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From the Corner – Why Children Are Important
by The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, M.Div.

I’m sure you’ve heard the phrase, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Every time I officiate the baptism of a
child I think of this phrase. Historically the United Church of Christ has practiced infant baptism, however,
we honor, recognize and freely use all forms of water baptism for all ages. Baptism is a visible act done
by human beings in which God is at work, a witness of God’s grace and seal on the life of the person
being baptized. With baptism come promises made by the person being baptized, parents, and the
people of the church. The promises are about loving God and following Jesus and helping each other to
do that. Water is blessed with prayer, and at the moment of baptism the pastor says words like these, “I
baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, one God and Mother of us
all.”
When baptizing infants I often get to hold the baby. It is a
holy moment to see in the eyes of a young child the
possibilities for the life of this little one.
In the Gospel of Mark the writer says, “The people brought
children to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. The disciples
shooed them off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it:
‘Don’t push these children away. Don’t ever get between
them and me. These children are at the very center of life in
the kingdom. Mark this: Unless you accept God’s kingdom in
the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in.’” Then, gathering
the children up in his arms, he laid his hands of blessing on them. (Mark 10.13-16 The Message)
Children are important because they are the very ones who remind us how to receive and follow the way
of God. They are open, accepting and curious of others and everything around them. They show us how
to be flexible, uncluttered with prejudice or judgement, and vulnerable to new understandings. Children
take us back to the essence of grace before they learn the binding biases, prejudgments, and bigotries of
adulthood. Three of the four Gospels in the New Testament has the story of Jesus welcoming the
children. From the earliest time of the Christian tradition children have been examples of the citizens of
God’s realm. Yes, it takes a village, a spiritual community, to raise a child. But it takes a child to remind
us what Gods way is all about.
If you want to change your life, welcome the children, they will show you the way of God.
1

Sunday Worship in September @ 10:30 a.m.
Pre-service Preparation Music begins at 10:20 a.m.

Reflections and Reading:
September 3rd “Spirit-Led Living” –Romans 12.9-21
September 10th “Remember, Restore, Renew” –Exodus 12.1-14
September 17th “Road to Freedom” –Exodus 14.19-31
September 24th “Tensions in the Wilderness” –Exodus 16.2-15
Prepare for Sunday Worship by:
Reading the lesson for the day.
Inviting a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you.
Praying for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship.
Enhancing your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you.

WEEKLY BIBLE ENCOUNTER
An encounter for Youth and Adults on
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. Room 102
Beginning September 10th
The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is
to encounter the Bible through prayer, reading, study,
scholarship and inquisitive community.
Led by a team of clergy on a rotating schedule.
Invite a friend to come with you!
Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not required.

Prevues is published monthly. Submissions are due on the 10th of the prior month. (Oct. items due Sept. 10th)
All repeat submissions should be revised each month.
Please email your submissions to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net.
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays. Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings
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Do You Know a Child?
Most of us at St. John Church do not have young children.
But, we do have children that we know who could be a part of St. John Church!
It takes a community to raise a child. It take a congregation for a
child to experience spiritual formation. Every time we baptize or
confirm a child we vow “to love, support, and care for that child as
they grow in Christ”. You have a spiritual obligation to offer a faithfilled environment from which a child can grow. You are a piece of
the puzzle of Christian faith formation!

Invite a child to Kids Connection
You could make the difference by

IDENTIFYING THE CHILDREN IN YOUR LIFE
and invite them to

KIDS CONNECTION
Start date: Sunday, September 17th, 2017 – 10:40a
If we are going to have a children’s ministry then we
need children – the children in your life!
For more information contact Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or call
859.261.2066, ext. 202.

Congratulations …
to Alan and Lilian Imberg on the
birth of their grand-daughter,
Ivalyn Dacayanan, born Monday,
August 21st, 2017 at 6:43p, 5
pounds 12 ounces. Baby and
mom and dad doing fine.

Recent Memorial Fund Gift
$1,000 gift from the Estate Trust of Wanda
“Bonnie” Mauget

An Easy Way to Support St. John
Staples Office Supply has an ink and toner recycling program. St. John will
receive $2.00 for each cartridge. If you have empty ink or toner cartridges
please bring them to Church and put them in the box located in the hallway
behind the pulpit. Thanks for going green and for supporting your Church!
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Friendship Center Door Prizes
Every month, during our Senior Meal-Social, the Outreach
Missions Group awards several prizes to some lucky guests.
This is our way of showing our appreciation to the attendees
and to add some excitement to these events. The prizes
range from small gift cards for local restaurants or inexpensive
donated household items. Anything from Knick Knacks,
candy dishes, vases, picture frames, flowers, etc.
If you have any unwanted household items that would make a nice Door Prize and
you would like to donate it for this cause, please bring them to church any Sunday and give to Bruce Horn
or Willie Tackett, or you can place it on the desk in the fellowship hall. Thanks for your consideration.

Handbell Refurbishment
About 6 years ago, St. John Church was gifted 3-octaves of
handbells, and have been played regularly ever since. These
wonderful instruments are now about 20 years old and are in
need of some TLC. On June 22nd, the Strategic Leadership
Council approved the use of funds from the Memorial Fund to
pay for refurbishment of our handbells, with the agreement that
the handbell choir would fundraise to pay at least half of the
amount back to the memorial fund.
What does refurbishment entail? This includes repairs, polishing,
voicing, adjustments and other work to ensure high quality of
sound and well-working instruments. The work is being done
locally by the Cincinnati Collaborative Ringing Project while the
handbell choir takes a break.
I am pleased to say that almost the full amount of the refurbishment has been raised through the "Sponsor
a Bell" fundraiser that the handbell choir has been running the past couple weeks. All off the envelopes
have now been taken, and we ask that all of the envelopes be returned by the end of August.
Thank you! Stephanie Dalsfoist

Exciting things are happening around the church house at St. John Church!
Dale Sexton, Building Maintenance Coordinator, FixIt@StJohnChurch.net, has two immediate needs.
First, he is looking for folks to help hand-stitch hem/border for a lining on a stage curtain that was recently
donated to St John. We want to get this done in the next two weeks before the October 7th Variety Show.
Keith Coultas is coordinating the sewing work but please contact Dale to volunteer.
Second, Dale is looking for a few people to do very small projects with mounting shelving units in different
rooms at St. John. We have about 6 different small projects – you can help with one or all of these needs.
If you can help with sewing or with installing shelving units contact Dale at FixIt@StJohnChurch.net or
call 859-581-0493.
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Handbell Ringers Wanted
Ringers are needed for the handbell choir. No previous music
experience needed. We will offer training. Rehearsals are on Tuesday
evenings at 6:30p and will resume in September. The bell choir plays
on the 3rd Sunday of the month as well as holidays. For more
information contact Stephanie Dalsfoist
(sdalsfoist@gmail.com or 513.708.0246)

Harlan County Mission Collection
I would like to thank you all for the $30 donation, food, school supplies, and labor in loading the truck for
Harlan. The trip went well, we had over 200 families come through the food pantry, with over 500 mouths
feed! God is Awesome! We had a small carnival for the children and everyone won prizes and had grilled
hotdogs and snacks and drinks. The Construction crew with us built another swing set, a teeter totter,
installed 2 more benches, and placed an awning over the outside of the cafeteria at the school. It was a
very productive time.
We had many God Sightings which I will share 2 of them with you. The first was a young boy came in for a
hotdog he was about 7, very skinny, was shaking, we gave him a hot dog and he ate 4 within 2 minutes he
was so hungry. His dad came over (also very skinny) and thanked us for the food, he said they had not
had food for over a week, we gave him additional food from the pantry, and put him in touch with the
church there that also has a pantry. It’s awesome when God works through you! We feel like we aren’t
doing much but then God shines a light!
The second sighting was at the hotel….I had held so many rooms at a reduced price through the first
week of July, and the owner tried to bill me for the ones that were not rented, we discussed that I had
called him and when he was supposed to have taken the hold off the rooms, and I was like I have never
had this problem with this hotel before and this is our 3rd year coming down. I need to tell you he didn’t
lose any money they were completely booked. He asked what business I had coming down there. So I
explained how God laid Harlan on my heart over 3 years ago and that I had to help my brothers and
sisters there. He is Indian, and as I was witnessing to him I said I don’t know if you believe in God or what
but I serve an awesome and very loving God, and God wants / needs us here. So I go where he sends
me. A change came over him, he no longer wanted my money but wanted to help, he asked me to go to
the grocery store with him, and he wanted to buy can goods for the mission! How Awesome is that!!!!!
On Saturday after we gave out the food to the families we filled the local church food pantry, and took 10
boxes of food to the workers at the comfort inn, because they also needed food and had to work, so we
delivered to them!
I could go on and on because the blessings were great over that weekend, but I won’t. I pray that we can
come together again next year for the Harlan Mission and hopefully some of you can come along, you
won’t regret it. We are planning on going down toward the end of July again next year.
Thanks for the help! You all are awesome!!
In Christ’s Love!
Beth A. Schweinzger
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The Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund
-Helping those in needYour over-and-above gift to the PDAF will go to those in our congregation and
community who are in need of food,
housing, utilities and amenities.

AUGUST UPDATE
The Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, M.Div.
From Laurel Humes, Church Council of Washington United Church of Christ:
Thank you for your recent $300 gift to Washington UCC. Your gift helped with our 8-week summer youth
program and helped to provide breakfast and lunch. The programming included daily worship; groups
devoted to spirituality, creativity and recreation; one-on-one tutoring in reading and math, and field trips.
Your gift also helps make possible the mission program of Camp Community Care and Camp Cupboard.
On behalf of Rev. Pam DeFusco and all those your gifts help, we thank you!
From Patty Steinman and Steve Ader, Co-Interim Executive Directors of Henry Hosea House
We would like to thank you for the recent $300 donation to the Henry Hosea House. We can continue to
provide hot and nutritious meals to the needy, the elderly, families with children and homeless in our area.
From Tammy Weidinger, President and CEO, Brighton Center
Thank you! Because of your gift of $300 individuals and families have a place to turn to no matter what
life brings. Your support gives others the opportunity to not only address an immediate crisis but also to
gain the long-term assistance they need to achieve self-sufficiency.
From Kim M. Webb, Executive Director of the Emergency Shelter of Northern Kentucky
Thank you for your gift which expresses love and support to those we serve at the Northern Kentucky
Shelter. What a wonderful surprise to receive your generous gift of $300.00. Bless you all.
From Marsha A. Croxton, Executive Director of the Women’s Crisis Center
Thank you for your donation of $300 which will be used to meet the needs of the clients we serve in our
shelters and outreach offices. Hope is found here because of your support!
Other support given in August: $50 of Kroger gift cards. If you would like to make a donation to the
Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund make your check payable to St. John United Church of Christ and
write PDAF in the memo section. A special envelope is available at the Welcome Table and in the
worship bulletin at all communion services. Thank you for your support.

Washington United Church of Christ seeks Homework Club Tutors
Can you spare a couple of hours a week to help a child succeed in school? Washington’s Homework Club
begins September 18th, 4:15 to 5:30 pm Monday through Thursday at the church, 2950 Sidney Avenue,
Camp Washington, Cincinnati. Volunteer tutors are asked to commit to one day a week, in order to work
with the same child each week. Students are in kindergarten through 6th grade. We can match you with
the age you prefer!
For more information, call Rev. Pam DeFusco at 513-541-7757, ext. 6, or e-mail revpamdefusco@aol.com
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C ELEBRATING
130 Y EARS
St. John
Welcoming strangers, aliens, refugees,
immigrants and everyone since 1887
St. John Church Outreach Missions Group (OMG)
Our mission statement says, “Our caring congregation feeds the spiritual and physical needs of the
community.” In an effort to physically feed our community and beyond the OMG has organized the
following monthly collections. Different charities have been selected to serve diverse needs. We hope
that we have incorporated charities that each of us will find to be important.
2017-2018 Collections
September: Items for the Emergency Shelter of Northern KY
October: Coats / Sweaters - St. Vincent de Paul Coat Drive
November: Shoes for the Emergency Shelter of Northern KY
December: Gifts to the Manger - Washington UCC
January: Soup - “Souper” Bowl Sunday - Hosea House
February: Baby Supplies - Scholar House
March: Open for ideas
April: Open for ideas
May: Rummage Sale Items for St. John Church
June: House Fans for Brighton Center distribution
July: Open for ideas
Donations are voluntary as you are able. If you have a charity you’d like to suggest please inform an
OMG member and we’ll consider it for an open month or next year. OMG members are: Bruce Horn,
Eileen Thornton, Steve Phillips, Carol Griffin, Willie Tackett, Bob Epton. You may email us at
OMG@StJohnChurch.net.
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St. John United Church of Christ
520 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue KY
Interstate 471-Route 8 exit, 1 mile east of Newport on the Levee
Tickets available now at www.StJohnChurch.net/VS

SJTV: LIVE FROM BELLEVUE!
TV & MOVIE ENTERTAINMENT
Saturday, October 7, 2017
5-6pm Meal served
Spaghetti & meatballs, bread, salad bar, dessert, beverage
A door prize drawing follows dinner.
6:30 pm Show Time
Music, skits, entertainment!
TICKETS: ADULTS - $20, CHILDREN UNDER 8 – FREE
Buy your tickets at www.StJohnChurch.net/VS
Questions? Contact VS@StJohnChurch.net or 859-261-2066.

Illumination Youth Ministries: Cookie Service Project and Picnic in the Park
Illuminations Youth Ministries, the shared youth group of First Christian Church (Fort
Thomas), Christ Church UCC (Fort Thomas), and St John UCC (Bellevue), would
like to invite Middle and High School Youth (Grades 6-12) to join us for our
September group meetings. Here is what we have planned!
Wednesday, Sept. 6th, 5:30-7:30pm: Join us for a Service Project We will be
baking cookies and making thank-you cards for first responders for the 9/11 Cookie
Project.(In commemoration of 9/11, FCC delivers cookies and cards to police and
fire departments in Campbell County). Dinner will be pizza.
Tuesday, Sept. 19th, 5:30-7:30: We will have a picnic and fun at Smale Park, a Cincinnati riverfront
park. While we are there we will explore the labyrinth, and learn the discipline of walking a prayer
labyrinth. Meet and pick-up at First Christian. Picnic dinner will be provided.
Drop off and pick up for both these meetings will be at First Christian Church (1031 Alexandria Pike, Fort
Thomas KY 41075). For safety and security, we are implementing a new system of drop off/pick up for
youth. Youth and their guests will sign in when they arrive, and sign out when they leave, indicating who
they are leaving with. Please look for the new sign-in sheet!
Please contact the Illumination Co-Directors with questions or to RSVP:
Nancy Bardgett email: Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com, Call or text: 859.466.6946
Melanie Sorrell email: melaniemcb@gmail.com, Call or text: 859.468.8076
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Blessings to Those who Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries this month!
September Birthdays
8 Mark Thornton
9 Bill Machuga
14 Darlene Young
17 Melodie Imberg
24 Rita Auteri
25 Robert Portlock
26 Greg Mathein
29 Raniele Jago

September Anniversaries
1 Vivian Hunnings & Deana McReynolds
14 Fred & Jan Hoeweler
17 Sue Jelinek & Dorothy Gatch
19 Linda & Regis Nesbitt

St. John Financial & Attendance for August
Offering Total: $12,948
Worship Attendance Average: 51

Fall 2017
Pastor’s Book Club
The New Jim Crow – Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness
By Michelle Alexander

Facilitator: Keith M. Haithcock
Four 90-minute discussion sessions will be scheduled in October
by those registered.
Register by Sept. 18 by way of Information Card; calling 859.261.2066,
ext. 202; emailing: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net; or at the Welcome
Table. Registration is free and there must be a minimum of 7 people.
Book Orders: Each person who registers for the book club will order
their own book through a local book store, Amazon.com, or check the
book out from their local public library.
Once in a great while a book comes along that changes the way we see the world and helps to fuel a
nationwide social movement. The New Jim Crow is such a book. With dazzling candor, legal scholar
Michelle Alexander argues that “we have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely redesigned
it.” By targeting black men through the War on Drugs and decimating communities of color, the U.S.
criminal justice system functions as a contemporary system of racial control – relegating millions to a
permanent second-class status – even as it formally adheres to the principle of colorblindness.
Alexander’s book will open up much debate and discussion about racism and the role of the Church in a
nation and world that is still dominated by its grasp on our society and Church. This book is a “call to
action” for anyone who calls themselves Christian.
Part of the 2017/18 Spiritual Growth Series at St. John Church
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Save the Date!

Covenant Membership Class
(If this date does not work for you contact the Pastor about an alternative date.)

Winter 2017:
Saturday, November 11
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Room 102 (Lounge) enter using the accessible door off the parking lot.
Lunch ordered in from a local restaurant.
Teacher: Pastor Keith Haithcock and others
Topics include:
Introduction to St. John United Church of Christ, Statement of Faith, Spirituality, Baptism, Holy
Communion, the Bible, What we believe, What does it mean to be a disciple, the six marks of discipleship,
and more.
Becoming a member of the Church is more than adding your name to a list. It is a
matter of faith and promise (covenant) with a local faith community and the universal
church. Attending class does not mean you must join. The class may help you see if
you are ready for this step in your faith journey.
Registration deadline: Sunday, November 5
Register by using your Sunday Information Card, calling 859.261.2066 ext. 202,
emailing: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net, or at the Welcome Table.
Part of the 2017/18 Spiritual Growth Series at St. John Church

Save the Date!
Christmas Shoppe – holiday rummage sale
Friday December 1st, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday December 2nd, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
We will be collecting Christmas decorations and Christmas
themed household goods in late November. Please
consider sorting and saving Christmas items you can donate
to the church for this sale.
Watch for more details concerning donation collection. Help with the sale will also be needed, so mark
your calendar for these sale dates and times.
Look For the New 2017-18 Spiritual Growth Series Booklet
at the Welcome Table and on the website: www.StJohnChurch.net.
Engage in the opportunities for spiritual growth at St. John Church. If you have
questions contact Pastor Keith M. Haithcock at 859.261.2066, ext. 202 or
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.
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September Calendar
Friday, September 1st
3:30p 1st Friday Bellevue Band of Gold Craft
bazaar, parking lot
Sunday, September 3rd
NO Weekly Bible Encounter Class
10:30a Sunday Worship with Communion &
sign interpretation, Sanctuary
“Spirit-Led Living” Romans 12.9-21
Tuesday, September 5th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
Wednesday, September 6th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries 9/11
Cookie Project, First Christian Church
1031 Alexandria Pike Ft. Thomas
6:00p Cub Scout sign-up, Rm 102
Thursday, September 7th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
2:00p Outreach Missions Group, Rm 102
Sunday, September 10th
DEADLINE for October Prevues
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
“Remember, Restore, Renew”
Exodus 12.1-14
Tuesday, September 12th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p World AIDS Day Service Planning,
First Christian Church 14 W. 5th St.
Covington
Wednesday, September 13th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
Thursday, September 14th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
3:00p Riverside Prayer Group, Rm 102

Sunday, September 17th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
“Road to Freedom” Exodus 14.19-31
Kids Connection, Rm 202
11:45a Variety Show Planning Meeting,
Rm 102
Tuesday, September 19th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries Picnic,
First Christian Church 1031 Alexandria
Pike Ft. Thomas
Wednesday, September 20th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
Thursday, September 21st
8:30a Staff Meeting, Rm 101
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
4:30p Youth Advisory Board, Christ Church
15 S. Ft. Thomas
Sunday, September 24th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary
“Tensions in the Wilderness”
Exodus 16.2-15
Kids Connection, Rm 202
Tuesday, September 26th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
Wednesday, September 27th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
Thursday, September 28th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
5:30p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102
Saturday, September 30th
11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100
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St. John
520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net
Facebook.com/StJohnUCC
Church office hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8a to 4p

Ministers
The whole congregation

Clergy
Pastor & Teacher……………………………………………………………...The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 202
Always available by appointment
Volunteer Chaplain in Residence………………………………………………….. The Reverend Sue Jelinek
sue.jelinek@cchmc.org

Staff
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor……………………………………………………. Debbie Cummings
Office@StJohnChurch.net - 859.261.2066, ext. 201
Data Coordinator………………………………………………………………………………….... Linda Schuster
Data@StJohnChurch.net
House Keeper……………………………………………………………………………………… Luis Hernandez
Illumination Youth Ministry Directors……………………………………… Nancy Bardgett | Melanie Sorrell
Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com - 859.466.6946
melaniemcb@gmail.com - 859.468.8076
Keyboard Musician and Choir Director………………………………………………………..….. Steve Milloy
smilloy738@aol.com - 513.373.2352

Strategic Leadership Council (SLC)
President: Steve Howes, howesfam5@aol.com - 513.460.6774
President Elect: Alan Imberg, alan@alanimberg.com - 859.689.4540
Recording Secretary: Theo Baldwin, TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493
Treasurer: Bill Machuga, wmachuga52@gmail.com - 859.394.4888
Member-at-Large: Lonnie Fields, FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303
Member-at-Large: Ginnie Kelley, virginia.m.kelley3546@gmail.com - 859.801.4951
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide
outreach to the following organizations:

Washington
Cincinnati, Ohio

Our Church’s Wider Mission

Durban, South Africa

Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa
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