fellowship are mindful of dietary options. When we say,
“We welcome all”—we mean it! There are still many issues to address but we have made a good
beginning.
Accessibility is about all of us. As we age, are injured, have surgery—young and old and all in between
benefit from considering needs of all people by providing opportunities to participate. There are many
issues that keep the vast majority of people with disabilities from participating in faith communities. Lack of
inclusion of people with mental health issues, children with developmental disabilities and behavioral
issues have discouraged many. Also, there are many who have felt unwelcome because of practices that
exclude them.
Today I bring to you attention to a new revised 31-page publication, "Becoming Accessible to All"
available on the UCC Disabilities Ministries website http://uccdm.org/. I encourage you to read it.
One section of the new guide focuses on types of disability, another part is about physical barriers faced
by churches; a third section discusses social barriers to disability. There is also a section on
communication and how to make it more accessible in different church settings. Also included are General
Synod resolutions that have passed on welcoming people with disabilities.
The wider church was invited at the 25th General Synod in 2005 to become accessible in all aspects of
church life, worship, fellowship, and leadership with the adoption of a resolution, "Called to Wholeness in
Christ: Becoming a Church Accessible to All." The resolution, in part, called on congregations,
associations, conferences and all other organizations that make up the UCC to develop both short-term
and long-term accessibility inclusion plans, and the Disabilities Ministries board issued an invitation to the
wider church to become Accessible to All. Currently the UCC Disabilities Ministries board is looking to
renew an interest within the church to recognize accessibility as a disability justice issue.
Please look at the guide and consider how St. John UCC can continue to grow in understanding and
action on this important issue.
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Thank you from Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor!

A special thank you to those who donated reams of paper for the office. Every bit will help to stay within
the office supply budget until July 1st.

Sign up to Support St. John Church - Kroger Community Reward Program
Every time you shop at Kroger and use your Plus Card St. John will receive 4%. If you
are not enrolled in the program, it is easy for you to enroll in Kroger Community
Rewards. Please invite your family and friends to support St. John through this program.
Go to krogercommunityrewards.com
• Scroll down
- If you have a Kroger.com account sign in
- If you’re new to Kroger.com scroll down and click on Create an Account, then follow
the Instructions.
• Go to Find Your Organization enter 82192 then click 'search'.
• Select Your Organization St. John United Church of Christ, 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY
• Save Changes
If you need help don’t hesitate to contact Debbie Cummings 859.261.2066 or office@stjonchurch.net
If you have enrolled, you no longer need re-enroll your Kroger Plus Card annually.

St. John Financials & Attendance Information
May 2018

Offering Total: $11,420

Worship Attendance Average: 65

Blessings to those who are celebrating this month!
June Birthdays
3 Diane Cottingham
5 Scott LeCates
6 Dale Sexton
18 Louise Hall

19
23
27
29

Brenda Fauber
Sue Jelinek
Theo Baldwin
Jessica Imberg

June Anniversaries
1 Gil & Brenda Fauber
14 Tim Dutey &
Michael Anderson
18 Ed & Carol Stitt
27 Steve & Cathy Howes

The Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund
-Helping those in need-

May Update
The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock

9 Kroger Cards for food were distributed.
40 Blessing Bags (individual-meals) were distributed.
6 households were served by PDAF.
Your over-and-above gift to the PDAF will go to those in our congregation and community who are in need
of food, housing, utilities and amenities.
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Illumination Youth Ministries Updates
We have been using I Timothy 4:12 as our scripture focus for the second quarter of the year - “Don’t let
anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life,
in love, in faith, and in purity.” We have been talking about the impact that youth can have both in their
church and in the world. Check out the copy of our photo collage that is hanging in each Illumination
partner church—you will see who we are, and some of the things that we’ve done this year so far. This
past month we also did some cooking (spaghetti and meatballs!) and baking (muffins for our youth-adult
get-together at St John UCC).

During the second quarter of 2018, our first Wednesday meeting will continue to be held at First
Christian (1031 Alexandria Pike, Ft Thomas), and our third Tuesday meeting will be held (or start at) St.
John UCC (520 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue).
Wednesday, June 6th: Back by popular demand, we will have another evening of bowling and pizza. We
will meet at First Christian Church-Fort Thomas at 5:30p, and will carpool to the bowling alley.
Tuesday, June 19th, we will meet at St John-Bellevue at 5:30p, go out into the surrounding
neighborhood for an “Acts of Kindness Scavenger Hunt”, and end up at Schneider’s for ice cream.
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCCFort Thomas, and First Christian Church-Fort Thomas. Middle School and High School Youth (Grades 612) are invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on the first Wednesday
and third Tuesday of each month. Friends are always welcome—we just ask that everyone sign in for
meetings with appropriate emergency contact information.
For more information, please contact the Illumination Coordinators:
Nancy Bardgett Call or text: (859)466-6946 Email: Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com
Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859)468-8076 Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com
Illumination Youth Ministries Staff Update: Nancy Bardgett will be stepping
down as co-coordinator of the Youth Ministries and Melanie Sorrell will continue to
serve as the Coordinator. This will be effective July 1st.
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June 2018 Calendar
Friday, June 1
3:00p Bellevue Band Boosters Fundraiser,
St. John parking lot (ending at 9:00p)
Sunday, June 3
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
Holy Communion and Sign
Interpretation
Sermon text: Mark 2.23-3.6
1:45p Mannerchor rehearsal Rm 203
Wednesday, June 6
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries
First Christian Church, Ft. Thomas
Thursday, June 7
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
3:00p Outreach Missions Group, Rm 102
7:00p Pride Interfaith Worship Service
Trinity Episcopal Church
326 Madison Ave., Covington
Sunday, June 10
DEADLINE JULY PREVUES
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon text: Mark 3.20-35
1:00p Northern Kentucky Pride Festival
Goebel Park 501 Philadelphia St.
Covington (1:00 to 8:00p)
1:45p Mannerchor rehearsal, Rm 203
Tuesday, June 12
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Cub Scouts, Rm LL100
(NOTE: day change)
Wednesday, June 13
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
Thursday, June 14
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas

Sunday, June 17 – Happy Father’s Day
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon text: Mark 4.26-34
1:45p Mannerchor rehearsal, Rm 203
Tuesday, June 19
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries
St. John 520 Fairfield Ave Bellevue
Wednesday, June 20
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
Thursday, June 21
8:30a Staff Meeting, Rm 101
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
4:30p Youth Advisory Board
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
Sunday, June 24
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon text: Mark 4.35-41
12:00p Cincinnati Pride Festival, Sawyer Point
(12:00 to 9:00p)
1:45p Mannerchor rehearsal, Rm 203
Tuesday, June 26
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Cub Scouts, Rm LL100
Wednesday, June 27
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, Rm LL100S
Thursday, June 28
10:00a UCC Clergy Group
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
6:00p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102
Saturday, June 30
11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100
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St. John
520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net
Facebook.com/StJohnUCC
Church office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8a to 4p

Ministers

The whole congregation

Clergy
Pastor & Teacher……………………………………………………………...The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 202
Always available by appointment
Volunteer Chaplain in Residence………………………………………………….. The Reverend Sue Jelinek
sue.jelinek@cchmc.org

Staff
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor……………………………………………………. Debbie Cummings
Office@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 201
Data Coordinator………………………………………………………………………………….... Linda Schuster
Data@StJohnChurch.net
House Keeper……………………………………………………………………………………….Luis Hernandez
Illumination Youth Ministry Directors……………………………………… Nancy Bardgett | Melanie Sorrell
Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com - 859.466.6946
melaniemcb@gmail.com - 859.468.8076
Keyboard Musician and Choir Director .................................................................................. Steve Milloy
smilloy738@aol.com - 513.373.2352

Strategic Leadership Council (SLC)
President…………………………………………………. Steve Howes, howesfam5@aol.com - 513.460.6774
President Elect………………………………………..… Alan Imberg, alan@alanimberg.com - 859.689.4540
Recording Secretary…………………………………. Theo Baldwin, TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493
Treasurer……………………………………………..Dave Hiser, treasurer@stjohnchurch.net - 859.486.3308
Member-at-Large…………………………………………….. Lonnie Fields, FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303
Member-at-Large…………………………..Ginnie Kelley, virginia.m.kelley3546@gmail.com - 859.801.4951
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide
outreach to the following organizations:

Washington
Cincinnati, Ohio

Our Church’s Wider Mission

Durban, South Africa

Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa
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