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SUNDAYS @ ST. JOHN

WEEKLY BIBLE ENCOUNTER
An encounter for Adults and Youth on
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. Room 102
The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is:
To encounter the Bible through prayer, reading, study,
scholarship and inquisitive community.
Led by a team of clergy on a rotating schedule.
Invite a friend to come with you! Previous Bible
knowledge or experience is not required.

Sunday Worship in February @ 10:30 a.m.
Pre-service Preparation Music begins at 10:20 a.m.

Sermons:

•
•
•
•

February 5th Keith M. Haithcock, “Restoring Beauty”, Matthew 5.13-20
February 12th Keith M. Haithcock, “From the Heart”, Matthew 5.21-37
February 19th Keith M. Haithcock, “Expanding Boundaries”, Matthew 5.38-48
February 36th Keith M. Haithcock, “Dazzling Reign”, Matthew 17.1-9
Read the lesson for the day.
Invite a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you.
Pray for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship.
Enhance your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you.

Neighbors, Members, Regular Attendees, Friends and All are Invited to…

Kids Konnection
Sundays at 10:30a (grades 1st thru 5th)
A multi-age-level interactive class that meets on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of each month.
Classes help kids learn about God's love and the Bible lessons about Jesus.
A criminal background check for leaders is required and two adults are always present in class.
Contact Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or call 859.261.2066.

Items for the Prevues, monthly e-newsletter, are due on the 10th of the prior month.
March items are due February 10th.
All repeat items should be revised monthly.
Email items for Prevues to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net.
Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays. Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
Editor: Keith M. Haithcock; Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings
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From the Corner - The Season of Love
By Rev. Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor and Teacher

Often we think that the opposite of love is hate and yet in reality the
opposite of love is fear. The fear of what is unknown or unfamiliar to
us may lead us to hate unless we are open to seeking understanding
and to know with whom or what we are unacquainted.
Some say that our world hates more today than ever. I don’t believe
that is true. However, I do believe that we express hate more openly
today than in the past. That said, we must remember that our past
only goes back so far. In my personal past experience we were a
more polite society and yet fear and hate was still alive and well.
Some would have us believe that speaking their minds and
expressing their fear and hate is a push back against political
correctness. I would say that not using hateful language and
showing respect for all is not political correctness, but rather basic
human civility in an effort to reduce fear and hate. The language that
we use has the power to move us toward more hate or move us
toward more love.
The Power of Hate

LOVE
is patient
is kind
it does not envy
it is not proud
it is not rude
it is not self-seeking
it is not easily angered
keeps no record of wrongs
does not delight in evil
rejoices with the truth
always protects
always trusts
always hopes
always perseveres
never fails
1 Corinthians 13.4-8a

Peter W. Marty in Christian Century magazine says, “Much of the explosion of hate in America is directly
connected to the skill with which hate-filled individuals and groups use the Internet to acquire followers,
masquerade as policy think tanks, and raise significant dollars. More than 300,000 members are now
registered at the largest white supremacist forum, Stormfront. The market infiltration of racist video games
like Ethnic Cleansing, in which players control a neo-Nazi figure tasked with killing black, Latino, and
Jewish ‘enemies,’ helps lead players into bigoted ideologies.”
The Power of Love
Jesus says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” and “…Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you” (Matthew 22.39; Luke 6.27).
Proverbs 10.12 says, “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.” The author of 1 John 2.9 says,
“Whoever says, ‘I am in the light,’ while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness.”
To get from hate to love we must let go of fear. Again the author of 1 John 4.18-19 says, “There is no fear
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because God first loved us.”
In this season of love let us love our neighbors in Bellevue and beyond; people of all
colors, religions, political parties, nationalities, physical abilities, emotional abilities, social
abilities, mental abilities, genders, and sexualities. Everyone. Letting go of fear and
seeking love. Happy Valentine’s Day!
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SOUPER Bowl Sunday
February 5th, 2017
Souper Bowl Sunday is here. Last year St. John UCC
collected $175.00 and 260 items of food that
were donated to Hosea House in Newport. St. John
UCC has been participating in this charity for the past 12
years, collecting a total of 2.5 thousand dollars and 386
food items.
Our members and guests are very charitable and we
would like to keep this tradition. We usually have about 60 people in church on any given Sunday (at
least). If each man, women and child could donate at least 5 cans of soup and $3.00 we would
op last year’s collection. Look for the card table in the back of the church with a soup pot on it.
I was hungry and you gave me food.
Matthew 25:35

Blessing Bags
Helping the Homeless
St. John Church Outreach Missions Group (OMG) has
assembled “Blessing Bags” to hand out to people who are
less fortunate -- folks on the corners that we see all the
time as we drive around town. Instead of giving money, we
will be offering these bags which contain: socks, gloves,
water, some food items (snack bars, fruit cup), etc. We
hope to be able to continue this mission throughout the year; so items may change from time to time,
depending on donations.
OMG wants to encourage each of you to take as many bags as you would like. The cost of the bags
together is paid through the Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund.
For more information please contact Willie Tackett willtackett@gmail.com or 859.468.8739 or Bruce Horn
bbobby55@gmail.com or 513.608.5331

Thank you…
to all who donated to:
Hurricane Matthew fund $459.50 and
The Christmas Fund $697
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Our next opportunity to support
United Church of Christ missions is on Sunday, March 26th
One Great Hour of Sharing special mission offering
Go to http://www.ucc.org/oghs for more information

Melissa Artopoeus and
Pastor Keith M. Haithcock
Mission Coordinators
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2017 Lenten Study
Half Truths
God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and
Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say
By Adam Hamilton
A Five-Week study group
for Youth & Adults
Wednesdays:
March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Room 102 (Lounge)
Facilitator: Keith Haithcock
Each session will last up to 2 hours and include Bible study, book discussion, engaging DVD clips, and
community building.
True or false:
1. Everything happens for a reason.
2. God helps those who help themselves.
3. God won’t give you more than you can handle.
4. God said it, I believe it that settles it.
5. Love the sinner, hate the sin.
All true? Not so fast. We’ve heard these phrases all of our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s new book, Half
Truths, you’ll learn that although they capture some element of truth, when compared to the wisdom found
in Scripture, they’re really just popular sayings.
Order book by February 19, 2017 at the Welcome Table in the rear of the Sanctuary or online at
https://stjohnchurch.net/pastors-book-club. Payment ($16, subject to change) must accompany your book
order. Make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ. Memo: Lenten Study.
Watch the promo video at: https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501813870/half-truths/

All Ushers/Greeters Training
February 5th after worship in room 102. A light snack will be provided.
Please join in this vital ministry of Extravagant Welcome at St. John. If you
have served for many years there is new information for you. If you are
interested in joining the team, please come to learn more about it.

St. John Financial & Attendance for January
Offering Total: $14,842
Worship Attendance Average: 64
5

2016 Report
Pastor’s Discretionary Assistance Fund
-Helping those in needYour over-and-above gift to the PDAF goes to those in our
congregation and community who are in need of
food, housing, utilities and amenities.














99 personal contacts made
23 persons served (3 church members/attendees)
103 Kroger Food Card assistance
4 Food bags assistance
2 Utilities (Gas & Electric) assistance
1 Christmas Family
1 Gasoline assistance
1 Senior Meal Raffle Gift
1 Medication assistance
1 Rent assistance
Countless referrals and consultations
Prayers and Pastoral contact offered

There were 31 people who gave to the PDAF: total income $4,007.46, total expenses $2,480.00, end of
the year balance that rolls over to 2017 $1,527.46.
Thank you to those who gave to the PDAF. Your gifts help our neighbors and changes lives.
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these…you did it to me.”

Matthew 25.40

Pastor Keith M. Haithcock

Recent Memorial Fund Gifts
In Memory of Lucille Davis – Judy Weiss
In Memory of Jonathon Thomas – Marlene & Tom Vossmeyer
In Memory of Alice Jean Rowland – Pat & Charles Giglia, Debbie & Dan Cummings

Blessings to those who are celebrating this month!
February Birthdays
2 Tim Crouch
4 Susan Colding
5 Gloria Lauder
7 Kathy Barnard

14 Fred Hoeweler
19 Patsy Bundy
Mary Ann Reilly
23 Ken Rose
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To my wonderful St. John family:
Thank you, thank you for the lovely gift I received from you this year.
You don't know how much you mean to me as part of my family and part
of my life. May you be blessed in 2017 and all your days.
Steve Milloy, Keyboard Musician and Choir Director
To everyone at St. John,
I am very appreciative of the Christmas gift that I received from you, it means a lot to me. I am also very
happy to be a small part of St. John.
Happy New Year! Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
Dear St. John,
The Taylor-Byers family thanks you from the bottom of our hearts for the
generous Christmas gift that arrived in our mailbox from your congregation this December. It enabled us
to celebrate the season a little more richly at a time of year that finds our pocketbook a little thin. More
importantly, it conveyed your love and support for the ministry that we do with our Illumination community
— and your support gives us strength and courage to do meaningful and transformative work with youth
all year long. We were deeply touched by your thoughtfulness and generosity.
In Peace, Alicia Taylor-Byers, Interim Illumination Youth Ministries Coordinator
To all the St John Family:
Thank you very much for the generous Christmas gift. St John has been a wonderful place to work. I
enjoy being a part of the communication team.
Blessings, Linda Schuster, Data Coordinator
Hello everyone my name is Luis Hernandez, I'm the guy that keeps this beautiful church clean.
I just wanted to say thank you so much for everything that you did for me and my family this past
Christmas. I am happy and blessed to be part of this church. I want to point out one beautiful thing
Pastor Keith says all the time at worship that is beautiful to me and my family “No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey you are welcome to this church”.
Thank you for love of my family, and for my Christmas gift. It was a beautiful gift and came at the right
moment because we moved to a new home and needed to buy things for the house. Thank you so much.
Hernandez family, House Keeper
I want to thank everyone in the congregation who shared a Christmas gift with me. Each gift is cherished
as I know they represent love, care, thanks and appreciation. I hope every one of you know how much I
love, care for, give thanks to God for you and appreciate you. Merry Christmas and blessings for the new
year of ministry together.
Keith Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher
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February Calendar
Wednesday, February 1st
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries Sr. High &
Middle School, yoga, dinner servedChrist Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas Ave.
6:00p Stewardship Meeting, Rm 102
Thursday, February 2nd
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
2:00p Outreach Missions Group, Rm 102
3:15p Youth Advisory Board, Christ Church
15 S. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Friday, February 3rd
8:00p Music on the Avenue, Sanctuary
Sunday, February 5th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class
10:30a Worship with Communion & sign
interpretation, Sanctuary
Sermon: “Restoring Beauty”
Matthew 5.13-20
11:30a Usher/Greater Training, Rm 102
Tuesday, February 7th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
Wednesday, February 8th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
Thursday, February 9th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
3:00p Riverside Prayer Group, Rm 102
5:15p Youth Advisory Board, Christ Church
15 S. Ft. Thomas
7:00p Kids Konnection Mtg. Rm 102
Friday, February 10th
DEADLINE for March Prevues items
8:00p Music on the Avenue, Sanctuary
Sunday, February 12th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203

9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon: “From the Heart”
MATTHEW 5.21-37
10:40a Kids Konnection, Rm 202
Tuesday, February 14th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
4:30p Pastor/President Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
Wednesday, February 15th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
Thursday, February 16th
8:15a Staff Meeting, Rm 101
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
Friday, February 17th
8:00p Music on the Avenue, Sanctuary
Sunday, February 19th
DEADLINE to register and order your
Lenten Study Book
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm
10210:30a Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon: "EXPANDING BOUNDARIES”
Matthew 5.38-48
10:40a Kids Konnection, Rm 202
Tuesday, February 21st
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
5:30p Illumination Youth Ministries Sr. High &
Middle School, bowling, dinner servedChrist Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203
Wednesday, February 22nd
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
Thursday, February 23rd
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
5:30p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102
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Friday, February 24th
8:00p Music on the Avenue, Sanctuary
Saturday, February 25th
11:30a Senior Meal, LL100
Sunday, February 26th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon: "DAZZLING REIGN”
Matthew 17.1-9

Tuesday, February 28th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
5:00p Illumination Youth Ministries Mardi
Gras Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 203

700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
www.openandaffirming.org
office@openandaffirming.org
216-736-3228

January 19, 2017
Dear Friends of the Coalition,
On behalf of the Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ, I’m writing to personally
thank you for your generous total gift of $525 which we received in 2016.
Friends, the United Church of Christ is today a very different place because of the Coalition, and because
of faithful leaders like you. However, we’re not at the end of our journey. The years to come will present
us with new opportunities to proclaim in word and action the Gospel of God’s gracious and all-embracing
love for humanity, for each of us Thank you for helping us move with confidence into that future. With
supporters like you, the future of LGBTQ ministry and advocacy in this world is bright.
Yours in Christ,
Andrew G. Lang
Executive Director

St. John
Welcoming strangers, aliens, refugees,
immigrants and everyone since 1887
CELEBRATING 130 YEARS
Click here http://www.ucc.org/justice_immigration_worship_biblical-references-to
for Biblical references to immigrants, refugees, strangers and aliens.
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Save the Date
Illumination Youth Ministries schedule through June:
Wednesday, February 1st 5:30-7:30p
5:30-7:30p
Tuesday, February 21st
th
Tuesday, February 28
5:00-7:00p

Youth Group & Yoga-- dinner included
Youth Group Bowling
Mardi Gras Shrove Pancake Supper at Christ Church.
All proceeds go to Illumination!
st
Tuesday, March 21
5:00-7:00p Youth Group Service project TBD
th
5:00-7:00p Youth Group Activity TBD
Tuesday, April 18
rd
Wednesday, May 3
5:00-7:00p Youth Group
th
Tuesday, May 16
5:00-7:00p Youth Group Activity TBD
th
th
June 4 -10 , Montreat Youth Conference

Our Whole Lives (OWL)
Sexuality Education Program
for Grades 7-9
Held at First United Church of Christ
5808 Glenview Ave, Cincinnati (College Hill)
The course, which is roughly slated to begin March 19 and run through mid-June, aims to unify parents,
faith leaders, and our communities as we face the challenge of creating environments that support and
nurture sexual health. It offers young people a sexuality education that models and teaches caring,
compassion, respect, and justice. It is holistic, moving beyond the intellect to address attitudes, values,
and feelings that youth have about themselves and the world.
If you are interested in having your child participate in 7-9 Grade OWL 2017:
Please attend the parent orientation on
Sunday, March 5th from Noon to 2:00 p.m.
At the orientation you will have lunch (probably pizza) with the parents of the other kids who will be in your
child’s group. You will meet the leaders who will be teaching the course, and learn the session topics and
philosophy and assumptions of the curriculum. You will also get the course schedule and have input if
changes need to be made.
The class will usually meet 2-3 Sundays a month from 11:30-2:00 p.m.
**Please RSVP to Pastor Dan at danweyandgeise@gmail.com or
Illumination Youth Ministries Coordinator, Alicia Byers at aliciataylorbyers@gmail.com
Supported by Illumination Youth Ministries
and
Recommended by Pastor Keith M. Haithcock
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Variety Shows in 2017
St. John continues its tradition of food & fun with our fundraiser Variety Shows and Spaghetti
suppers! Many at St. John contribute their time & talent to this fundraiser's success -- on the stage, in the
kitchen, or as a volunteer!
Mark your calendars now! Show themes are TBA! Friday evening shows will be a dessert & preview, and
Saturday evening will be a full show with supper.
• Friday & Saturday, April 28th and 29th
• Friday & Saturday, October 6th and 7th
Planning is taking place now. If you'd like to help out in any way, please contact Theo Baldwin,
theobaldwin@aol.com or 859-581-0493.

Rummage Sale 2017 - A Way to Serve and Sustain
The rummage sales at St. John Church are an important outreach to those in our community who need
household and clothing items, and a significant fundraiser for the Church’s Mission and Ministry Action
Plan (MMAP) – annual budget. The rummage sales are the most noteworthy fundraiser of the
congregation that subsidizes the MMAP and a substantial effort to achieve the goal of eliminating our
annual financial deficit. Thus, it is vital that we have a number of people helping with this effort. If you are
interested in helping in any way with the 2017 rummage sales please contact Dale Clark directly at
513.673.4260 or Dale@dsp.org and he can fill you in on what is needed.
The Stewardship Committee (Melissa Stephens, Dale Clark and Keith Haithcock) and the Strategic
Leadership Council (SLC) are working diligently to communicate ways in which we may achieve our goal
of eliminating the annual financial deficit and achieve our Mission and Ministry Action Plan for 2016-17.
The only way this will happen is for the congregation to step up and help with such efforts as the rummage
sale.
Save the Date: May 13th from 8:00a to 1:00p. (Dates and hours for sorting and organizing sale items will
be during the week prior to the sale – details forthcoming. Sorting is a primary way in which to help.)
We are NOT collecting sale items at this time. Please do not bring sale items to the Church house until
we announce the dates to do so. Box your sale items and hold them at your home. We do not have
available space for storage. Thank you.

An Official Call to the Annual Congregational Meeting 2017
The Annual Congregational meeting will be on Sunday, May 21st at 11:30 a.m. (following
worship). All members of St. John United Church of Christ are encouraged to attend.
Guests and visitors are welcome.
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St. John
520 Fairfield Ave. Bellevue, Kentucky 41073
859.261.2066 | www.StJohnChurch.net
Facebook.com/StJohnUCC
MINISTERS
The whole congregation
PASTOR
The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher
(Typical Office Hours: Tues. & Weds 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)
– Always available by appointment –
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net
VOLUNTEER IN RESIDENCE CLERGY
The Reverend Sue Jelinek, Chaplain in Residence
sue.jelinek@cchmc.org
PROFESSIONAL & SUPPORT STAFF
Steve Milloy, Keyboard Musician and Choir Director
smilloy738@aol.com
Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
(Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)
Office@StJohnChurch.net
Linda Schuster, Data Coordinator
Data@StJohnChurch.net
Alicia C. Taylor-Byers, Interim Illumination Youth Ministries Coordinator
aliciataylorbyers@hotmail.com 859.609.0814
Luis Hernandez, House Keeper
(Cleaning Hours: Fridays 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. & Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)
STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (SLC)
Louise Hall, President - wlmm372@hotmail.com - 513.481.5917
Steve Howes, President Elect - howesfam5@aol.com - 859.279.3407
Theo Baldwin, Recording Secretary - TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493
Dale Sexton, Treasurer - Treasurer@StJohnChurch.net - 859.581.0493
Lonnie Fields, Member-at-Large - FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303
Melissa Stephens, Member-at-Large - Melissasuestephens@gmail.com - 859.802.2745
OUTREACH MISSIONS GROUP (OMG)
Email: OMG@StJohnChurch.net
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St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide
outreach to the following organizations:

Washington
Cincinnati, Ohio

Our Church’s Wider Mission

Durban, South Africa

Rubate Hospital - Kenya Africa
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