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WEEKLY BIBLE ENCOUNTER

An encounter for Youth and Adults
Sundays @ 9:00 a.m. Room 102

The purpose of the Weekly Bible Encounter is:
To encounter the Bible through prayer, reading, study,
scholarship and inquisitive community.

Led by a team of clergy on a rotating schedule.
Invite a friend to come with you! Previous Bible knowledge or experience is not required.

Sunday Worship @ 10:30 a.m.

Pre-service Preparation Music begins at 10:20 a.m.
October Sermons

October 2d Keith M. Haithcock, “FREE TO GRIEVE” — Psalm 137
October 9th Keith M. Haithcock, “Planting Life” — Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7
October 16t Keith M. Haithcock, “Ask BoLDLY, LIVE JUSTLY” — Luke 18.1-8
October 23rd Keith M. Haithcock, “JusT WORSHIP” — Luke 18.9-14
October 30th Keith M. Haithcock, “TRANSFORMING LOVE” — Luke 19.1-10

Read the lesson for the day.

Invite a friend, neighbor, or family member to come with you.

Pray for all who will attend, the pastor, and other leaders of worship.

Enhance your experience, sit toward the front and invite someone to sit with you.

Items for The e-Weekly are due electronically on Mondays.
Items for the Prevues, monthly e-newsletter, are due on the 10t of the prior month.
Email items for The e-Weekly and Prevues to Prevues@StJohnChurch.net.

Requests for the Prayer List are due on Mondays. Email to PrayerList@StJohnChurch.net.
Editor: Keith M. Haithcock, Publication Assistant: Debbie Cummings




October 10t deadline for blurbs for the November “Prevues” newsletter.
Please submit to: Prevues@StJohnChurch.net

Recent Memorial Fund Gifts e‘x

In Memory of Gary Scott from Melissa Artopoeus and Dale Clark
In Honor of Sandy and Bill Kerlin’s 50t anniversary from Melissa Artopoeus

Blessings to those who are celebrating this month!

October
5 Stan Bowling Troy Layton & «\(w Ay ’
Mitch Leigh Robert Portlock UZLVE
9 Donna Hoffman Dean & Carol Griffith
20 Audrey DuPuy Mark Behnken & Marc Bruin
24 Glenn Anderson 13 Dennis Sunderman & Jeff Carlisle
25 Tim Dutey 24 Theo Baldwin & Dale Sexton
26 Sally Sipperley
Troy Layton
28 Tristan Day
29 Stephen Howes
St. John Financial & Attendance for September
Offering Total: $11,213
Worship Attendance Average: 70
Year-to-date Worship Attendance Average: 70
Trick or Treat @ St. John

Join your St. John family to pass out candy for the
kiddies at the front steps at the church, Monday,
October 31t between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Come
either in a costume or not, your choice. We are in
need of candy donations for that spooky time of year,
yes Halloween. Come either in a costume or not, your
choice. If you can donate a bag of individually-
wrapped candy that would be very helpful. You can
drop donations in the box marked “Halloween” in the accessible entrance. If you would like to donate
cash or check (made payable to St. John UCC put Halloween candy in the memo) we will purchase
candy. Please submit checks no later than Sunday, October 231. If you have questions please contact
Jimmy Smith jtalk32@yahoo.com phone 859.468.2588 or Mitch Leigh mbleigh@hotmail.com phone
513.884.3195.




From the Corner: “Handling Snakes”
By Pastor Keith M. Haithcock

| was born in Kentucky and just before | entered second grade we moved to
southern Indiana where | grew up in a wonderful congregation of the Church of
God. The Church of God is a denomination grounded in the American holiness
movement which emerged in the mid to late 1800’s. There are many groups
who use the name Church of God within the holiness tradition, some
Pentecostal, some not. We were not Pentecostal. | remember my classmates
in Bible Club and Good News Club in High School would ask me, what is the
Church of God? s it Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian? | would say no, it is Church of God. Some would
ask, is it a “Bible believing” church? | would think to myself, don’t all churches believe in the Bible?

Others would ask, is it a “Born Again” church? Again, | would think, duh, aren’t all Christians born again?"

When we visited my grandmother, aunts, uncles and cousins in Kentucky we would worship in different
churches. One Sunday we stopped along the roadside and my parents dropped us kids off at a church
out in the country. | was the youngest sitting next to my older brothers and sister in the pew. It was a
small church building completely full of people. The music began and the shouting started. People were
swaying, shouting “Amen”, “Halleluiah”, “Praise the Lord” and clapping their hand — | was loving it! Finally
some life. Although my home church back in Indiana would occasionally shout out a “Praise the Lord”
there was no swaying and certainly no dancing. Halfway through the service my mother came in, slipped
up the side aisle and nabbed us children. | had no idea why we were leaving so early in the worship
service, but being the well-behaved child | was, | did what | was told. After some talk | found out my
parents had left me and my siblings in what was a “Snake-handling” church! | had heard of a “Bible

Believing” church and a “Born Again” church, but | had never heard of a “Snack Handling” church.

| love all of God’s creatures, reptiles included, but I'm not fond of snakes of any sort. I've learned that
when they bite, whether with fangs or words, they can be deadly.

Think of how better we would all be if we gave up on striking out like snakes and judging others and
instead focused on sharing the good news. Words of judgement do not motivate people to be become
right with God. Rather, they just bite and hurt so badly that those being judged run as far as they can from
church, seeking to find good news someplace else. And truth be told, judgmental “snake bites” drive
some to go as far as taking their own life. The Bible (any translation) says that we are not judge?, that’s
God’s role. We see only on the surface, but God knows sees the heart.3

Although handling snakes is not part of my spiritual practice, | do respect and love my sisters and brothers
who choose to worship this way as a testimony of their trust in God.* And | want to love my sisters and
brothers who might bite me and others with their judgement. But the best way | know how to handle
snakes is to love them as | love myself. Let’s stop striking out and biting those different from us and leave
judgement to the work of the Spirit.

1 John 3.3 born from above, born anew.
2 Matthew 7.1, Luke 6.37,

31 Samuel 16.7

4 Mark 16.17-18



Strategic Leadership Council (SLC) UPDATE

A long standing tradition of praise and worship
The music program at St. John United Church of Christ
.i =W

has a rich and enduring history. The choir, the musical
instruments and the talent of our members and leaders
creates a vibrant and diverse community. Recent

decisions made by the congregation and the Strategic

/1. F’

Leadership Council (SLC) support this ongoing tradition. P Tan - R
The approval of the 2016-2017 Mission and Ministry | ,__m _, -
Action Plan (MMAP) by the congregation at the Annual N s

Meeting in May allows for ongoing musical programming. Steve Milloy attended a choral reading session
led by prolific composer/arranger Mark Hayes in Columbus, OH, where he purchased several new pieces
of music for the choir. Also, Steve has combed through the existing music library for anthems long
overlooked or forgotten. Incorporating new pieces into the familiar repertoire energizes the choir and the
worship experience.

The St. John organ, much like our lovely aging building, is one of our greatest assets that needs frequent
attention and investment. The approved MMAP budgets three tunings of the pianos and organ to
preserve their quality. The organ, however, needs technical repair as it has not been serviced by a
technician since the mid-80s. Therefore, SLC approved the use of memorial funds to repair and replace
several of the pipes that have been dented or broken, and sticking keys due to normal age and wear-and-
tear.

Finally, the approved MMAP supports contracting with paid choir section leaders/soloists and guest
musicians for Christmas and Easter services as they contribute so significantly to worship services
throughout the liturgical year. St. John welcomes Brittney Hayes to the Alto section and Abby Sparks
returning to the Soprano section. The worship planning team is preparing for Advent and Christmas and
hoping that additional musicians will be a special part of the Christmas Eve service this year.

The Strategic Leadership Council celebrates with the congregation of St. John that we have so many
talented and willing musicians in our community. We believe that an ongoing commitment to the music
program is one of the things that makes St. John so extravagantly welcoming.

Louise Hall, President — wimm372@hotmail.com - 513.481.5917
Steve Howes, President Elect — howesfamb@aol.com 859.279.3407
Theo Baldwin, Recording Secretary — TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493
Dale Sexton, Treasurer — Treasurer@StJohnChurch.net - 859.581.0493
Lonnie Fields, Member-at-Large — FLDS7@aol.com - 513.324.9303
Melissa Stephens, Member-at-Large — Melissasuestephens@gmail.com - 859.802.2745




16/17 SPIRITUAL GROWTHSERIES

The purpose of the Spiritual Growth Series is to encourage each member, guest
and friend of St. John Church to listen for the word of God through faithful study
of the Bible, prayer, service and experience. By gathering together in small
groups throughout the year we meet new friends and strengthen relationships
with one another and with God. We also build a sturdy foundation that enables
each person to ask the hard questions, struggle with the difficulties and joys of
life, engage in dialogue and respond faithfully to things that really matter. Check
out the first offering of the 2016/17 series:

2016 Advent Study

8 Names for the Messiah
{ by Walter Brueggeman

| A Devotional Study
! forindividuals, partners, and small groups during the four weeks of Advent,
= Sunday, November 27t through Sunday, December 18t, 2016.

Order your book by November 6th

at the Welcome Table or online at https:/stiohnchurch.net/pastors-book-
M E S S [A H club. Payment ($10) must accompany your book order. Make checks
payable to St. John United Church of Christ. Mark memo: “Advent Study”.

Information: Pastor@StJohnChurch.net or 859.261.2066, ext. 202.

AN An\, ENT STum'

Self-led Study Groups: Individuals, partners or small groups will form on their own and pick a day/time that
works for them for each of the four weeks of Advent. Names for the Messiah, will be the text for the study.
One chapter will be discussed each week. Each chapter provides questions and prayers. Partners and
groups may meet in homes, coffee shops, or other locations. Individuals may also participate in the study
on their own.

In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles — Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Christians have claimed that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in
the Old Testament. In this study, best seller author, Walter Brueggermann (United Church of Christ
ordained minister and scholar), tackles the questions: What were these expectation? And Did Jesus fulffill
them?

2016/17 SPin’tual Growth Series at St. John Church
520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY 41073  859.261.2066 StJohnChurch.net



October Calendar

Sunday, October 2nd
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Worship with Communion & sign
interpretation, Sanctuary
Sermon: "FREE TO GRIEVE"
Psalm 137
Tuesday, October 4th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202
Wednesday, October 5th
7:47a Morning Prayer — Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center — LL100S
9:00p Outreach Missions Group — Rm 102
9:30p [lllumination Youth Ministries Sr. High &
Middle School dinner served-
Christ Church 15 S. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Thursday, October 6th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
Friday, October 7th
6:30p Open Table Communion, front sidewalk
Sunday, October 9th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Worship - Sanctuary
Sermon: "PLANTING LIFE"
Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7
10:40a Kids Konnection, Rm 202
Monday, October 10th
DEADLINE for October Prevues items
Tuesday, October 11th
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
4:30p Pastor-President meeting, Rm 101
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202
Wednesday, October 12th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
7:00p Pastor's Book Club “Falling Upward”
Rm 102

Thursday, October 13th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
3:00p Riverside Prayer Group, Rm 102
5:15p  Youth Advisory Board, Christ Church,
15 St. Ft. Thomas Ave. Ft. Thomas KY
Friday, October 14th
6:30p Happy Prayer Group, Rm 102
Sunday, October 16th
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon: "Ask BoLpLY, LIVE JUSTLY"
Luke 18.1-8
10:40a Kids Konnection, Rm 202
Tuesday, October 18th
6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202
1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101
Wednesday, October 19th
7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary
9:00a Staff Meeting, Rm 101
2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S
9:30p lllumination Youth Ministries “Meet Up”
Sr. High only — Christ Church 15 S. Ft.
Thomas Ave., Ft. Thomas KY
Thursday, October 20th
10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas
Saturday, October 22nd
4:30p Spaghetti Dinner, First Presbyterian
Church 8t & Ervin Terrace, Dayton KY
Sunday, October 23
8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203
9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon: "JusT WORSHIP" Luke 18.9-14
10:40a Kids Konnection, Rm 202



Tuesday, October 25t 9:30p Strategic Leadership Council, Rm 102

1:30p Staff Meeting, Rm 101 Saturday, October 29th

6:30p Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 202 11:30a Free Senior Meal, LL100S
Wednesday, October 26th Sunday, October 30th

7:47a Morning Prayer, Sanctuary 8:45a Choir Rehearsal, Rm 203

2:00p Friendship Center, LL100S 9:00a Weekly Bible Encounter Class, Rm 102

7:00p Pastor's Book Club “Falling Upward” 10:30a Worship, Sanctuary

Rm 102 Sermon: "TRANSFORMING LOVE"

Thursday, October 27t Luke 19.1-1

10:00a UCC Clergy Group, Church Parlor,
Christ Church, 15 S. Ft. Thomas

OPEN TABLE - Communion on the Street

Friday, October 7t | 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. | Front sidewalk Fairfield Avenue
Offering Holy Communion to those on the street during Bellevue’s first Fridays.
You can be part of this ministry too.

Contact Pastor Keith at 859.261.2066, ext. 202 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net.
Visit http://www.shopbellevueky.com/calendar.php for upcoming events.

Ringers wanted!
The handbell choir is looking for a few new ringers. No experience necessary. We can
teach you anything you need to know. Rehearsals are Tuesday evenings at 6:30, and

we play during service on the 3rd Sunday off the month. For more information contact
Stephanie Dalsfoist, sdalsfoist@gmail.com or 513-708-0246.

Sunday after Church Social

Immediately after worship

On select Sundays we offer a simple variety of refreshments. Volunteers
are needed to prepare and serve refreshments.

Table Setting Supplies are provided.

Be part of the team
Share your culinary abilities with your Church, something light and simple is best.
A reimbursement for food of up to $25 is offered if needed.

Sign Up Today
If you are interested in volunteering contact Bruce Horn at bbobbyh55@gmail.com or 513.608.5331 or
sign up at the Welcome Table in the back of the worship space.




Friendship Center!

Open every Wednesday from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. $N D J\

Fellowship Hall (lower level) at St. John United Church of Christ \ $
Enter through the accessible door off the parking lot. Q A e
For adults and seniors L -
Games, crafts, conversation, social time, basic computer training, & ™

music, guest speakers, etc.

Share your talents and expertise. (\f N T 6

For more information
Call 859.261.2066, ext. 206, and leave a message, or email OMG@StJohnChurch.net

Free Senior Meal & Social

The last Saturday of each month from 11:30a to 2:00p
Fellowship Hall (lower level) at St. John United Church of Christ
Enter through the accessible door off the parking lot.

Nutritious meals for senior adults.

Meet new friends, enjoy fun, laughter, games and more.
Serving seniors from all communities.

Invite a friend to come with you.

Reservations

Not required but helpful. Please call 859.261.2066, ext. 206 and leave a message with your name, phone
number, and size of your party.

Sare the Dates

Pastor’'s Newcomers’ Open House
Tuesday November 8th | 7:00 p.m. | Pastor Keith’s home, 15 Custis Ave, Ft. Thomas, KY 41075
Pastor Keith would like to invite everyone who is a newcomer at St. John within the past year to an Open

House at his home. Please indicate your interest on your Information Card or contact Pastor Keith at
859.261.2066, ext. 202 or Pastor@StJohnChurch.net by Sunday, September 11,

A Simple Way to Help

Pastor Keith offers an Open House to newcomers to St. John Church over the past year. We need a few
folks to help prepare and present some appetizers for this event. If your gift is preparing and presenting
food please contact Stephanie Dalsfoist at 513.708.0246 or sdalsfoist@gmail.com by November 1st. All
items need to be delivered by 6:30 p.m. to Pastor Keith’s home on Tuesday, November 9t and on a
serving dish with needed serving utensils (if any). All dishes and utensils should be identified and will be
returned promptly.




Covenant Membership Class

Saturday, November 12t | 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. | Room 102 (Lunch at a
restaurant on the Avenue)

If you have been attending for some time we invite you to participate in our
upcoming class. Please register by contacting Debbie Cummings at
office@stjohnchurch.net or 859.261.2066 ext. 202. Attending this class does not
obligate you to become a member.

Coming Soon - Christmas Shoppe and Winter Rummage Sale!

Friday December 2nd from 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. (with Bellevue First Friday promotions)

Saturday December 3rd from 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Church basement fellowship hall.

This year's Christmas Shoppe will be expanded to also include a section for a traditional rummage

sale. Inresponse to increased community demand, we are expanding the holiday and winter rummage
sale experience. At least half of the sale will focus on quality Christmas decorations and gift ideas,
whereas the other half will be our traditional seek and find of cheap treasures you didn’t know you needed.
Mark your calendar now so you do not miss this holiday shopping extravaganza.

Everyone can help prepare. We need your donations of Christmas themed items and general household
items you are ready to part with.  Please bring your donations to the church basement any time after the
Thanksgiving lunch Sunday November 20, but on or before Sunday November 27.  Set up and
preparations begin during Thanksgiving weekend. We also need workers for the sale. Prior to the sale,
this includes organizing, organizing, and more organizing, then pricing. During sale times this includes
street side promoters and door greeters, floor staff and customer assistance, ongoing organizers, and
baggers. On Saturday afternoon, a clean-up packing crew is needed. All together, we need about 20
volunteers from start to finish. Contact Dale Clark 513.673.4260 or dale@dsp.org with questions and/or
to volunteer.

From the Commanity

October Festival Choir

Sunday, October 2nd | 4:00 p.m. | Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church 103 William Howard Taft, Cinti. 45219
Featuring: BRAHMS “Ein deutsches Requiem” op 45, BEETHOVEN “Elegischer gesang” op 118 and
BACH “Wer nur den lieben Gott’ BWV 643 and Chorale BSV 93

The October Festival Choir aims to deliver a quality choral musical experience to a diverse and inclusive
group of singers and listeners. Under the auspices and nurturing of Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church, the
October Festival Choir strives to bring together people of The Greater Cincinnati Community for an annual
event which reflects the universal language of music in an atmosphere of love, acceptance and musical
enrichment.

Spaghetti Dinner .
Saturday October 224 | 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. | First Presbyterian Church W
8t & Ervin Terrace Dayton, KY. (1 block south on Route 8)

Spaghetti & meatballs, bread, salad, dessert, drink. Adults: $7.00
Children under 12: $3.00, carryout available. Bake Sale and Raffle




St. John United Church of Christ is proud to provide
outreach to the following organizations:
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For more information contact us directly:
St. John United Church of Christ
520 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue, KY. 41073 859.261.2066
Website - http://StdJohnChurch.net Facebook.com/StJohnUCC

MINISTERS
The whole congregation
PASTOR
Keith M. Haithcock, Pastor & Teacher
(Typical Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)
— Always available by appointment — Pastor@StJohnChurch.net; phone extension 202
VOLUNTEER IN RESIDENCE CLERGY
Sue Jelinek, Chaplain in Residence; sue.jelinek@cchmc.org; 513.681.4631
PROFESSIONAL & SUPPORT STAFF
Steve Milloy, Keyboard Musician & Choir Director; smilloy738@aol.com
Debbie Cummings, Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
Office@StJohnChurch.net; phone extension 201
(Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)
Linda Schuster, Data Coordinator
Data@StJohnChurch.net
Alicia C. Taylor-Byers, Interim lllumination Youth Ministries Coordinator
aliciataylorbyers@hotmail.com 859.609.0814
Luis Hernandez, House Keeper
(Cleaning Hours: Fridays 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. & Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (SLC)
Louise Hall, President wimm372@hotmail.com 513.481.5917
Steve Howes, President Elect howesfam5@aol.com 859.279.3407
Theo Baldwin, Recording Secretary TheoBaldwin@aol.com - 859.581.0493
Dale Sexton, Treasurer Treasurer@StJohnChurch.net - 859.581.0493
Lonnie Fields, Member at Large flds7@aol.com 513.481.5917
Melissa Stephens, Member at Large Melissasuestephens@gmail.com - 859.802.2745

OUTREACH MISSIONS GROUP (OMG)
email: OMG@StJohnChurch.net

Our Vision
We are a source of hope and opportunity for people who need us.
The community understands us the way we understand ourselves.
Our ministry is open, accessible, and inviting in ways that encourage all members of
the community to use their gifts in ministry.

Our Mission
Our caring congregation feeds the spiritual and physical needs of the community.
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