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PREVUES 
THE MONTHLY e-NEWSLETTER OF ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - BELLEVUE KY 
 

June 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
BREAKFAST 

Sunday, June 11, 9 AM 
St. John United Church of Christ Fellowship Hall 

  

All the great stuff that happens at St. John Church  
worship, music, rummage sale, Senior lunch, Friendship Center, Kid’s Connection, Variety Show, 
communion, Chancel decorations, “Just for Them” activities on the Avenue, Bible and book studies, 
Blessing Bags, building maintenance, assistance for the poor and homeless, office support, 
administration  

...couldn’t and wouldn’t happen without volunteers.  
 

Join us for…  
• Recognition of our volunteers  
• Pancakes, sausage and fruit  
• Coffee  
• Opportunities to volunteer in next fiscal year  
• Special presentation from the Cub Scouts  
• Boys, grades K-5, are welcome to come to learn more about the Cub Scouts  

 
NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!  
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Pentecost Sunday 
June 4, 2017 - 10:30 a.m. 

      
  

“WEAR RED” 
 

 

SUNDAYS @ ST. JOHN 
 

WEEKLY BIBLE 
ENCOUNTER 

for Adults and Youth on 
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. Room 102 

    

The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is: 
To encounter the Bible through prayer, reading, study, scholarship and inquisitive community. 

Led by a team of clergy on a rotating schedule. 
Invite a friend to come with you!  Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not required. 

 

 

Sunday Worship in June @ 10:30 a.m. 
Pre-service Preparation Music begins at 10:20 a.m. 

Sermons: 
June 4th Keith M. Haithcock preaching, “United by The Spirit” –Acts 2.1-21  

June 11th Keith M. Haithcock preaching, “This is Good” –Genesis 1.1-2.4a (21.1-7) 
June 18th Keith M. Haithcock preaching, “Sarah Laughed” –Genesis 18.1-15 
June 25th Tim Smith preaching, “Daring Discipleship” –Matthew 10.24-39 

• Read the lesson for the day. 
• Invite a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you. 
• Pray for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship. 
• Enhance your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you. 

THANK YOU 

Prevues is published monthly.  Submissions are due on the 10th of the prior month. (July items due June 10th) 
All repeat submissions should be revised each month. 
Please email your submissions to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net. 
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays.  Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net. 

Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings  
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“Thank you to all for your prayers, thoughts, cards, and other expressions of sympathy during the loss of 
my Dad.   I’m humbled by your outreach to me during this time and am so grateful for my church family. 
Your words and prayers have been a great comfort. “ 
 

Dale M. Clark 
 

 

Opportunity to Share a Helping Hand – Meals for Jennifer 
Meal preparation for Jennifer Summer, Debbie Reker’s daughter, while going through chemo and radiation 
treatments for stage four breast cancer.  Click on this link 
http://www.takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=PLBH3793 and follow instructions.  If you have questions 
contact Sandy Kerlin at sandyleek@hotmail.com or 859.491.3515.  
 

 

Strengthen the Church offering 
The Strengthen the Church mission offering will be received on June 4th.  For offering details click 
http://www.ucc.org/stc/  Our goal this year is $600. 
 

Melissa Artopoeus and Pastor Keith Haithcock 
Mission Coordinators  
 

 

Graduates Recognition Sunday 
June 11th, 2017 | 10:30 a.m. Worship 
If you attend St. John Church and have graduated from High School, College/University, 
graduate school or other certificate program please let Pastor Keith know by Sunday, June 
4th.  Please email Pastor@StJohnChurhc.net or write details on your Sunday information 
card and put it in the offering plate by Sunday, June 4th. 
 
Congratulations to Tyler Poirier, Drake University; David Hiser, Thomas More College; Chase Vossmeyer, 
Dixie Heights High School 
 

 

  

CELEBRATING 130 YEARS 
 

St. John 
 

 

 

Welcoming strangers, aliens, refugees,  
immigrants and everyone since 1887 

 
Click here http://www.ucc.org/justice_immigration_worship_biblical-references-to 

for Biblical references to immigrants, refugees, strangers and aliens. 
 

Photo by www.jennifersummer.com 
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Northern Kentucky Pride Interfaith Service    
Thursday, June 9th, 2017 at 7:00p  
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
14 W. 5th St., Covington, KY 
Guest Preacher, Paula Stone Williams 
https://paulastonewilliams.com/  
Music will be presented by a community choir and our own musician, Steve Milloy. 

 

 

NORTHERN KENTUCKY PRIDE – Your help is needed 
Sunday June 11th, 1:00p – 5:00p 
Goebel Park 501 Philadelphia St, Covington, KY 41011 
 

Again this year, St. John will partner with the Northern KY 
Health Department for the Northern KY Pride festival.  We 
will share combined space together providing free HIV 
Counseling, testing and promoting St. John.  We need volunteers to work the St. John side of the booth 
handing out brochures and information about our church and our missions.  Ideally, we could use about 5-
8 persons. You only need to commit to a 2-hour shift (see below).  Please contact Willie Tackett at 
859.468.8739 or willtackett@gmail.com  if you can help with this important outreach.  
 

Shifts to volunteer to work in the booth: 
 12:00p – setup 3:00p – 5:00p  
 1:00p – 3:00p 5:00p - takedown 
 

 

Cincinnati Pride Festival – St. John Booth Volunteers 
 

Help extend St. John Church’s extravagant welcome! 
St. John will have a booth at the Cincinnati Pride Festival on 
Saturday, June 24 from 12noon until 9pm.  We are thrilled to be 
present at two Pride Festivals this year - both Cincinnati and NKY.  
Theo Baldwin and Dale Sexton are overseeing the Cincinnati Pride 
Festival booth.   
 

Volunteer opportunities are listed below.  Give an extravagant welcome and share information about 
your church – where ALL are welcome!   
 

Volunteers needed: 

• 11am-1pm, 1 volunteer.  Help Theo & Dale with setup (11-12) and staff 1st hour. 
• 1-3pm, 2-3 volunteers 
• 3-5pm, 2-3 volunteers 
• 5-7pm, 2-3 volunteers 
• 7pm-close, 2 volunteers.  Help Theo & Dale pack up materials at closing. 

 

To sign up for a shift, please contact Theo Baldwin at 859-445-3094 or TheoBaldwin@aol.com . A sign-up 
sheet will also be on the Information Table. 
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A Celebration of St. John’s Strategic Leadership Council (SLC)! 
 

As President of St. John’s 2016-17 Strategic Leadership Council and on behalf of all SLC members, I 
want to thank you, our congregation, for the support which you’ve given us as we’ve worked to guide our 
church toward its Vision and Mission.  We began our year with a day-long retreat last summer. We used 
the book Real Good Church by Rev. Molly Phinney Baskette as the guide for our discussions that day. Let 
me briefly describe the priorities for our work during this past year which resulted from those discussions. 
 

Priority 1: Extending an Extravagant Welcome to All Visitors - “making outsiders feel like insiders.” SLC 
worked hard at leading this effort at every church service and event. 
 

Priority 2: Creating a Balance Sheet. In the clear and organized budget which SLC has been able to 
present, you can see a very tangible result of this effort. 
 

Priority 3; Implementing First Friday Activities. We’re working to continue our Open Table but also to 
broaden its focus to a “Just for Them” - just for our community - event. 
 

Priority 4: Reviewing St. John Policies and Personnel/Committee Statements. We completed our 
review/update of all present church policies. Find them on our website. 
 

Priority 5: Becoming Totally TRANSPARENT With You, our congregation, about our work. We’ve invited 
you to all our meetings. We’ve put our meeting minutes on the website monthly. We’ve written articles for 
Prevues and made announcements during services. We’ve also been a part of quarterly luncheons held to 
keep you up-to-date about church finances. 
 

In conclusion I want to CELEBRATE all the wonderful work which each SLC member has contributed to 
the success of our 2016-17 year and to again CELEBRATE you, our congregation, for your support. 
 
 
 
Louise Hall, 2016-17 President 
for SLC Members: Steve Howes, President-
Elect; Theo Baldwin, Recording Secretary; 
Dale Sexton, Treasurer; Lonnie Fields and 
Melissa Stephens, Members-at-Large 
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THANK YOU - Broadway to Bellevue Variety Show 
On April 28th and 29th, we welcomed nearly 100 people to our variety show and preview night.  I want to 
thank everyone who worked on the planning committee, volunteered in many ways before and during the 
performances, showed off their talents by performing during the show, and those who supported St. John 
by attending the show or preview night.  A special thanks to Melissa Stephens for her Steve Martin 
impressions as the show emcee!  
It’s a huge undertaking to host a supper and variety show, and we gave everyone attending a fun and 
delicious experience. 
 

Mark your calendars for the next Variety Show and Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, October 7, with a 
preview night on October 6.  Theme TBA (clue: think something about the big screen & small screen) 
 

A few highlights of Broadway to Bellevue! 
 

    

  

 

 

 

Also, enjoy this video of Bennett Draper, our youngest performer, playing guitar at the show! 
https://www.facebook.com/CherieDraper/videos/10212489084320352/  
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Illumination Youth Ministries 
Farewell to Alicia Taylor-Byers 
 
May 16, 2017 
 

To the Youth Advisory Board and the congregations of: 
Christ Church, United Church of Christ – Ft. Thomas, KY 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) – Ft. Thomas, KY 
St. John United Church of Christ – Bellevue, KY 
 

I am writing this letter to inform you of my resignation from the position of Coordinator of the Illumination 
Youth Ministries. I informed the Youth Advisory Board of my decision to resign, and we have discerned 
together that my last day as Coordinator will be May 31, 2017. While I have made many great friendships, 
memories, and learned a great deal in ministry with the youth and partner congregations of Illumination 
Youth Ministries, I am looking forward to taking some time for vocational discernment and prayerfully 
consider the next steps of service to God and the church. 
 
I look back to my original commitment as a three month interim beginning in August of 2013, and reflect 
on how this ministry has given me the opportunity to lead the IYG youth through two trips to Pilgrim Hills 
for Fall Youth Event, two trips to the Montreat Youth Conference, as well as through two years and nine 
months of our regular seasonal programming. Throughout this time in ministry together we have 
experienced many rewards and challenges, and I am deeply grateful for the serving, learning, and loving 
of which this work has allowed me to be a part. 
 
I continue to value the beauty and integrity of our mission of “engaging middle 
school and high school youth in a vibrant ministry of fellowship, learning, 
worship, and service,” and I pray that I served it well. For me, without a doubt, 
the times of joy and growth far outweigh the times of grief and setbacks. I hope 
that as a member of Christ Church, UCC and as a friend to our partner 
congregations, I can continue to offer support and vision for the way our 
congregations engage and minister to and with our young people.       
 
With Great Love and God’s Grace and Peace, 
 
Alicia Taylor-Byers 
 
 

A Farewell Party for Alicia will be held on Tuesday, June 20th at 5:30p 
Christ Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas Avenue, Ft. Thomas, KY. 

Everyone is invited. 
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Welcome Nancy Bardgett, New Illumination Youth Ministries Director 
 

Nancy moved to Fort Thomas from St Louis, MO in 2000.  She has been 
married for 28 years to Mark Bardgett and has 3 sons--Caleb (26), Will 
(21), and Ben (20). 
 

She has been a member of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Fort Thomas for 17 years, and is an ordained elder in that church. Has 
been a volunteer leader in children and youth ministry at FCC for 17 
years, and has worked closely with Illumination Youth Ministries for the 
past two years. 
 

Nancy has a BS in Elementary and Special Education from University of 
Michigan—1984 and a Masters of Education from NKU-2008.  She has 
appproximately 30 years professional experience in special education 
and disability related services, including ten years as a special education 
teacher at Highlands High School in Fort Thomas. Retired in 2015. 
 

Recipient of the Golden Apple Award-Northern Kentucky, for Excellence in Teaching 2014. 
 

Currently employed (part-time) bas a University Supervisor (mentoring new teachers) for University of the 
Cumberlands, and as a substitute teacher in the Fort Thomas Independent Schools. 
 
We welcome Nancy as our new Illumination Youth Ministries Director beginning on June 1st.  Please 
continue to pray for Illumination Youth Ministries and the Youth Advisory Board (YAB). 
 
YAB Members: 
Ryan Taylor- Byers RyanTaylorByers@gmail.com - 859.609.1743 
Karakay Kivaly Rev@ftthomasdisciples.com - 859.441.8658 
Keith M Haithcock Pastor@StJohnChurch.net  - 859.261.2066 ext. 202 
Jeff Draper NewOrleans2415@yahoo.com  - 425.905.0827 
Nancy Bardgett  Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com  - 859.466.6946 
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An Invitation for all ILLUMINATIONS Youth 
and Adults from their Churches to  

Participate in a Mini (One Day) Mission Trip To 
MILESTONES INC., 

A Therapeutic Horsemanship Facility 
 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE:  YOUTH (who have completed 6th grade, and older) 
                                            ADULTS from any of congregations who are sending youth 
 

WHERE: Milestones Inc., located at 12372 Riggs Road in Independence, KY 
               Milestones is a non-profit organization that provides individuals with disabilities the        
               opportunity to develop skills and increase psychological, physical, and cognitive  
               function through therapeutic horsemanship. 
  
WHEN:  Saturday, June 10th, 9AM-5PM (if carpooling, meet at First Christian Church, Fort     
              Thomas at 8:15 AM) 
              Rain Date will be Saturday, June 24th 
 

WHAT:  Youth and Adults will work together in “crews” to repair and paint fences. 
 

WHAT ELSE: Breakfast and lunch will be provided.  During the lunch break, riders, trainers, 
                       and horses will give a demonstration of some of the activities that take place 
                       at Milestones. 
 

CONTACT:    The pastor of your church or your church office to sign up. 
                       We will need an email address and phone number from you. 
                       Volunteer releases, a health information form, and other information 
                       will be emailed to you, or will be sent to you via your church. 
                       The Sign Up Deadline is Sunday, May 21st. 
                       You can also contact Nancy Bardgett at Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com  
                       with questions or to sign up. 
 

This is meant to be an INTERGENERATIONAL experience.  Towards that end, we are hoping that each 
congregation will send AT LEAST one adult for each youth that is attending.   
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Blessings to those who are celebrating this month! 
 

June Birthdays 
 3 Diane Cottingham 
 5 Scott LeCates 
 6 Dale Sexton 
 18 Louise Hall 
 19 Brenda Fauber 
 23  Sue Jelinek 
 27 Theo Baldwin 
 29 Jessica Imberg 

June Anniversaries 
1 Brenda & Gil Fauber 
14 Tim Dutey & Michael Anderson 
18 Ed & Carol Stitt 
27 Steve & Cathy Howes 

 

 

St. John Financial & Attendance for May   
 Offering Total:  $10,296  
 Worship Attendance Average:  59  
 

 

Summer St. John Office Hours – June/July/August 
Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant, will be in the office 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the following 
dates: 
 Monday June 5 and Friday June 9 
 Monday June 12 and Tuesday June 13 
 Tuesday June 20 and Wednesday June 21 
 Tuesday June 27 and Wednesday June 28 
  

 Wednesday July 5  
 Thursday July 13 and Friday July 14 
 Tuesday July 18 and Wednesday July 19 
 Tuesday July 25 and Wednesday July 26 
  

 Tuesday August 1 and Friday August 4 
 Tuesday August 8 and  Wednesday August 9 
 Tuesday August 22 and Wednesday August 23 
 Tuesday August 29 and Wednesday August 30 
 

Linda Schuster, Data Coordinator, will be in the office 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the following dates: 
 Tuesday August 15 and Wednesday August 16 
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Pastor Out of the Office 
Pastor Keith will be on vacation June 22nd thru June 28th.  June 30th thru July 4th Pastor Keith will be away 
at the UCC General Synod in Baltimore, MA. followed by vacation July 5th through 12th (including the 
Independence Day holiday).  If there is a pastoral need, hospitalization, or death, please leave a voice 
mail at 859.261.2066 extension 202 with full details, including phone numbers.  Voice mail will be checked 
several times a day. The Pastor-On-Call will be contacted as soon as possible.  If there is a critical 
emergency or death, Pastor Keith will be contacted. 
 

 

June Calendar 
 
Thursday, June 1st  
 10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,  

  Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas  
2:00p  Outreach Missions Group, Rm 102 
6:00p  Bellevue Band cooking class 

fundraiser, kitchen 
Sunday, June 4th  
 9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class 

10:30a Pentecost Sunday (WEAR RED) 
Worship with Communion & sign 
interpretation, Sanctuary 
Acts 2.1-21 

Monday, June 5th  
 5:30p Pastor Relations Committee, Rm 102 
Tuesday, June 6th 
 6:30p Bad Girls of the Bible discussion, Rm 

102 
Wednesday, June 7th        

7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, June 8th      
 10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,  

  Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas  
3:00p  Riverside Prayer Group, Rm 102 
7:00p  NKY Pride Interfaith Service, First 

Christian Church Covington 
Saturday, June 10th  
 ����DEADLINE for July Prevues 
 9:00a Illuminations Youth Mission Trip 
  12372 Riggs Rd. Independence KY  

 
Sunday, June 11th         
 9:00a Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
  LL100  
 9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class 

10:30a GRADUATES RECOGNITION 
Sunday Worship, Sanctuary 
Sermon:  “This is Good”  
Genesis 1.1-2.4a 

12:00p Northern Kentucky Pride Festival, 
 Goebel Park 501 Philadelphia St, 

Covington, KY 41011 
Tuesday, June 13th     

1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
4:30p Pastor-President Meeting, Rm 102 

 6:30p Bad Girls of the Bible discussion, Rm 
102 

Wednesday, June 14th       
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministry 
 Christ Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas Ave. 

Thursday, June 15th        
 8:15a Staff Meeting, Rm 101  
 10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 

 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
 6:30p Bad Girls of the Bible discussion, Rm 

102 
Sunday, June 18th     

9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 
 10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
  Sermon: “Sarah Laughed” 
  Genesis 18.1-15 (21.1-7) 
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Tuesday, June 20th       
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries 

Coordinator Alicia Taylor Byer Farewell 
Party, Christ Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
Ave. Ft. Thomas, KY 

Wednesday, June 21st    
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, June 22nd      
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
5:30p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102 

Saturday, June 24th         
 9:00a Rain date –  
  Illuminations Youth Mission Trip 

 12372 Riggs Rd. Independence KY 
11:30a Senior Meal, LL100 
12:00p Cincinnati Pride Festival, 
 Sawyer Point 

Sunday, June 25th         
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102 

 10:30a Sunday Worship, Sanctuary  
  Sermon: “Daring Discipleship” 
  Matthew 10.24-39 

Wednesday, June 28th      
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 

Thursday, June 29th      
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor, 
 Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas 
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St. John 
 

 

 
 

520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073 
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net 

Facebook.com/StJohnUCC 
 

MINISTERS 
The whole congregation 

 

PASTOR 
The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher 

(Typical Office Hours: Tues. & Weds 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 
– Always available by appointment – 

Pastor@StJohnChurch.net  
    

VOLUNTEER IN RESIDENCE CLERGY 
The Reverend Sue Jelinek, Chaplain in Residence 

sue.jelinek@cchmc.org 
 

PROFESSIONAL & SUPPORT STAFF 
Steve Milloy, Keyboard Musician and Choir Director 

smilloy738@aol.com 
 

Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 
(Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 

Office@StJohnChurch.net 
 

Linda Schuster, Data Coordinator 
Data@StJohnChurch.net  

 

Nancy Bardgett, Illumination Youth Ministries Director 
Nancy.Bardgett@gmail.com 859.466.6946 

 

Luis Hernandez, House Keeper 
(Cleaning Hours: Fridays 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. & Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.) 

 

STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (SLC) 
Louise Hall, President - wlmm372@hotmail.com - 513.481.5917 

Steve Howes, President Elect - howesfam5@aol.com - 859.279.3407 
Theo Baldwin, Recording Secretary - TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493 
Dale Sexton, Treasurer - Treasurer@StJohnChurch.net - 859.581.0493 
Lonnie Fields, Member-at-Large - FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303 

Melissa Stephens, Member-at-Large - Melissasuestephens@gmail.com - 859.802.2745 
   

OUTREACH MISSIONS GROUP (OMG) 
Email: OMG@StJohnChurch.net 
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide 

outreach to the following organizations: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
             Washington   

 
 

                             Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

 
 
 

              Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                  
                                                    Durban, South Africa 

 

           Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa 
 


