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About the 2016/17  

Spiritual Growth Series 
St. John United Church of Christ: 

"A Place of Learning" 
 

 

Welcome! 
The purpose of the Spiritual Growth 
Series is to encourage each member, 
guest and friend of St. John Church 
to listen for the word of God through 
faithful study of the Bible, prayer, 
service and experience.   
By gathering together in small groups 
throughout the year we meet new 
friends and strengthen relationships 
with one another and with God.  We 
also build a sturdy foundation that 
enables each person to ask the hard 
questions, struggle with the difficulties and joys of life, engage in 
dialogue and respond faithfully to things that really matter.   
If you have a topic, book of the Bible, service project, or book 
you would like to suggest for a future study please contact me. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey you are 
welcome and invited to these spiritual growth opportunities at 
St. John United Church of Christ. 
 

For more information about the series or financial assistance to 
participate in one or more of the opportunities contact 

Pastor and Teacher, Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor@StJohnChurch.net 
Admin. Assist. to the Pastor, Debbie Cummings, Office@StJohnChurch.net 
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STATEMENTS OF ST. JOHN CHURCH 
 

Vision Statement 
We are a source of hope and opportunity  

for people who need us. 
The community understands us  

the way we understand ourselves. 
Our ministry is open, accessible, and inviting in ways that 

encourage all members of the community 
to use their gifts in ministry. 

 

Adopted by Church Council June 2012 

 

Mission Statement 
Our caring congregation feeds the spiritual and physical 

needs of the community. 
 

Adopted by Church Council June 2012 

 

Open and Affirming Statement 
We, the members of St. John United Church of Christ, 

declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. 
We know that as the Church we are many members, 

but one body in Christ.  With Christ we affirm that we are called 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, and that we are called 

to act as agents of reconciliation and wholeness 
within the world and within the church itself. 

We pledge to welcome people of all races, ages, abilities, 
ethnicities, socio-economic levels, sexual orientations and 
gender identities into the full life and ministry of the church. 

We affirm and celebrate all loving and committed relationships.  
We seek actively to include and support those who because of 

fear and prejudice find themselves in exile from a spiritual 
community.  We commit ourselves to caring and concern for all. 

 

Adopted by the congregation November 2003  



Fall 2016 
Pastor’s Book Club 
Falling Upward – A Spirituality for 
the Two Halves of Life 
By Richard Rohr 
 

Discussion time will be set by 
those who order books.  
 

Facilitator: Keith Haithcock 
 

Order book by September 18 at 
the Welcome Table in the rear of 

the Sanctuary or online at https://stjohnchurch.net/pastors-book-
club.  Payment ($11) must accompany your book order. Make 
checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ. Memo: Fall 
Book Club.   
 

In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly preoccupied with 
establishing our identities – climbing, achieving, and performing. But those 
concerns will not serve us as we grow older and begin to embark on a 
further journey, one that involves challenges, mistakes, loss of control, 
broader horizons, and necessary suffering that shocks us out of our comfort 
zones. Eventually, we need to see ourselves in a different and more life-
living way. This message of ‘falling down’ – that is in fact moving upward – 
is the most resisted and counterintuitive of messages in the world’s 
religions, including and most especially Christianity. In Falling Upward, 
Father Richard Rohr offers a new paradigm for understanding one of the 
most profound of life’s mysteries: how our failing can be the foundation for 
our ongoing spiritual growth. Drawing on the wisdom from time-honored 
myths, heroic poems, great thinkers, and sacred religious texts, the author 
explores the two halves of life to show that those who have fallen, failed, or 
‘gone down’ are the only ones who understand ‘up’. We grow spiritually 
more by doing it wrong that by doing it right. 
 

For more information call 859.261.2066 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.  
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2016 Advent Study 
Names for the Messiah 
by Walter Brueggemann 
 

A Devotional Study  
for individuals, partners, and small 
groups during the four weeks of 
Advent, Sunday, Nov. 27 through 
Sunday, Dec. 18, 2016. 
 

Order your book by November 6  
at the Welcome Table or online at 
https://stjohnchurch.net/pastors-

book-club.  Payment ($10) must accompany your book order. 
Make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ. 
Memo: Advent Study.   
 

Information: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or 859.261.2066, ext. 202. 
  

Self-led Study Groups: Individuals, partners or small groups 
will form on their own and pick a day/time that works for them for 
each of the four weeks of Advent. Names for the Messiah, will be 
the text for the study. One chapter will be discussed each week. 
Each chapter provides questions and prayers. Partners and 
groups may meet in homes, coffee shops, or other locations. 
Individuals may also participate in the study on their own. 
 

In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal 
titles – Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
and Prince of Peace. Christians have claimed that Jesus was the 
Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. In this study, best seller 
author, Walter Brueggemann (United Church of Christ ordained 
minister and scholar), tackles the questions: What were these 
expectations? And Did Jesus fulfill them?  
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2017 Lenten Study 

Half Truths 
God Helps Those Who Help 
Themselves and Other Things the 
Bible Doesn’t Say 
By Adam Hamilton 
 

A Five-Week study group 
for Youth & Adults 
 

Wednesdays:  
March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Room 102 (Lounge) 

 

Facilitator: Keith Haithcock 
 

Each session will last up to 2 hours and include Bible study, 
book discussion, engaging DVD clips, and community building. 

True or false:  
1. Everything happens for a reason.  
2. God helps those who help themselves.  
3. God won’t give you more than you can handle.  
4. God said it, I believe it, that settles it.  
5. Love the sinner, hate the sin.  

All true? Not so fast. We’ve heard these phrases all of our lives, but in 
Adam Hamilton’s new book, Half Truths, you’ll learn that although they 
capture some element of truth, when compared to the wisdom found in 
Scripture, they’re really just popular sayings. 
 

Order book by February 19, 2017 at the Welcome Table in the rear 

of the Sanctuary or online at https://stjohnchurch.net/pastors-book-club.  
Payment ($16, subject to change) must accompany your book order. Make 
checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ. Memo: Lenten Study.   
 

Watch the promo video at: 
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501813870/half-truths/  
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Spring 2017 

Pastor’s Book Club  
Bad Girls of the Bible – 
Exploring Women of 
Questionable Virtue 
By Barbara J. Essex 
 

Discussion/study times will be 
set between May 21 & June 30 
by those who order a book.  

 

Guest Facilitator: Rev Michelle L.Torigian, pastor of St. Paul 

United Church of Christ (UCC)-Cincinnati.  Michelle’s writings can be found 
in There’s A Woman in the Pulpit (Skylight Paths Pub. 2015) and Sacred 
Habits: The Rise of the Creative Clergy (Noesis Press, 2016), Huffington 
Post Religion page, RevGalBlogPals, the UCC’s Daily Devotional and New 
Sacred and her blog michelletorigian.com. 
 

Order book by May 7 at the Welcome Table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary or online at https://stjohnchurch.net/pastors-book-
club.  Payment ($14 subject to change) must accompany your 
book order. Make checks payable to St. John United Church of 
Christ. Memo: Spring Book Club.   
 

“What word of encouragement, inspiration, and redemption could I glean 
from Eve, who was cast out of Paradise?  Or Potiphar’s wife, who falsely 
cried rape?  Or Lot’s wife, who was reduced to a lump of salt?  Or Jezebel, 
who was thrown from a window and devoured by dogs?  Or Sapphira, who 
was struck dead for stealing and lying?...Once I began to dig a little deeper, 
I found some nuggets of pure gold.” -From the Introduction 
 

Barbara J. Essex, ordained clergywoman in the UCC, brings to life the 
Bible’s “Bad Girls” – notorious women we love to hate.  Exploring lives filled 
with betrayal, deception, rejection, jealousy, and exploitation, Essex looks 
beyond the notoriety to show us women of exceptional boldness, courage, 
determination, and independence.  These stories tell us about women we 
know – women not that different from ourselves.   
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Weekly Bible Encounter 
 

A Bible Study for Youth and Adults 
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. Room 102 

 

The purpose of the 
Weekly Bible 
Encounter is 

to encounter the 
Bible through 

prayer, reading, 
study, scholarship 

and inquisitive 
community. 

 
No registration, no sign up, no commitment, no fee, no frills! 

Attend when you are able. 
 

Let's face it, for most of us we would not read the Bible at all 
if we didn't have a plan.  Well, here is your plan! 

 
Led by a team of preachers and teachers. 

 
Invite a friend to come with you!   

 
Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not required and 

Bibles are available. 
 

Everyone, members and guests, are always welcome at 
St. John United Church of Christ - a house of prayer for all. 
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Covenant 
Membership Classes 
 

(If these dates do not work for you please 
see the Pastor about an alternative date.) 
 

Winter 2016: 
Saturday, November 12   
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Spring 2017: 
Saturday, May 6 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Room 102 (Lounge) enter using the accessible door off the parking lot. 

Lunch ordered in from a local restaurant.  
Teacher: Pastor Keith Haithcock and others 
 

Topics include: 
Introduction to St. John United Church of Christ, Statement of Faith, 
Spirituality, Baptism, Holy Communion, the Bible, What we believe, What 
does it mean to be a disciple, the six marks of discipleship, and more. 
 

Becoming a member of the church is more 
than adding your name to a list.  It is a matter 
of faith and promise (covenant) with a local 
faith community and the universal church.  
Attending class does not mean you must join. 
The class may help you see if you are ready 
for this step in your faith journey.  
 

Registration deadline: Sunday before class date 
Register by using your Sunday Information Card, calling 
859.261.2066 or email: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.   
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Morning Prayer 
Every Wednesday at 7:42 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
In the Sanctuary 

 
Morning Prayer is a 25-minute period of guided prayer, 

intercessory prayer, meditation and silence using  
The Living Book of Daily Prayer (The Pilgrim Press) as a guide. 

 

Accessible door off the parking lot is open at 
7:30a.  Please enter the Sanctuary quietly. 

Begin your day with prayer. 
 

If you would like to know more about this ministry 
contact Pastor Keith at Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or 

859.261.2066, ext. 202. 
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Two 
Cents 
About Finances 
Free Workshop 
Coming in late April 2017 
 

Watch for date and time in your St. John United Church of Christ  
e-Weekly and monthly Prevues e-newsletter. 
 

A two-hour class covering budgeting, 
banking, how credit works, credit reviews, living 
within your means, generosity and charities, and 
preparing for major purchases. 

Facilitated by Financial Coaches of  
The Brighton Center Financial Services 

 
 
 
 
This workshop is for all members, regular attendees, 
friends, and neighbors of St. John United Church of Christ, 
Bellevue residents and everyone else who wants to learn 
about managing their finances.  Contact us to register.  
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Fall 2017 
Pastor’s Book Club 
Standing Naked Before God 
The Art of Public Confession 
By Molly Phinney Baskette 
 

Discussion/study times will be set 
in October 2017 by those who order 
books. 
 

Facilitator: Keith Haithcock 
 

Order book by September 17th 2017 at the Welcome Table in 
the rear of the Sanctuary or online at 
https://stjohnchurch.net/pastors-book-club.  Payment ($TBD) 
must accompany your book order. Make checks payable to St. 
John United Church of Christ. Memo: Winter Book Club.   
 

Liturgists and other worship leaders are encouraged to take 
part in this book club, however, the class is open to everyone.  
 

We suffer when we screw up, but we suffer doubly when we conceal 
our screwing up from each other and from ourselves. As the good 
folks in AA say, "we are only as sick as our secrets." 
We all like to think of ourselves as 'good people,' but that's only half 
the story--and to tell only half the story is to live only half our lives. 
Standing Naked Before God is a book about telling the whole story.  
The book is part how-to, part devotional reading, and part anthology 
of stories of personal loss, vulnerability, failure and redemption--
stories to make you laugh and cry in equal measure.  
This is a book for spiritual seekers of any stripe who love true stories, 
and who might be aching for a spiritual practice that will move them 
toward a wholehearted, vulnerable and fully integrated life. 
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