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     S t .  J o h n  

 
                                                                               

   Bellevue, Kentucky 
 

         Never place a period where God had placed a comma – God is Still Speaking 
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From the Corner – Reformation: Practice Invitation! 
 

Do you know what happened 500 years ago in October?  Martin Luther (not Martin Luther King, Jr.), a 
Roman Catholic friar, priest, theologian, and professor, started the Protestant Reformation when he 
posted his Ninety-five Theses in Wittenberg, Germany, criticizing and protesting the sale of indulgences 
as well other practices of his church.  From this Reformation have come not only what we call Protestant 
churches, but also reform in many ways in the 
Roman Church.  Lutheran churches obviously 
recognize Martin Luther as a prominent leader 
and reformer as do most all Protestant 
denominations around the globe.  It is from this 
Reformation that many denominations came 
into being, each bringing their distinctions. 
 

As we commemorate 500 years of the Protestant Reformation it is good to remember our history, the good 
that has come from the effort to reform the church, as well as recognizing the sting of divisions within the 
Body of Christ.  Ecumenism is an effort to bring us together not so much as one organizational structure, 
but as Christians, members of the same body - the Church. 
 

One thing that all denominations and expressions of Christianity seem to have in common these days is 
struggling with sustainability, growing the church, and spreading the message of Jesus in relevant ways 
that reach people where they are.  Put more directly, inviting and welcoming people to our Churches. 
 

Recently, someone said to me, the church needs to promote itself more, but we don’t have the money for 
that kind of marketing.  We may not have a marketing budget, but it has been proven over and over that 
the best marketing for any organization is word of mouth.  I will go to a restaurant on the invitation or 
recommendation of a friend quicker than any ad I read in the newspaper.  I will go see a movie because a 
friend told me about it, not because I saw the Trailer.  I’ll buy a ticket for a stage production because 
someone invited me to go with them, not because I saw a billboard.  I’m not a big sports guy, but I’d even 
go to a Cincinnati Reds game if someone invited me.  One thing that all Christians can do together is 
extend a simple invitation to someone to go to Church with them. 
 

A Billboard ad, $5,000.  A Newspaper ad, $351. A personal invitation, PRICELESS! 
 

Reform the Church together – practice welcome with an invitation! 
 

From the Corner 

is written by the 
Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, 
Pastor & Teacher of 
St. John 
United Church 
of Christ 
on the corner of 
Fairfield and Ward Avenues., 
Bellevue, KY 

Martin Luther 1483 - 1586 
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Sunday Worship in October @ 10:30 a.m. 
Pre-service Preparation Music begins at 10:20 a.m. 

 

Reflections and Reading: 
October 1st “God’s Sustaining Presence” –Exodus 17.1-7 

October 8th “Wisdom for the Way” –Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
October 15th “Praiseworthy Living” –Philippians 4.1-9 

October 22nd “Living Messages” –1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 
October 29th “The Compassionate Life” –Matthew 22.34-46 

(Commemoration of 500 years of the Protestant Reformation) 
 

Prepare for Sunday Worship by: 
Reading the lesson for the day. 

Inviting a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you. 
Praying for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship. 

Enhancing your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you. 
 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE 
ENCOUNTER 

 

For Youth & Adults 
 

Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. Room 102 
 

 

The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is 
to encounter the Bible through prayer, reading, study, scholarship and inquisitive community. 

 

Led by a team of clergy on a rotating schedule. 
Invite a friend to come with you!  

Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not required. 

Prevues is published monthly. Submissions are due on the 10th of the prior month. (Nov. items due Oct. 10th) 
All repeat submissions should be revised each month. 
Please email your submissions to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net. 
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays.  Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 

Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO 

KKKKiiiiddddssss    CCCCoooonnnnnnnneeeeccccttttiiiioooonnnn    
Kids Connection is an interactive 
class for grades 1st thru 5th.  Classes 
help children learn about God's love 
and the Bible lessons about Jesus. 
 

Sundays at 10:30a on the 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of each 
month. 
 

 

N e i g h b o r s ,  M e m b e r s ,  R e g u l a r  A t t e n d e e s ,  F r i e n d s ,  a n d  A l l  
 

Register your child to attend Kids Connection TODAY! 
For registration and other information contact Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or call 859.261.2066, ext. 202. 

 

St. John United Church of Christ 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY StJohnChurch.net  
A criminal background check for leaders is required and two adults are always present in the class room. 

 

 

You’re invited to walk with other United Church 
of Christ (UCC) people to raise resources for 
those who are hungry right here at home and 
abroad.  Money raised will enable Church World 
Service to provide help after natural disasters, 
work in the areas of refugee resettlement and 

improving water, food, and medical resources in the developing world.  75% of the money raised goes to 
Church World Service for global hunger needs, and 25% goes to local food organizations: St. George 
Food Pantry in Cincinnati, ECHO Soup Kitchen in Newport, KY, and Family Promise - a housing program 
for families in northern Kentucky.  Joining with Illumination Youth Ministries, families, children and adults 
will participate together in this two-mile walk.  It’s a fun event for everyone for an important effort to help 
those who are hungry. 
 

Click here to join the Illumination Youth Team: www.crophungerwalk.org/cincinnatioh/illumination.  Click 
on “Register”.  When asked what team you wish to be on, type in “Illumination Youth Ministries”.   
For more information contact: Nancy at Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com or 859.466.6946; or Melanie at 
melaniemcb@gmail.com or 859.468.8076.  Or go to https://www.crophungerwalk.org/cincinnatioh/. 
  

Meet at 1:30p at St. John’s United Church of Christ, 415 Park Ave. Newport, KY on Sunday, October 1, 
2017. The walk will step off at 2:00p.  
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Trick or Treat @ St. John 
Come join your St. John family to pass out candy for 
the kiddies at the front steps at the church, Tuesday, 
October 31st between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  We are 
in need of candy donations for that spooky time of 
year, yes Halloween.  You can donate your time also.  
Come either in a costume or not, your choice.  If you 
can donate a bag of individually-wrapped candy that 
would be very helpful.  You can drop donations in the 

box marked “Halloween” in the accessible entrance.  Please submit cash or check donations (clearly 
marked) no later than Sunday, October 22nd so candy may be purchased.  Make checks payable to St. 

John UCC, and mark memo: “Halloween candy”.  If you have questions please contact Jimmy Smith 
jtalk32@yahoo.com phone 859.468.2588 or Mitch Leigh mbleigh@hotmail.com phone 513.884.3195.  
 

 

The Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund 
-Helping those in need- 

 

Your over-and-above gift to the PDAF will go to those in our congregation 
and community who are in need of food, housing, utilities and amenities. 

 

SEPTEMBER UPDATE 
The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, M.Div. 

 

Four Kroger Cards for food and one Kroger Card for gas were distributed.  Four individual-meal bags were 
distributed.  Seven people were served through the PDAF.  A total of $50. 
 

 

Bellevue Nativity Update from SLC 
In their September meeting the Strategic Leadership Council (SLC) 
discussed the future options for the Bellevue Nativity display that the 
Church now oversees.  Last year Tim Smith compiled a manual for future 
leaders of the Nativity ministry and program.  Pastor Keith reviewed with 
the SLC some of the history of the Nativity display and program, including the City of Bellevue’s 
willingness to be responsible for storing the stable and nativity characters.  The SLC decided that for this 
and future years, we focus on coordinating assembly and staging of the Nativity (contingent on the city’s 
shared commitment to its storage and delivery), and that we only hold a Nativity program if we can identify 
suitable volunteers.  Steve Howes stepped forward to find the needed people to setup and take-down the 
2017 Nativity.  Please contact Steve Howes directly by email: howesfam5@aol.com, or phone/text: 
513.460.6774, to help with set-up, staging, and/or take-down efforts for the stable and Nativity display.  If 
you have any questions feel free to contact an SLC member (refer to page 12 for contact information). 
 

 

Recent Memorial Fund Gift  
In Memory of Brady Scanlon from Four Leaf Family Foundation 
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Look for the New 2017-18 Spiritual Growth Series Booklet  
at the Welcome Table and on the website: www.StJohnChurch.net.   
Engage in the opportunities for spiritual growth at St. John Church.  If you have 
questions contact Pastor Keith M. Haithcock at 859.261.2066, ext. 202 or 
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net. 

 

Remember the Victims of  
hurricanes, storms and earthquake  
in the USA and Mexico 
Give relief donations through the  
UCC Disaster Ministries 

 

Online: http://www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_2017_relief  
By US mail: Make checks payable to United Church of Christ with “Disaster Ministries” in the memo. 
United Church of Christ 
c/o Financial Services office 
700 Prospect Ave. 
Cleveland OH 44115 
 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Saturday October 28th | 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. | First Presbyterian Church 
8th & Ervin Terrace Dayton, KY. (1 block south from Route 8) 
 

Spaghetti & meatballs, bread, salad, dessert, drink.  Adults:  $7.00  
Children under 12:  $3.00, carryout available.  Bake Sale and Raffle 
 

 

Everyone Needs a Community 
From Pastor Keith M. Haithcock 
 

In a congregation where I served as Associate Pastor I asked one of our regular attendees who came to 
Church with his wife, why he came to church since he was not a Christian.  His answer was, “Keith,  
everyone needs a community.”  There are over 320 million people in the U.S.  Fewer than 20% attend 
Church services regularly.  The number 1 reason they don’t attend?  They’re too busy.  The truth is 
150,000 people walk away from the church every week.  One thing can change this.  One action can 
inspire someone to return. One simple gesture could lead them back home.  One question could change 
everything.  “Would you like to come to Church with me?”  82% of the unchurched are likely to attend 
Church.  If invited.  Only 2% of Church members invite an unchurched person to Church each year.  Every 
invitation counts. 
 

Back to Church Sunday - December 3, 2017 - Be one of the 2 %, INVITE SOMEONE!!! 
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St. John Church Outreach Missions Group (OMG) 

Our mission statement says, “Our caring congregation feeds the spiritual and physical needs of the 
community.”  In an effort to physically feed our community and beyond the OMG has organized the 
following monthly collections.  Different charities have been selected to serve diverse needs.  We hope 
that we have incorporated charities that each of us will find to be important.   
 

2017-2018 Collections  
October: Coats / Sweaters - St. Vincent de Paul Coat Drive 
November: Shoes for the Emergency Shelter of Northern KY 
December: Gifts to the Manger - Washington UCC 
January: Soup - “Souper” Bowl Sunday - Hosea House 
February: Baby Supplies - Scholar House 
March: Open for ideas 
April: Open for ideas 
May: Rummage Sale Items for St. John Church 
June: House Fans for Brighton Center distribution 
July: Open for ideas 

 

Donations are voluntary as you are able.  If you have a charity you’d like to suggest please inform an 
OMG member and we’ll consider it for an open month or next year.  OMG members are: Bruce Horn, 
Eileen Thornton, Steve Phillips, Carol Griffin, Willie Tackett, Bob Epton.  You may email us at 
OMG@StJohnChurch.net.  
 

 

THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank you for the recent $159 donation to the Henry Hosea 
House as part of your Outreach Mission Group “Souper Bowl” Sunday collection.  
We can continue to provide hot, nutritious meals to the needy, elderly, families with 
children and homeless in our area.  So far, in 2017 we have served 35,537 meals.  
 

Patty Steinman; Secretary, Board of Directors 
 

 

Pastor on Vacation 
Pastor Keith will be on vacation from October 10th thru October 17th.  If there is a pastoral need, 
hospitalization, or death, please leave a voice mail at 859.261.2066 extension 202 with full details, 

including phone numbers.  Voice mail will be checked several times daily.  A member of the 
Congregational Care Team and/or the Pastor-On-Call will be contacted as needed.  If there is a critical 
emergency or death, Pastor Keith will be contacted. 
 

 

St. John Financial & Attendance for September    
 Offering Total:  $11,045 Worship Attendance Average: 58  
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CELEBRATING 

130  YEARS 
 

St. John 
 

 

 
 
 

Welcoming strangers, aliens, refugees, 
immigrants and everyone since 1887 

 

 

Blessings to Those who Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries this month! 
 

October Birthdays 
5 Stan Bowling 

Mitch Leigh 
9 Donna Hoffman 
18 Mike Delaney 
20 Audrey DuPuy 
24 Glenn Anderson 
25 Tim Dutey 

26 Sally Sipperley 
 Troy Layton 
29 Steve Howes 
 

October Anniversaries 
1 Troy Layton & Robert Portlock 
3 Jackie Conley & Anne Marie Jansen 
4 Dean & Carol Griffith 
6 Mark Benhken & Marc Bruin

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Christmas Shoppe – holiday rummage sale 
Friday December 1st, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. and 
Saturday December 2nd, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

We will be collecting Christmas decorations and Christmas 
themed household goods in late November.   Please 
consider sorting and saving Christmas items you can donate 
to the church for this sale.  
 

Watch for more details concerning donation collection.  Help with the sale will also be needed, so mark 
your calendar for these sale dates and times. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Covenant Membership Class 
 

(If this date does not work for you contact the Pastor about an alternative date.) 
 

Saturday, November 18, 2017   
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Room 102 (Lounge) enter using the accessible door off the parking lot. 
Lunch ordered in from a local restaurant.  
Teacher: Pastor Keith Haithcock and others 
 

Topics include: 
Introduction to St. John United Church of Christ, Statement of Faith, Spirituality, Baptism, Holy 
Communion, the Bible, What we believe, What does it mean to be a disciple, the six marks of discipleship, 
and more. 
 

Becoming a member of the Church is more than adding your name to a list.  It is a 
matter of faith and promise (covenant) with a local faith community and the universal 
church.  Attending class does not mean you must join. The class may help you see if 
you are ready for this step in your faith journey.  
 

Registration deadline: Sunday, November 12 
Register by using your Sunday Information Card, calling 859.261.2066 ext. 202, 
emailing: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net, or at the Welcome Table. 

 

Part of the 2017/18 Spiritual Growth Series at St. John Church 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Pastor’s Newcomers’ Open House 
Tuesday November 14th | 7:00 p.m. | Pastor Keith’s home, 15 Custis Ave, Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 
Pastor Keith would like to invite everyone who is a newcomer at St. John within the past year to an Open 
House at his home.   Please indicate your interest on your Information Card or contact Pastor Keith at 
859.261.2066, ext. 202 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net by Sunday, November 12th. 
 

If you were new to St. John Church last year and were unable to attend the Pastor’s Newcomers’ Open 
House you are invited to attend this year.  But please let Pastor Keith know by Sunday, November 12th  
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Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

The United Church of Christ is blessed with amazing colleges and seminaries, from the oldest schools, 
Harvard and Yale, through the American Missionary Association schools, including Howard, Fisk and 
Dillard, to the newest school United Theological Seminary, the denomination, has honored a long and 
strong commitment to education.  That commitment continues. 
 

Nowhere is the commitment to education in and for the United Church of Christ stronger than in the three 
seminaries that comprise CUE Seminaries of Mid-America.  These schools, Chicago Theological 
Seminary, United Theological Seminary and Eden Theological Seminary, are a vital ministry of the United 
Church of Christ.  Our graduates serve congregations, mission fields, denominational leadership posts 
and institutions of healing and public service.  Our teachers spend countless hours bringing the latest 
scholarship into adult education classrooms or pulpits.  Our campuses serve as gathering places for the 
church and interfaith communities. 
 

Your congregation helps support the work of these three schools by your regular support of CUE.  Your 
gift to CUE is shared between the three schools and helps continue the strong commitment to education 
of the United Church of Christ.  Thank you for your partnership with us in the United Church of Christ. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Don Clark, President 
Chicago Theological Seminary 

David Greenhaw, President 
Eden Theological Seminary 

Lewis Zeidner, President 
United Theological Seminary 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
Global Ministries sincerely thanks you for your gift of $31.25.  As you have 
indicated, this gift will be used in its entirety to support Inanda Seminary in South 
Africa.  Your gift makes a difference in the work of Global Ministries. 
 

Global partners are often finding new and innovative ways to serve in impactful 
ways.  A recent example is the new beekeeping initiative in the Congo.  This new 
effort is in rural communities with limited income streams.  Mission co-worker, 
Paul Turner, shares, “The beekeeping training empowers community residents to organize and lead an 
effort to diversify income streams, while also serving as a model for future food processing projects that 
can improve nutrition and food security.  “This new opportunity brings hope to rural Congo.”   
 

We are constantly inspired by the work of international partners and are deeply appreciative of your role in 
enabling our shared work together.  Thank you for walking in hope alongside Global Ministries. 
 

Jane Sullivan-Davis, CFRE 
Executive for Resource Development 
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October Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 1st           
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship with Communion & 

sign interpretation, Sanctuary  
 “God’s Sustaining Presence” Exodus 17.1-7 

Tuesday, October 3rd   
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202 

Wednesday, October 4th           
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries, 

First Christian Church 
1031 Alexandria Pike Ft. Thomas 

Thursday, October 5th            
 10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 

 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

2:00p  Outreach Missions Group, Rm 102 
Saturday, October 7th 
 4:30p Variety Show, LL100 
Sunday, October 8th         

8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 “Wisdom for the Way”  

Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 Kids Connection, Rm 202 
Tuesday, October 10th  
����DEADLINE for October Prevues     
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202  

Wednesday, October 11th        
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, October 12th          
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

3:00p Riverside Prayer Group, Rm 102 
Sunday, October 15th             

8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 

10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 “Praiseworthy Living” Philippians 4.1-9 

 Kids Connection, Rm 202 
Tuesday, October 17th    

1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries  
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202 

Wednesday, October 18th         
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, October 19th   
8:30a Staff Meeting, Rm 101       
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

4:30p Youth Advisory Board, 
 Christ Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas Ave. 

Sunday, October 22nd              
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 “Living Messages” 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 

 Kids Connection, Rm 202 
Tuesday, October 24th   
 1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
 6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202 
Wednesday, October 25th    

7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, October 26th         
10:00a UCC Clergy Group 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

5:30p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102 
Saturday, October 28th   
 11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100 
Sunday, October 29th               

8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203 
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 Kids Connection, Rm 202 

Tuesday, October 31st    
 1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
 6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202 
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St. John 

 

 
 

520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073 
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net 

Facebook.com/StJohnUCC 
 

Church office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8a to 4p 
 

Ministers 
The whole congregation 

 

Clergy 
 
Pastor & Teacher……………………………………………………………...The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock  
 Pastor@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 202 
 Always available by appointment 
Volunteer Chaplain in Residence………………………………………………….. The Reverend Sue Jelinek 
 sue.jelinek@cchmc.org 

 

Staff 
 

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor……………………………………………………. Debbie Cummings  
 Office@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 201 
Data Coordinator………………………………………………………………………………….... Linda Schuster 
 Data@StJohnChurch.net  
House Keeper……………………………………………………………………………………… Luis Hernandez 
Illumination Youth Ministry Directors……………………………………… Nancy Bardgett | Melanie Sorrell 
 Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com - 859.466.6946 
 melaniemcb@gmail.com - 859.468.8076 
Keyboard Musician and Choir Director………………………………………………………..….. Steve Milloy 
 smilloy738@aol.com - 513.373.2352 

 
 

Strategic Leadership Council (SLC) 
 

President………………………………………………….Steve Howes, howesfam5@aol.com - 513.460.6774 
President Elect………………………………………..… Alan Imberg, alan@alanimberg.com - 859.689.4540 
Recording Secretary…………………………………. Theo Baldwin, TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493 
Treasurer…………………………………………….. Bill Machuga, wmachuga52@gmail.com - 859.394.4888 
Member-at-Large…………………………………………….. Lonnie Fields, FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303 
Member-at-Large………………………….. Ginnie Kelley, virginia.m.kelley3546@gmail.com - 859.801.4951 
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide 

outreach to the following organizations: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
             Washington   

 
 

                             Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

 
 
 

              Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                  
                                                    Durban, South Africa 

 

           Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa 
 


