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PREVUES 
THE MONTHLY e-NEWSLETTER OF ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - BELLEVUE KY 
 

August 2017 
 

 

BEING THE CHURCH…TOGETHER! 
Six-week Summer Sermon Series 

Five UCC Congregations, Pulpit Exchange, and Church Picnic/Potluck 
Sunday, July 23rd through August 27th 

 

Five United Church of Christ pastors and congregations from the area join together around the theme: 
“Being the Church…Together” for the 2017 Summer Sermon Series. Revs. Ken Weidinger, Faith UCC-
Anderson Township; Ryan Taylor-Byers; Christ Church UCC-Ft. Thomas; Dave 
Schwab, Zion UCC-Norwood;  Keith Haithcock, St. John UCC-Bellevue, 
and John Pohlman Immanuel UCC- Bromley.  The six-week series will 
focus on six of the twenty resolutions presented to the United Church of 
Christ General Synod delegates in Baltimore, June 29th – July 4th.   
During the series pastors will meet to collaborate, study and prepare 
sermons, and congregates will have the opportunity to answer reflection 
questions each week that then will be shared with all congregations for 
further thought and consideration.  The six resolutions include: Corporal 
Punishment of Children, Rights of Children Living Under Israeli Military 
Occupation, Gun Violence, Welcoming Immigrants, Living Wages, and Aid in 
Dying.  The actual General Synod resolutions     may be found at this link:  
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/As-Adopted-by-Synod-Unofficial-GS-2017.pdf.  Each resolution includes 
Scriptures that challenge us to address these current issues from a spiritual perspective for Christians to 
consider how we will live and what we will do regarding these concerns in our communities and global world.  
On Sunday, August 20th we will have a pulpit exchange with each pastor preaching at a church other than 
their own.  And, on Sunday, August 27th all five congregations will join together for a Church Picnic at 
Highland Hills Park shelter #1, located at the end of Mayfield Avenue off of Highland Avenue in Ft. Thomas, 
KY.  A pot-luck picnic (see page 4 for details), Salsa Band, dancing, and fun for children, youth and adults 
of all ages will fill the afternoon.  Invite your friends. 
 

Plan now to attend worship during the sermon series, grow in your faith and action, think deeper about 
social issues and scripture, reflect with other sisters and brothers on things that really matter, and celebrate 
our united and uniting Church by “Being the Church…TOGETHER”.  
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Sing to God a NEW Song! (Psalm 33.3)  
Click Here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJzqFm78qOE 
At the end of each worship service in August we will sing a new 
bluegrass song that was introduced at the United Church of 
Christ General Synod.  We will learn the refrain the first few 
weeks and then add verses.  The song basically says we all stand together in our living as people of faith 
and questions.  As we think about and consider the difficult topics of the sermons we stand together as we 
learn and listen to what the Spirit is saying to us about things that really matter. 
 

 

 
 

Sunday Worship in August @ 10:30 a.m. 
Pre-service Preparation Music begins at 10:20 a.m. 

 

Reflections and Reading: 
August 6th Being the Church…Together: “Gun Violence” 

John 18.33-38; Mark 12.28-31  
August 13th Being the Church…Together: “Immigrant Welcoming Church”  

Leviticus 19.33-34; Mark 12.28-31 
August 20th Being the Church…Together: “Living Wages”  

Deuteronomy 24.14-15; Matthew 20.1-16 
August 27th Being the Church…Together: “Aid in Dying”  

John 10.1-10; Psalm 23; Ecclesiastes 3.1-8 
 

Read about the Summer Sermon Series, Being the Church…Together! on page 1. 
 

Prepare for Sunday Worship by doing the following: 
Read the lesson for the day. 

Invite a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you. 
Pray for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship. 

Enhance your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you. 

 

Prevues is published monthly. Submissions are due on the 10th of the prior month. (Sept. items due Aug. 10th) 
All repeat submissions should be revised each month. 
Please email your submissions to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net. 
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays.  Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 

Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings  
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From the Corner – General Synod 2017 
This year’s General Synod in Baltimore was one of the best I’ve ever 
attended.  Not only was I able to connect with colleagues from across 
the United Church of Christ, attend helpful workshops on a variety of 

topics such as: Church 3.0 - Creating Church for Millennials and Open and Affirming Evangelism, I 
attended some of the most inspired and creative worship services and heard dynamic and prophetic 
preaching.  The whole Synod was centered on the Scripture Psalm 46.1-7 and the theme “Make Glad”.  
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God.” 
 

The business of Synod was taken on by the delegates from each of the UCC Conferences.  We elected 
The Rev. Traci Blackmon as our Executive Minister of Justice and Witness Ministries.  Click here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXjSA1DbQWQ to hear a 
bit of Traci’s preaching.  I also met one of our life-long Boy 
Scouts who has marched in the New York City Pride Parade for 
years and continues to support scouting in UCC congregations. 
 

One of the many resolutions that were affirmed calls on all 
settings of the UCC to be an Immigrant Welcoming Church.   
A new UCC logo (see bottom of page 1) and purpose, vision, and mission statements were presented: 
Purpose: To love our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength; and our neighbor as ourselves.  
Vision: United in Christ’s love, a just world for all.  Mission: United in Spirit, 
inspired by God’s grace we welcome all, love all, and seek justice for all.   

 

The days were long, the meetings were detailed, the 
fellowship was fantastic, the message was hope-filled, and 
the ministry resources were abundant.  We were sent off 
during the closing worship service by Rev. Kim Kendrick 
from Living Water United Church of Christ in Philadelphia 
who sent us home by telling us: “start small – but get 
started, get started, get started! 

 

The 3 Great Loves of the UCC are Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Creation.  General 
Minister and President, John Dorhauer, says, “This year, and for the next two years until General Synod 
2019, we call the faith communities of the United Church of Christ to engage in the Three Great Loves 
mission campaign.  In response to our Purpose statement – a call to love our neighbor as ourselves; and 
to our Vision statement – to build a just world for all: we are asking our congregations to seek ways to live 
out a commitment in mission to the love of children, the love of neighbor, and the love of creation.” 

 

 
Blessings, 
 
 
Keith M. Haithcock 
Pastor & Teacher 
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Church Picnic/Potluck – Sunday, August 27th  
This year’s picnic will be with our sisters and brothers from Faith UCC-
Anderson Township, Immanuel UCC-Bromley, Zion UCC-Norwood, 
Christ Church UCC-Ft. Thomas, and St. John UCC-Bellevue. 
Plan to bring the whole family and invite a friend.  The event will be 
completely accessible, shade provided, and music by the Salsa Band.   
Here are the basic things you need to know. 
Date and Time: Sunday, August 27th, starting about noon 
Location: Highland Hills Park Shelter #1, 85 Mayfield Ave., Ft. Thomas, KY 
Theme: “Being the Church…Together!” 
What food to Bring: If your phone number ends with: 

0, 1, 2, or 3 bring a main dish; 4 or 5 bring a salad; 6 or 7 bring a side dish; 8 or 9 bring a desert. 
Other Information: Bring a lawn chair and games for children.  The cost of the shelter, paper goods 
(plates/cups/napkins), utensils, ice, etc. will be covered by a free will offering.  See you there!! 
 

 

Enhance Our Music Program! 
Six years ago St. John Church was gifted 3-octaves of handbells from 
Walnut Hills Christian Church when they closed. Since then the bells have 
regularly added to our worship experience. The bells are now 20 years old 
and need some TLC. The Strategic Leadership Council has approved 
monies from the Memorial Fund to pay for the refurbishment, agreeing that 
the handbell choir raise at least half of the cost to return to the Memorial 
Fund.   
 

What does refurbishment entail: repairs, polishing, voicing, adjustments and 
other work to ensure high quality sound and well-working instruments. The work will be done locally by the 
Cincinnati Collaborative Ringing Project during the next few months while the choir is on break. 
 

How can you help?  Sponsor a bell! Select an envelope on the display in the Sanctuary. Fill out the form 
inside and put you check (payable to St. John United Church of Christ and the word BELLS in the memo 
section) and form in the envelope and place it in the offering or mail it to the Church. 
 

Contact Stephanie Dalsfoist (sdalsfoist@gmail.com or 513.708.0246) for more information.  
 

 

RINGERS WANTED! 
Ringers are needed for the handbell choir.  No previous music 
experience needed.  We will offer training.  Rehearsals are on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30p and will resume in September. The 
bell choir plays on the 3rd Sunday of the month as well as 
holidays. 
 

For more information contact Stephanie Dalsfoist 
(sdalsfoist@gmail.com or 513.708.0246)  
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Do You Know a Child? 

Most of us at St. John Church do not have young children. 
But, we do have children that we know who could be a part of St. John Church! 

 

It takes a community to raise a child.  It take a congregation for a 
child to experience spiritual formation.  Every time we baptize or 
confirm a child we vow “to love, support, and care for that child as 
they grow in Christ”.  You have a spiritual obligation to offer a faith-
filled environment from which a child can grow.  You are a piece of 

the puzzle of Christian faith formation! 
Invite a child to Kids Connection 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday, August 2nd:  Parent and Youth 
Dinner and Activities, with a special welcome for 
incoming 6th graders:  Dinner for parents and 
youth, ice breaker activities for youth, Parent 
meeting for all parents of Illumination Youth--
Fellowship Hall at First Christian.  5:30-7:30p 

Friday, August 11th 7:00p (replaces Tuesday, August 16): Parents, Youth, and Families attend a 
Florence Freedom Baseball Game.  Meet at First Christian to Carpool or meet at the ballpark.   
We encourage all families, and especially those who have youth entering 6th grade or are new to the 
group, to join us for the August meetings, as this will be a great time for both parents and youth to get to 
know us! 
 

Illumination Co-Directors: 
Nancy Bardgett email:  Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com, Call or text:  (859)466-6946 
Melanie Sorrell email:  melaniemcb@gmail.com,    Call or text:  (859) 468-8076 
 
  

You could make the difference by 
IDENTIFYING THE CHILDREN IN YOUR LIFE 

and invite them to 

KIDS CONNECTION 
Start date: Sunday, September 10th, 2017 – 10:30a 

 

If we are going to have a children’s ministry then we 
need children – the children in your life! 

 

For more information contact Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or call 
859.261.2066, ext. 202. 
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C E L E B R A T I N G  1 3 0  Y E A R S  I N  B E L L E V U E  

St. John 
 

 

 

Welcoming strangers, aliens, refugees, immigrants and everyone since 1887 
 

 

St. John Church Outreach Missions Group (OMG) 
Our mission statement says, “Our caring congregation feeds the spiritual and physical needs of the 
community.”  In an effort to physically feed our community and beyond the OMG has organized the 
following monthly collections.  Different charities have been selected to serve diverse needs.  Some 
charities will interest all of the people, all charities will interest some of the people, but not all of the 
charities will interest all of the people.  We hope that we have incorporated charities that each of us will 
find to be important.   
 

2017-2018 Collections  
July: Harlan County Kentucky 
August: School Supplies - Grand Ave. Elementary 
September: Items for Emergency Shelter of Northern KY 
October: Coats / Sweaters - St. Vincent de Paul Coat Drive 
November: Shoes - Emergency Shelter of Northern KY 
December: Gifts to the Manger - Washington UCC 
January: Soup - “Souper” Bowl Sunday - Hosea House 
February: Baby Supplies - Scholar House 
March: Open for ideas 
April: Open for ideas 
May: Rummage Sale Items for St. John Church 
June: House Fans for Brighton Center distribution 
July: Open for ideas 

 

Donations are voluntary as you are able.  If you have a charity you’d like to suggest please inform an 
OMG member and we’ll consider it for an open month or next year.  OMG members are: Bruce Horn, 
Eileen Thornton, Steve Phillips, Carol Griffin, Willie Tackett, Bob Epton.  You may email us at 
OMG@StJohnChurch.net.  
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Steve Milloy – New Artistic Director of CMC 
The Cincinnati Men’s Chorus is proud to announce the selection and hiring our new Artistic Director, Steve 
Milloy.  The CMC held a year-long search for a full-time Artistic Director and having successfully 
completed the process, the CMC Board of Directors has extended Milloy an invitation to formally join the 
organization at the artistic and creative helm for the start of our 27th season. 
 
Milloy steps into the role having served as a 
guest director throughout Season 26 for the 
small ensemble, Männerchor, and as guest 
director for the full chorus' June concert, "Pride," 
serving as the kick-off to Cincinnati Pride 
Week.  Since 2001, Milloy has worked with the 
CMC as an arranger, guest conductor, singer 
and at one time serving as an Assistant 
Director.  Well known in the Gay And Lesbian 
Association of Choruses (GALA) as an arranger 
for men's and women's choruses across the 
world, Milloy brings to the CMC a long standing 
history of vocal directing, coaching, composing, 
accompanying and conducting in addition to his LGBTQ and social justice experience in Cincinnati 
directing the Martin Luther King Coalition Chorale and Diverse City Youth Chorus.   
 

Said Milloy, "I am excited and proud to be a part of the CMC in these challenging times.  Our mission is 
clear: Through our music, we strive for excellence; support and nurture our members; entertain 
our audiences; and work for justice, inclusion and harmony between the gay community and the 
community at large. Let's unite our heads, hands and hearts toward this goal of a healthier, happier 
society." 
 
Milloy holds a Master of Music degree from UC's Cincinnati Conservatory of Music (CCM).  
 

Congratulations Steve from your St. John Church sisters and brothers! 
 

 

If you do not know what “5 for 5” is,  
ask Pastor Keith and win a free ice cream 
from Schneider’s Ice Cream in Bellevue. 

(Offer good through August 15th, 2017) 
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Blessings to those who are celebrating this month! 
 

August Birthdays 
  3 Keith Haithcock 
  7 Doreen Johnson 
  8 David Hiser 
 15 Bobby Moreland 
 17 Dale Clark 
 19 Lorraine Arthur 
 22 Ed Stitt 
  

 

 24 Deana McReynolds 
 26 Carol Griffith 
 29 Penny Poirier 
 31 Tim Smith 
 

August Anniversaries 
1 Ed & Janet Ulsas 

 30 Tim Smith & Penny Poirier 
 

 

St. John Financial & Attendance for through July 23rd    
 Offering Total:  $11,557 
 Worship Attendance Average:  57  
 

 

August Office Hours  
Except for the first week of August (Tuesday, August 1 and Friday, August 4 8:00a to 4:00p) regular office 
hours (Tuesday and Wednesday 8:00a to 4:00p) will be kept. 
 

 

August Calendar 
 
Tuesday, August 1st 
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 

Wednesday, August 2nd          
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries  
 First Christian Church 1031 Alexandria 

Pike, Ft. Thomas 
Thursday, August 3rd  
 10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,  
  Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas  
2:00p  Outreach Missions Group, Rm 102 

Saturday, August 5th 
4:00p Wedding pictures, Entire building 
5:30p Howard/Smith Wedding, Entire 

building 

Sunday, August 6th          
NO Weekly Bible Encounter Class 
10:30a Sunday Worship with Communion & 

sign interpretation, Sanctuary 
Being the Church…Together: 
“Gun Violence” 
John 18.33-38; Mark 12.28-31 

Tuesday, August 8th  
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 

Wednesday, August 9th         
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, August 10th          
 ����DEADLINE for August Prevues 
 10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

 3:00p Riverside Prayer Group, Rm 102 
Friday, August 11th   
 7:00p Illumination Youth Ministries – Florence  
  Freedom Baseball Game 
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Sunday, August 13th       
NO Weekly Bible Encounter Class 
10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
 Being the Church…”Immigrant 

Welcoming Church” Leviticus 19.33-34; 
Mark 12.28-31 

Tuesday, August 15th         
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 

Wednesday, August 16th      
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 
5:00p Pastoral Relations Committee, Rm 102 

Thursday, August 17th        
8:15a Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

Sunday, August 20th           
NO Weekly Bible Encounter Class 

 10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
Being the Church…Together: “Living 
Wages” Deuteronomy 24.14-15; 
Matthew 20.1-16 

Tuesday, August 22nd  
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 

Wednesday, August 23rd       
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, August 24th       
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 

Saturday, August 26th  
 11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100 
Sunday, August 27th            
NO Weekly Bible Encounter Class 

 10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
Being the Church…Together: “Aid in 
Dying” John 10.1-10; Psalm 23; 
Ecclesiastes 3.1-8 

 12:00p All Church Picnic (St. John/ 
  Faith/Immanuel/Zion) 
  Highland Hills Park Shelter #1, 
  85 Mayfield Ave., Ft. Thomas 
Tuesday, August 29th  
 1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
Wednesday, August 30th  
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, August 31st       
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas

 
 

 

THANK YOU Notes! 
 

Thanks to all in the congregation who have been so supportive with prayers, calls, cards, encouragement, 
and just being there.  Jennifer’s last update was extremely positive but there is still a long road ahead. 

Debbie Reker and Jennifer Summer 
 

Dear Congregation,  
First off, I’d like to apologize for not sending this sooner.  I have been very busy with work and preparing 
for National Guard Basic Combat Training.  I would like to thank you all for the [graduation] card and nice 
words.  It’s good to know I have a group to go to if I need assistance.  I am shipping out on September 
26th to Ft. Lenard Wood to start basic training and I will be gone for 20 weeks.  I plan on coming to Church 
the Sunday before I leave.    
 Much love, Chase Vossmeyer 
 (Tom and Marlene Vossmeyer’s grandson.) 
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St. John 
 

 
 

520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073 
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net 

Facebook.com/StJohnUCC 
 
 

MINISTERS 
The whole congregation 

 

PASTOR 
The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher 

(Typical Office Hours: Tues. & Weds. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 
– Always available by appointment – 

Pastor@StJohnChurch.net  
 

VOLUNTEER IN RESIDENCE CLERGY 
The Reverend Sue Jelinek, Chaplain in Residence - sue.jelinek@cchmc.org 

  

PROFESSIONAL & SUPPORT STAFF 
Steve Milloy, Keyboard Musician and Choir Director - smilloy738@aol.com 

  

Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 
(Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 

Office@StJohnChurch.net 
 

Linda Schuster, Data Coordinator - Data@StJohnChurch.net  
 

Nancy Bardgett, Illumination Youth Ministries Lead Co-Director 
Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com 859.466.6946 

 

Melanie Sorrell, Illumination Youth Ministries Co-Director 
melaniemcb@gmail.com 859.468.8076 

 

Luis Hernandez, House Keeper 
(Typical Cleaning Hours: Fridays 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. & Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.) 

 

STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (SLC) 
Steve Howes, President - howesfam5@aol.com - 513.460.6774  

Alan Imberg, President Elect - alan@alanimberg.com - 859.689.4540  
Theo Baldwin, Recording Secretary - TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493 

Bill Machuga, Treasurer - wmachuga52@gmail.com - 859.394.4888  
Lonnie Fields, Member-at-Large - FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303 

Ginnie Kelley, Member-at-Large – virginia.m.kelley3546@gmail.com – 859.801.4951 
   

OUTREACH MISSIONS GROUP (OMG) 
Email: OMG@StJohnChurch.net 
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide 

outreach to the following organizations: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
             Washington   

 
 

                             Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

 
 
 

              Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                  
                                                    Durban, South Africa 

 

           Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa 
 


